
Finland In The Second World War

Finland in the Second World War was a complex and multifaceted experience, deeply intertwined
with the broader geopolitical struggles of the time. The war, which lasted from 1939 to 1945, saw
Finland involved in two major conflicts: the Winter War against the Soviet Union and the
Continuation War in alliance with Nazi Germany. Each phase of this tumultuous period left a lasting
impact on Finland’s national identity, political landscape, and its relationship with neighboring
countries. This article explores Finland's involvement in the Second World War, the motivations
behind its actions, and the consequences of the war on Finnish society.

The Winter War (1939-1940)

The Winter War began on November 30, 1939, when the Soviet Union launched an invasion of
Finland. This conflict was driven by various factors, including Soviet ambitions to expand its
territory and secure its borders.

Background and Causes

- Territorial Concerns: Finland had been a part of the Russian Empire until its independence in 1917.
The Soviet Union sought to gain control over Finnish territory to create a buffer zone against
potential threats from the West.
- Pact with Germany: The Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact, signed in August 1939, allowed for the division
of Eastern Europe between Nazi Germany and the Soviet Union. This agreement placed Finland
within the Soviet sphere of influence, increasing tensions.



Key Events of the Winter War

The Winter War was characterized by several significant battles and events:

1. Initial Invasion: The Soviet invasion force comprised over 400,000 troops, equipped with tanks
and aircraft. In contrast, Finland had a much smaller army of around 300,000, but they were highly
motivated and familiar with their terrain.
2. Battle of Suomussalmi: One of the most notable Finnish victories occurred at Suomussalmi, where
Finnish troops launched a successful counter-offensive against a larger Soviet force, disrupting their
supply lines.
3. Motti Tactics: Finnish forces effectively utilized "motti" tactics, encircling and isolating Soviet
troops in small groups, which proved effective despite the numerical disadvantage.

Aftermath of the Winter War

The Winter War ended with the Moscow Peace Treaty on March 12, 1940. Although Finland lost
about 10% of its territory, the conflict fostered a sense of national unity and resilience among Finns.
The war also demonstrated Finland's military capabilities and garnered international sympathy.

The Continuation War (1941-1944)

The Continuation War began in June 1941, shortly after Germany invaded the Soviet Union. Finland
aligned itself with Nazi Germany in a bid to reclaim lost territories and secure its independence.

Motivations for Alignment with Germany

- Territorial Integrity: The loss of territory during the Winter War motivated Finland to seek an
alliance with Germany to regain these lands.
- Shared Enemy: Both Finland and Germany viewed the Soviet Union as a common adversary,
leading to a pragmatic military alliance.

Key Events of the Continuation War

1. Operation Barbarossa: Finland joined the German invasion of the Soviet Union, launching its
offensive on June 22, 1941. Finnish troops advanced into Soviet territory, recapturing areas lost
during the Winter War.
2. Siege of Leningrad: Finnish forces participated in the siege of Leningrad, cutting off Soviet access
to the city from the north. However, Finland distanced itself from direct involvement in the atrocities
committed by German troops.
3. Battle of Tali-Ihantala: This was one of the largest battles fought in Finland during the
Continuation War, taking place in 1944. Finnish forces successfully repelled a Soviet offensive,
marking a turning point in the war.



End of the Continuation War

The Continuation War came to an end in September 1944 with the Moscow Armistice. Finland was
required to cede additional territory to the Soviet Union and expel German troops from its soil,
leading to the Lapland War.

Consequences of the War

The Second World War had profound implications for Finland, shaping its post-war identity and
political landscape.

Territorial Changes

- Finland lost significant territories, including parts of Karelia, Petsamo, and Salla, which affected its
economy and demographics.
- The displacement of approximately 400,000 Finns from these territories created social and
economic challenges in the post-war period.

Political Impact

- Shift Towards Neutrality: Following the war, Finland adopted a policy of neutrality, striving to
maintain a balance between East and West during the Cold War.
- Relations with the Soviet Union: The post-war era saw Finland establishing a complicated
relationship with the Soviet Union, characterized by cooperation and cautious independence.

Social Changes

- The war fostered a strong sense of national identity among Finns, uniting them in the face of
adversity.
- The experiences of the war influenced Finnish culture, literature, and collective memory, leading to
a reflective examination of the nation’s past.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Finland in the Second World War was marked by two pivotal conflicts that shaped the
nation’s trajectory. The Winter War forged a strong national identity, while the Continuation War
raised complex questions about alliances and moral choices during wartime. The aftermath of these
conflicts has had lasting effects on Finland’s political landscape, territorial integrity, and
international relations, leading the country to embrace a path of neutrality and collaboration in the
years that followed. Understanding this historical period is crucial for grasping Finland's modern



identity and its role in European affairs today.

Frequently Asked Questions

What role did Finland play in World War II?
Finland fought in World War II primarily against the Soviet Union during the Winter War
(1939-1940) and later aligned with Nazi Germany during the Continuation War (1941-1944) against
the USSR.

What was the impact of the Winter War on Finland's national
identity?
The Winter War solidified Finnish national identity and unity, showcasing their determination to
defend their sovereignty against a larger aggressor, and it garnered international sympathy and
support.

What were the main outcomes of the Moscow Peace Treaty for
Finland?
The Moscow Peace Treaty of 1940 resulted in Finland ceding approximately 11% of its territory to
the Soviet Union but allowed Finland to maintain its independence and democratic government.

How did Finland's alliance with Nazi Germany affect its post-
war relations?
Finland's alliance with Nazi Germany during the Continuation War complicated its post-war
relations, leading to tensions with the Soviet Union, which demanded reparations and territorial
concessions in the 1948 Treaty of Friendship.

What was the significance of the Lapland War for Finland?
The Lapland War (1944-1945) was significant as it involved Finnish forces fighting against retreating
German troops, leading to the expulsion of German forces from Finland and contributing to Finland's
commitment to post-war neutrality.

How did the Second World War influence Finland's military
policies in the following decades?
The Second World War influenced Finland's military policies by leading to a focus on maintaining a
strong defense capability while adopting a policy of neutrality during the Cold War, avoiding
alliances with either bloc.

What humanitarian efforts did Finland engage in during and
after the war?
During and after the war, Finland engaged in humanitarian efforts including accepting war orphans



from neighboring countries, providing aid for displaced persons, and participating in post-war
reconstruction efforts.
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