
Figurative Language Games For Middle
School

Figurative language games for middle school can play a crucial role in enhancing students'
understanding of literary devices while making learning fun and engaging. As educators seek
innovative ways to teach complex concepts, incorporating games into the curriculum not only
enriches the learning experience but also fosters a love for language. This article will explore various
figurative language games suitable for middle school students, how to implement them effectively,
and the benefits they provide in developing language skills.

Understanding Figurative Language

Before diving into the games, it is essential to grasp what figurative language is and why it matters in
middle school education. Figurative language refers to the use of words or expressions that convey
meanings different from their literal interpretations. It includes devices such as:

Similes

Metaphors

Personification

Hyperbole

Idiom

Alliteration

These devices enrich writing, enhance creativity, and improve comprehension skills, making them
critical components of the middle school curriculum.



Benefits of Using Games in Teaching Figurative
Language

Integrating games into lessons offers numerous advantages, including:

Engagement: Games capture students' attention and motivate them to participate actively.

Retention: Learners are more likely to remember concepts when they are presented in a fun
and interactive format.

Collaboration: Many games promote teamwork and communication, essential skills in any
learning environment.

Creativity: Games encourage students to think outside the box and experiment with language.

Top Figurative Language Games for Middle School

Here are some engaging figurative language games that can be easily implemented in a middle
school classroom:

1. Figurative Language Bingo

Bingo is a classic game that can be adapted to teach figurative language.

How to Play:
- Create Bingo cards with different types of figurative language (similes, metaphors, idioms, etc.) in
each square.
- Call out definitions or examples of figurative language, and students must identify the corresponding
term on their cards.
- The first student to complete a row or column shouts "Bingo!" and wins a small prize.

Benefits:
- Reinforces understanding of different figurative language types.
- Encourages quick thinking and listening skills.

2. Figurative Language Charades

Charades is a fun way to reinforce understanding through movement and acting.

How to Play:
- Write various figurative language examples on slips of paper (e.g., "the wind whispered," "time is a



thief").
- Students take turns drawing a slip and acting out the phrase without using words.
- The rest of the class guesses the figurative language type and its meaning.

Benefits:
- Encourages creativity and teamwork.
- Helps students internalize meanings through physical representation.

3. Simile and Metaphor Match-Up

This game focuses specifically on similes and metaphors, allowing students to differentiate between
the two.

How to Play:
- Prepare cards with similes and separate cards with their metaphorical meanings.
- Shuffle the cards and distribute them among students.
- Students must walk around the room and find their match (simile with its metaphorical meaning).

Benefits:
- Promotes movement and social interaction in the classroom.
- Reinforces comprehension of similes and metaphors.

4. Figurative Language Scavenger Hunt

A scavenger hunt adds an exciting twist to the learning experience.

How to Play:
- Create a list of figurative language examples or types.
- Hide cards around the classroom or school with definitions or examples of figurative language.
- Students must find the cards and match them to their corresponding terms on the list.

Benefits:
- Encourages exploration and collaboration.
- Helps students connect figurative language to real-world examples.

5. Figurative Language Story Cubes

Story cubes are a great way to inspire creativity and application of figurative language.

How to Play:
- Use dice or cubes with images representing different figurative language types.
- Students roll the cubes and must create a short story incorporating the figurative language
represented by the images they rolled.

Benefits:



- Fosters creativity and storytelling skills.
- Encourages students to apply figurative language in context.

Implementing Figurative Language Games in the
Classroom

To effectively incorporate figurative language games into your curriculum, consider the following tips:

1. Set Clear Objectives

Before starting any game, establish clear learning objectives. Explain the purpose of the game and
what students should take away from the experience.

2. Create a Supportive Environment

Encourage a positive classroom atmosphere where students feel comfortable participating.
Emphasize that mistakes are part of the learning process.

3. Utilize Group Work

Many games work best in small groups. This structure promotes collaboration and allows shy students
to participate more comfortably.

4. Reflect on the Experience

After playing a game, hold a discussion or reflection session. Ask students what they learned, which
figurative language types they found most interesting, and how they might use these devices in their
writing.

Conclusion

Incorporating figurative language games for middle school students can transform the way they
learn about language and literature. By blending education with play, teachers can foster a deeper
understanding of figurative language, enhance creativity, and improve language skills. With a variety
of games tailored to different learning styles, educators can create an engaging and dynamic
classroom environment that motivates students to explore the richness of language. By making
learning enjoyable, students are more likely to remember and apply these valuable skills in their
writing and everyday communication.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are some popular figurative language games suitable
for middle school students?
Popular figurative language games for middle school include 'Simile Scavenger Hunt', 'Metaphor
Match-Up', 'Figurative Language Bingo', and 'Figurative Language Charades'.

How can teachers incorporate figurative language games into
their curriculum?
Teachers can incorporate figurative language games by using them as warm-ups, during literature
units, or as fun review activities that engage students and reinforce learning.

What skills do figurative language games help develop in
middle school students?
Figurative language games help develop critical thinking, comprehension, creativity, and the ability to
analyze and interpret texts.

Can figurative language games be played virtually?
Yes, figurative language games can be adapted for virtual learning using online platforms, allowing
students to participate in interactive quizzes, breakout room activities, and digital scavenger hunts.

How can figurative language games enhance student
engagement?
Figurative language games enhance student engagement by making learning interactive and fun,
encouraging collaboration, and allowing students to express their creativity.

What are some examples of activities that use figurative
language in games?
Examples of activities include creating a 'figurative language dictionary', playing 'figurative language
Pictionary', and writing collaborative poems using specific figurative language elements.

How can parents support their children in learning figurative
language through games?
Parents can support their children by playing figurative language games at home, such as '20
Questions' with figurative clues, or encouraging creative writing exercises that incorporate similes
and metaphors.
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Amazon.com: Amazon Prime
See what being an Amazon Prime member is all about. Free delivery, exclusive deals, tons of movies
and music. Explore Prime.

Amazon.com: Amazon Prime
Unlimited streaming Prime Video brings you new releases, award-winning Originals, and live sports.
Watch what you love on any device with limited ads.

Prime Video
Enjoy exclusive Amazon Originals as well as popular movies and TV shows. Watch anytime,
anywhere. Start your free trial.

Amazon Prime Membership
Jul 8, 2025 · An Amazon Prime membership comes with much more than fast, free delivery. Check
out the shopping, entertainment, healthcare, …

Prime Video: Get the app
Prime Video is a streaming video service by Amazon. Prime Video benefits are included with an
Amazon Prime membership and if Amazon Prime isn't …

Bing Homepage Quiz: Play Daily and Test Your Knowledge
Launched in 2016, this daily online quiz by Bing has inspired millions to explore the world, one
question at a time. Whether you’re into history, science, sports, or pop culture, the Bing …

The Bing Quiz | Take the Quiz | QuizMaker
Whether you're a fan of animated series, video games, or movies, there's something for everyone in
this quiz! Learn about Bing's favorite color, anime, and holiday. Find out what makes Bing …

Bing Homepage Quiz - Play Bing Quiz Today
To access the quiz, visit the Bing homepage and click on the interactive area within or near the daily
image. You can also play the quiz using the Bing mobile app for a seamless experience …

How to play the Bing Trends Quiz? - Trybotics
Start the Bing quiz by clicking on the banner that says 'Trends Quiz' on the Bing homepage. You will
be asked a series of questions about the most recent trends. Select the correct answers to …

MSPU Tips: Test Your Knowledge With Bing's Weekly News Quiz
3 days ago · Check out this easy guide to see how to take part in Bing's weekly news quiz. Have fun,
learn, and test your knowledge of recent events!

Bing News Quiz: Mastering the Quiz and Staying Updated
4 days ago · Test your knowledge and stay updated with the latest global events using the Bing
News Quiz. Learn and improve your quiz scores.

Bing News Quiz: Test Your Knowledge on Current Events!
Powered by Microsoft’s Bing, this quiz presents daily and weekly challenges based on trending
news. If you think you’re a news junkie, this is your chance to prove it!
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Learn, earn, and have fun with three new experiences on Bing
Jun 30, 2016 · Choose an answer and you’ll find out whether you guessed correctly. Complete the
three-question quiz, and you’ll get a score you can share on your fave social media site—or …

Play the weekly Bing trends quiz to see if you really 'know your …
Jun 14, 2015 · Spotted by one of our readers (thanks Jonah), the Bing trends quiz will ask you ten
questions from ten popular trends that occurred during the past week and give you your score …

Bing News Quiz -Play Bing Weekly Quiz - Bing Homepage Quiz
Apr 8, 2023 · The game is available on the Bing search engine and can be accessed by searching for
“Bing News Quiz” or “Bing Quiz” in the search bar. The quiz features a range of questions …

Explore engaging figurative language games for middle school that enhance creativity and
comprehension. Discover how to make learning fun!
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