
Five Finger Retell Worksheet

Five finger retell worksheet is an engaging educational tool designed to enhance students' comprehension and
storytelling skills. This worksheet is rooted in the idea that retelling stories can significantly improve
students' understanding of the narrative structure, main ideas, and key details. By using their fingers as a guide,
students can effectively organize their thoughts and articulate the important elements of a story. This
article delves into the concept of the five finger retell worksheet, its components, benefits, and practical
applications in educational settings.

Understanding the Five Finger Retell Framework

The five finger retell framework is built around five essential questions or prompts that guide students in
summarizing a story. Each finger represents a specific aspect of the narrative, enabling students to focus on
crucial elements without feeling overwhelmed. Here's how the model works:



Thumb: Who are the characters? - Identifying the main characters helps students connect with the story
on a personal level.

Index Finger: What is the setting? - Understanding where and when the story takes place provides
context for the events that unfold.

Middle Finger: What is the problem or conflict? - Identifying the central issue drives the narrative
forward and engages the reader's curiosity.

Ring Finger: What are the main events or actions? - Highlighting key events helps students understand the
plot development and structure.

Little Finger: What is the resolution or conclusion? - Summarizing how the story ends allows students
to grasp the overall message and themes.

This structured approach not only promotes comprehension but also encourages students to think critically
about the material they read.

Benefits of Using a Five Finger Retell Worksheet

Implementing a five finger retell worksheet in the classroom offers numerous advantages that extend beyond
mere recall of facts. Here are some key benefits:

1. Enhanced Comprehension
By breaking down a story into its fundamental components, students develop a deeper understanding of the
narrative. This method encourages them to think critically about the characters, setting, and events, leading
to a more nuanced interpretation of the text.

2. Improved Retelling Skills
The five finger retell framework provides students with a clear structure to follow, making it easier for them
to convey what they’ve learned. This skill is particularly important in both academic and social settings
where clear communication is essential.

3. Engagement and Motivation
The interactive nature of the five finger retell worksheet can make the learning process more enjoyable.
Students often find it fun to use their fingers to guide their retelling, which can lead to increased participation
and enthusiasm for reading.

4. Support for Diverse Learners
This method is particularly beneficial for struggling readers or English language learners. The visual and
tactile elements of the five finger approach help reinforce learning and memory retention, making it accessible for
a wide range of abilities.



5. Development of Critical Thinking
The worksheet encourages students to analyze the story beyond surface-level details. By examining
characters, settings, and conflicts, students learn to make connections and draw conclusions, fostering
higher-order thinking skills.

How to Implement the Five Finger Retell Worksheet

Incorporating the five finger retell worksheet into your teaching practice can be simple and effective. Here’s a
step-by-step guide to get you started:

Step 1: Introduce the Concept
Begin by explaining the five finger retell framework to your students. Use a familiar story or a short text to
demonstrate how each finger corresponds to a specific aspect of the narrative.

Step 2: Distribute Worksheets
Provide students with a five finger retell worksheet. This can be a printed hand outline where students can
write or draw their responses next to each finger.

Step 3: Read Aloud or Assign a Text
Choose a story to read aloud as a class or assign reading material for students to work on individually or in
small groups. Make sure the text is appropriate for their reading level.

Step 4: Guide the Retelling
After reading, give students time to complete their worksheets. Encourage them to think critically about the
story as they fill in each section. Circulate the room to offer support and guidance as needed.

Step 5: Share and Discuss
Once students have completed their worksheets, organize a sharing session where students present their
retellings. This can be done in pairs, small groups, or as a whole class. Discuss the various interpretations and
insights that emerge from their retellings.

Variations of the Five Finger Retell Worksheet

While the traditional five finger retell worksheet is highly effective, there are several variations that can be
tailored to meet specific classroom needs and objectives:

1. Digital Versions
Students can create digital versions of the five finger retell worksheet using tools like Google Slides or
Canva. This adaptation allows for creativity and can incorporate multimedia elements such as images or
audio.



2. Visual Art Integration
Students can express their understanding of a story through art. Instead of writing, they can draw or
illustrate each component of the five finger retell, providing a visual representation of the narrative.

3. Group Collaborations
In groups, students can collaboratively create a five finger retell for a shared text. This fosters teamwork
and communication skills, as they must discuss and agree on the key components of the story.

4. Thematic Connections
Extend the activity by connecting the five finger retell to thematic discussions. After retelling, students can
explore broader themes or moral lessons from the story, deepening their analysis.

Conclusion

The five finger retell worksheet is a versatile and effective tool for enhancing students' understanding of
storytelling and narrative structure. By providing a clear framework, it encourages critical thinking,
engagement, and improved communication skills. Whether used in a traditional classroom or adapted for digital
learning environments, the five finger retell worksheet offers a dynamic approach to reading comprehension that
benefits all learners. As educators continue to seek innovative ways to foster literacy, this method stands
out as a valuable resource for guiding students toward becoming more confident and articulate readers and
storytellers.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a five finger retell worksheet?
A five finger retell worksheet is an educational tool used to help students summarize a story or text by
focusing on five key elements: characters, setting, problem, events, and solution.

How can teachers implement the five finger retell worksheet in the
classroom?
Teachers can distribute the five finger retell worksheet after reading a story, guiding students to fill in each
finger with information related to the story's characters, setting, problem, events, and solution.

What age group is best suited for using a five finger retell worksheet?
The five finger retell worksheet is particularly effective for elementary school students, typically in grades 1
to 4, as it helps them develop comprehension and summarization skills.

What are the benefits of using a five finger retell worksheet?
Benefits include improved comprehension, enhanced summarization skills, better retention of story elements, and
increased engagement in reading activities.

Can the five finger retell worksheet be adapted for different subjects?
Yes, the five finger retell worksheet can be adapted for various subjects by changing the focus from narrative



elements to key concepts, theories, or events relevant to the subject matter.

Are there digital versions of the five finger retell worksheet available?
Yes, many educators create or find digital versions of the five finger retell worksheet that can be used on
tablets or computers, allowing for interactive and engaging learning experiences.

What strategies can students use to effectively complete a five finger
retell worksheet?
Students can use strategies such as discussing the story with peers, drawing connections to personal
experiences, or using graphic organizers to brainstorm ideas before filling out the worksheet.
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