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Fire Emblem: The Sacred Stones Guide

Fire Emblem: The Sacred Stones is a tactical role-playing game developed by Intelligent
Systems and published by Nintendo for the Game Boy Advance. Released in 2004, it is the
eighth installment in the Fire Emblem series and is renowned for its engaging storyline, rich
character development, and strategic combat mechanics. This guide aims to provide
players with a comprehensive overview of the game, including character analysis,
gameplay strategies, and tips for navigating the world of Magvel.

Overview of Fire Emblem: The Sacred Stones

The Sacred Stones is set in the fictional continent of Magvel, where players follow the story
of two protagonists, Eirika and Ephraim, as they strive to save their kingdom from the evil
demon king, Fomortiis. The game features a unique dual-path system where players can
choose to follow either character’s storyline, leading to different experiences and
encounters throughout the game.



Game Mechanics

Fire Emblem: The Sacred Stones employs traditional turn-based tactics, where players
control units on a grid-based map. Key mechanics include:

- Permadeath: If a unit falls in battle, they are permanently lost, making player decisions
critical.

- Weapon Triangle: This mechanic dictates the effectiveness of weapons against others
(swords > axes > lances > swords).

- Class System: Characters belong to different classes, which influence their stats, abilities,
and growth rates.

- Promotion: Units can promote to advanced classes after reaching certain levels,
enhancing their abilities and stats.

Main Characters

Understanding the strengths and weaknesses of key characters in Fire Emblem: The Sacred
Stones is essential for building a balanced team. Here are some of the most important
characters:

Eirika

- Class: Lord

- Strengths: High speed and resistance; good for dodging attacks.

- Weaknesses: Lower strength compared to other lords; struggles against armored units.
- Best Weapons: Swords, particularly the Rapier, which is effective against mounted units.

Ephraim

- Class: Lord

- Strengths: High strength and defense; excels in combat.

- Weaknesses: Lower speed than Eirika; can be overwhelmed by magic users.

- Best Weapons: Lances, especially the Reginleif, which is powerful and has a unique effect.

Other Notable Characters

- Lute: A Mage with high magic and speed but low defense. Best used from the backline.

- Joshua: A Swordmaster with high critical hit rates; excels in offense.

- Tana: A Pegasus Knight who can fly over obstacles; great for mobility and versatility.

- Cormag: A Wyvern Knight with great strength and mobility, effective against many units.



Gameplay Strategies

Mastering the game requires a combination of tactical planning, character management,
and resource allocation. Here are some strategies to help you succeed:

1. Unit Management

- Diverse Team Composition: Include a mix of physical and magical units, along with
healers. This diversity allows you to tackle different enemy types effectively.

- Level Up Wisely: Focus on leveling characters who will be integral to your strategy. Avoid
overusing a single character to prevent others from falling behind.

- Use Pairing: Pair units together to increase their support levels, granting bonuses such as
increased stats or additional combat options.

2. Combat Tactics

- Positioning: Always position your units strategically. Keep ranged units behind frontline
fighters and ensure tanks are in the thick of battle to absorb damage.

- Utilize Terrain: Take advantage of terrain bonuses. Forests provide evasion boosts, while
hills enhance defense.

- Know Your Enemies: Familiarize yourself with enemy types and their strengths. For
example, use magic against armored foes.

3. Resource Management

- Item Usage: Use items judiciously. Save healing items for critical moments and ensure you
have enough weapons for each character.

- Supply Management: Use the supply system effectively. Transfer items between
characters to ensure they have what they need for upcoming battles.

Side Quests and Exploration

Fire Emblem: The Sacred Stones features several side quests and optional content that can
enhance your gameplay experience.

1. Sacred Stones

Throughout the game, players can find Sacred Stones to unlock powerful abilities and
spells. Collect these by exploring thoroughly and completing side missions.



2. Arena Battles

The arena is a great place for characters to gain experience without risking permadeath.
However, be cautious, as overextending can lead to unforeseen losses.

3. Character Supports

Engaging in support conversations between characters can unlock new abilities and
enhance their combat effectiveness. Make it a goal to discover all support conversations for
your favorite characters.

Tips for New Players

If you're new to Fire Emblem or tactical RPGs, here are some essential tips to ease your
journey through Magvel:

- Save Often: Utilize the save function frequently, especially before major battles or
decision points.

- Play on Easy Mode: If you're struggling, consider starting on Easy mode to familiarize
yourself with the mechanics without the pressure of permadeath.

- Experiment with Classes: Don’t be afraid to try out different class promotions for your
characters to find the best fit for your playstyle.

- Consult the Map: Before every battle, take the time to review the map layout and enemy
placements. Planning ahead can lead to a significant advantage in combat.

Conclusion

Fire Emblem: The Sacred Stones offers a captivating experience filled with strategy,
character development, and rich storytelling. By following this guide, players can navigate
the intricacies of the game more effectively, ensuring a rewarding adventure through the
land of Magvel. Whether you’'re a seasoned player or a newcomer, mastering the game’s
mechanics and understanding your characters will lead to a successful quest against the
forces of evil. Happy gaming!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the best starting class for Eirika in Fire
Emblem: Sacred Stones?

Eirika starts as a Lord, which is a versatile class. It's recommended to keep her in this class
for her story chapters, as it allows her to gain experience quickly and access to useful



weapons.

How can | effectively level up my characters in Fire
Emblem: Sacred Stones?

To level up characters effectively, utilize the Arena for training, focus on battles that match
their strengths, and make sure to complete side quests that provide extra experience.

What are the key differences between Eirika and
Ephraim's routes?

Eirika's route focuses more on character development and has a more straightforward
story, while Ephraim's route offers more challenging battles and a few unique scenarios,
especially towards the end.

How do promotions work in Fire Emblem: Sacred
Stones?

Characters can promote to a higher class at level 20 using a Promotion Item specific to
their class. Some classes have unique promotions, which can significantly enhance their
abilities.

Which characters are considered the best units in Fire
Emblem: Sacred Stones?

Top-tier units include Ephraim, Eirika, and Tana for their strong growth rates, as well as
characters like Joshua and Saleh for their versatility and utility in various situations.

What strategies should | use for the final boss battle in
Fire Emblem: Sacred Stones?

Ensure your team is well-leveled and equipped with effective weapons. Utilize range and
high-resistance units to handle the final boss's powerful attacks, and consider using
supportive skills like healing.

How can | unlock all the secret characters in Fire
Emblem: Sacred Stones?

To unlock secret characters like Lyon and others, you need to meet specific requirements
such as fulfilling certain conditions in battles or making choices during conversations in the
story.

What is the best way to manage weapon durability in
Fire Emblem: Sacred Stones?

Always keep an eye on weapon durability and rotate your units' weapons. Use weaker
weapons for less critical battles and save stronger ones for tougher opponents to prolong
their usage.



How does the support system work in Fire Emblem:
Sacred Stones?

The support system allows characters to build relationships through battles and
conversations, granting bonuses to stats and unlocking special conversations that deepen
the story and character development.
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