
Finding Langston

Finding Langston is a poignant and beautifully crafted novel by the acclaimed author, L.
S. McKee, that delves into themes of identity, loss, and the power of poetry. Set against
the backdrop of the Great Migration, this story follows a young African American boy
named Langston who embarks on a search for his mother after she leaves their home in
the South. The narrative not only highlights the struggles faced by families during this
tumultuous period but also celebrates the resilience of the human spirit through the art of
storytelling. In this article, we will explore the key themes, character development, and
the significance of poetry in "Finding Langston," as well as how it resonates with
contemporary readers.



Overview of the Story

"Finding Langston" is set in Chicago during the 1940s and follows the journey of young
Langston Hughes, a boy who is deeply affected by the absence of his mother. The novel
opens with the painful reality of his mother leaving him and his father to search for a
better life. As Langston grapples with feelings of abandonment, he finds solace in the
words of the poet Langston Hughes, whose works inspire him to navigate the complexities
of his emotions and the world around him.

Key Characters

The characters in "Finding Langston" are richly developed, each contributing to the
overarching themes of the story. Here are some of the key characters:

Langston: The protagonist, a young boy searching for his identity and his mother.

Langston Hughes: The celebrated poet whose works serve as a guiding light for the
young Langston.

Langston's Father: A stern yet caring figure who struggles with his own grief while
trying to raise his son.

Mrs. McGhee: A supportive neighbor who plays a significant role in Langston's life.

Thematic Exploration

"Finding Langston" is rich with themes that resonate deeply with readers. Below are some
of the most prominent themes explored in the novel:

Identity and Self-Discovery

One of the central themes of "Finding Langston" is the quest for identity. As Langston
navigates through his feelings of loss and confusion, he also begins to understand who he
is as a young black boy in a rapidly changing world. This journey of self-discovery is
underscored by his connection to Langston Hughes, whose poetry helps him articulate his
emotions and experiences.

The Power of Poetry



Poetry plays a significant role in the narrative as it becomes a source of comfort and
inspiration for Langston. Through Langston Hughes' work, the young boy discovers a
means of expression that transcends his immediate struggles. The novel beautifully
illustrates how poetry can serve as a bridge between past and present, allowing
individuals to connect with their heritage and articulate their feelings.

Family and Community

The importance of family and community is another key theme in "Finding Langston." The
novel portrays the struggles of families during the Great Migration, illustrating how the
absence of loved ones can create a void in one’s life. Despite this, the sense of community
that emerges among the characters provides a support system that helps Langston cope
with his challenges.

Literary Significance

"Finding Langston" is not just a story about loss and longing; it also serves as a
commentary on the historical context of African American life in the 20th century. The
author artfully weaves historical events into the narrative, giving readers a glimpse into
the realities faced by those who migrated in search of a better life.

Historical Context

The Great Migration, which saw millions of African Americans move from the rural South
to urban areas in the North, serves as the backdrop for Langston's story. This migration
was driven by the search for better economic opportunities and an escape from systemic
racism and oppression. By situating his story within this historical framework, McKee
emphasizes the enduring impact of these events on individual lives and identities.

Impact on Young Readers

"Finding Langston" has a profound impact on young readers, allowing them to engage
with complex emotions and historical realities. The novel encourages discussions about
identity, loss, and the importance of community, making it an excellent choice for
educational settings. Through Langston's journey, readers can reflect on their own
experiences and the universal themes of love and resilience.

Conclusion

In conclusion, "Finding Langston" is a touching and thought-provoking novel that
resonates with readers of all ages. Through its exploration of identity, the power of poetry,



and the importance of family and community, L. S. McKee crafts a narrative that is both
historically significant and deeply personal. Langston's journey serves as a reminder of the
strength that can be found in words and the connections we forge with others. As readers
immerse themselves in this beautiful story, they are invited to reflect on their own
experiences and the enduring power of storytelling in the quest for understanding and
belonging. If you haven’t yet picked up this remarkable book, it’s time to delve into the
world of Langston and discover the magic of his journey.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Finding Langston'?
The main theme of 'Finding Langston' is the search for identity and belonging, particularly
in the context of the African American experience during the Great Migration.

Who is the protagonist of 'Finding Langston'?
The protagonist of 'Finding Langston' is a young boy named Langston Hughes, who is
named after the famous poet and seeks to find his place in a new city after moving from
Alabama to Chicago.

How does 'Finding Langston' address the concept of
family?
'Finding Langston' addresses the concept of family through the protagonist's relationship
with his deceased mother and how her memory influences his journey and connections in
Chicago.

What role does poetry play in 'Finding Langston'?
Poetry plays a significant role in 'Finding Langston' as it serves as a means of expression
for the protagonist, helping him to connect with his cultural heritage and navigate his
emotions.

In what historical context is 'Finding Langston' set?
'Finding Langston' is set during the 1940s, a time when many African Americans moved
from the rural South to urban centers in the North, seeking better opportunities and
escaping segregation.

What challenges does Langston face in his new
environment?
Langston faces challenges such as racism, loneliness, and the struggle to adapt to a new
city while grappling with the loss of his mother and his sense of identity.



How does the setting of Chicago influence the story?
The setting of Chicago influences the story by providing a backdrop of cultural richness
and complexity, reflecting the vibrant African American community and the challenges of
urban life during that era.

What literary techniques are used in 'Finding
Langston'?
Literary techniques in 'Finding Langston' include vivid imagery, metaphor, and the use of
poetic language, which enhance the emotional depth and thematic resonance of the
narrative.

How does Langston's character develop throughout the
story?
Langston's character develops from a lonely, confused boy into a more confident individual
who learns to embrace his heritage and find strength in his connections with others.

What is the significance of the title 'Finding Langston'?
The title 'Finding Langston' signifies not only the protagonist's journey to find his
namesake, Langston Hughes, but also his quest for self-discovery and understanding of his
own identity within the African American experience.
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Dogs for Adoption Near London, ON | Petfinder
Search for dogs for adoption at shelters near London, ON. Find and adopt a pet on Petfinder today.

S.C.A.A.R - Animal rescue in London, ON - Adoptapet.com
Looking for a rescue in London, ON? Adopt a dog or cat today! Search for local pets in need of a
home. Adoptapet.com can help you find directions to your closest rescue and allows you to …

Dogs & Puppies - Humane Society London & Middlesex
Please click on the photos below to learn more about each dog. All available dogs are listed here. We
encourage interested adopters to check the website frequently for updates. In person Dog …

London Animal Care Centre
We provide animal care services for the City of London, Ontario. Pet adoptions, bylaw enforcement,
lost and found pets and shelter care.
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About Us - Paws United
We are a local (London and Strathroy Ontario) non-profit group of animal lovers that rescues,
rehabilitates and adopts dogs into loving homes. Our main focus is dogs in pounds and high …

Dogs for Adoption near London, Ontario, Canada - PuppyFinder…
6 days ago · PuppyFinder.com is proud to be a part of the online adoption community. Browse thru
thousands of Dogs for Adoption near London, Ontario, Canada area, listed by Dog …

Animalert Pet Adoptions | Helping Animals Since 1977 - Animalert
Animalert is a charity focused on finding good homes for dogs and cats in London, Ontario and
surrounding area.

Puppies and dogs in London, Ontario - Adopt a Pet
Looking for a puppy or dog in London, Ontario? Adopt a Pet can help you find a new best friend near
you. These adorable dogs are available for adoption in London, Ontario. To learn more …

Pets for Adoption at London Animal Care Centre, in London, ON - Petfinder
Learn more about London Animal Care Centre in London, ON, and search the available pets they
have up for adoption on Petfinder.

Second Chance Auction Animals Rescue
This rescue was founded January 2013 to help save bused, neglected, ill and injured animals from
various animal auctions within South-Western Ontario.

YouTube
Disfruta los videos y la música que te encantan, sube contenido original y compártelo con tus
amigos, familiares y el resto del mundo en YouTube.

YouTube
Enjoy the videos and music you love, upload original content, and share it all with friends, family,
and the world on YouTube.

YouTube Music
With the YouTube Music app, enjoy over 100 million songs at your fingertips, plus albums, playlists,
remixes, music videos, live performances, covers, and hard-to-find music you can’t get...

YouTube - Aplicaciones en Google Play
Hazte con la aplicación YouTube oficial en tu teléfono o tablet Android. Descubre qué temas están
arrasando en todo el mundo: desde los vídeos musicales del momento hasta los contenidos más...

YouTube - Apps en Google Play
Instala la app oficial de YouTube para teléfonos y tablets Android. Descubre lo que está mirando el
mundo, desde los videos musicales más populares hasta las tendencias en videojuegos, moda,...

Music
Visit the YouTube Music Channel to find today’s top talent, featured artists, and playlists. Subscribe
to see the latest in the music world. This channel was generated automatically by...

YouTube en App Store
Obtén la app oficial de YouTube para iPhones y iPads. Descubre lo que está mirando el mundo,
desde los videos musicales más populares hasta las tendencias en videojuegos, moda, belleza, …



YouTube Latinoamérica
¡No te pierdas esta oportunidad de conectar con la comunidad de YouTube en español como nunca
antes! #PodcastdeYouTube #YouTubeCreators #HistoriasdeYouTube

YouTube - YouTube
YouTube's Official Channel helps you discover what's new & trending globally. Watch must-see
videos, from music to culture to Internet phenomena

YouTube
Explore videos, music, and original content on YouTube, connecting with friends, family, and the
world.

Discover the poignant journey of self-discovery in "Finding Langston." Explore themes of identity
and belonging. Learn more about this touching story today!
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