
First Three Degrees Of Masonry

First three degrees of masonry represent the foundational levels of knowledge and initiation in
Freemasonry. Engaging with these degrees is essential for understanding the inner workings and
philosophies that govern this ancient fraternity. Each degree is rich with symbolism, rituals, and
teachings that guide members on their journey toward enlightenment and personal growth. In this
article, we will explore the significance, rituals, and meanings behind the first three degrees of
masonry: Entered Apprentice, Fellow Craft, and Master Mason.

What is Freemasonry?

Freemasonry is one of the world's oldest and largest fraternal organizations. It is built upon moral
and ethical principles, emphasizing personal development, community service, and charitable works.
Freemasonry is not a religion, but it requires its members to have a belief in a Supreme Being. The
fraternity is organized into lodges, where members gather to conduct meetings, share knowledge,
and engage in fellowship.

The Structure of Masonic Degrees

In Freemasonry, degrees are levels of membership that represent different stages of knowledge and
understanding. Each degree builds on the previous one, providing the initiate with deeper insights
into the teachings and values of the fraternity.

Overview of the First Three Degrees

The first three degrees of masonry serve as the entry point for new members. They are designed to
introduce the core values and teachings of Freemasonry while also establishing a sense of belonging
among members. Here’s a brief overview of each degree:

1. Entered Apprentice
2. Fellow Craft
3. Master Mason



The Entered Apprentice Degree

The Entered Apprentice degree is the first level of initiation in Freemasonry. It marks the beginning
of a Mason's journey and introduces them to the basic principles of the fraternity.

Significance of the Entered Apprentice Degree

The main themes of the Entered Apprentice degree include:

- Initiation: This degree symbolizes the entry into a new realm of knowledge and the start of a
lifelong journey.
- Moral Lessons: It emphasizes the importance of moral conduct, integrity, and the pursuit of virtue.
- Symbolism: Various symbols, such as the square and compasses, are introduced, representing the
values of Freemasonry.

Rituals and Teachings

The initiation ceremony for the Entered Apprentice degree includes various rituals aimed at
imparting essential lessons. Key components of the ritual include:

- The Obligation: The candidate takes an oath to uphold the values of Freemasonry and to maintain
the confidentiality of its teachings.
- The Working Tools: The candidate is introduced to the symbolic working tools of the Mason, such
as the 24-inch gauge and the common gavel, which represent the need for self-improvement and
discipline.
- The Lecture: After the initiation, a lecture is given to explain the symbols and lessons of the degree.

The Fellow Craft Degree

The Fellow Craft degree is the second level of Freemasonry, representing the advancement of
knowledge and the expansion of understanding.

Significance of the Fellow Craft Degree

This degree builds upon the foundation laid in the Entered Apprentice degree. Its main themes
include:

- Intellectual Growth: It emphasizes the importance of education and the pursuit of knowledge.
- Interpersonal Relationships: This degree highlights the significance of friendship, charity, and
community within the fraternity.
- Symbolic Journey: The Fellow Craft degree represents the transition from the material to the
spiritual, encouraging members to seek deeper truths.



Rituals and Teachings

The initiation into the Fellow Craft degree involves a more elaborate ritual, including:

- The Second Obligation: The candidate takes a further oath, reinforcing their commitment to the
principles of Freemasonry.
- The Working Tools: New tools, such as the plumb, level, and square, are introduced, symbolizing
the importance of balance, morality, and fairness.
- The Lecture: A lecture explains the significance of the degree's symbols and offers insights into the
moral teachings of the fraternity.

The Master Mason Degree

The Master Mason degree is the final and most significant of the three degrees. It represents the
culmination of a Mason's journey and the fullest realization of the teachings of Freemasonry.

Significance of the Master Mason Degree

This degree encompasses profound lessons and themes, including:

- Completion and Mastery: It signifies the completion of the basic Masonic journey and the
attainment of a higher level of understanding.
- Personal Transformation: The Master Mason degree focuses on self-improvement, personal
responsibility, and the importance of leaving a positive legacy.
- Eternal Life and Mortality: It addresses the concepts of life, death, and the hope of eternal life,
urging members to reflect on their own mortality.

Rituals and Teachings

The rituals associated with the Master Mason degree are profound and often more intricate than the
previous degrees. Key elements include:

- The Third Obligation: The candidate takes a final oath, solidifying their commitment to the
principles of Freemasonry and the brotherhood.
- The Working Tools: New symbols such as the trowel and the coffin are introduced, representing the
importance of unity and the inevitability of death.
- The Lecture: The lecture at this stage focuses on the symbolism of life and death, as well as the
moral and ethical teachings of the fraternity.

Conclusion

The first three degrees of masonry—Entered Apprentice, Fellow Craft, and Master Mason—are



foundational to understanding the philosophy and teachings of Freemasonry. Each degree serves as
a stepping stone, offering rich symbolism and vital lessons that guide members on their personal and
spiritual journeys. By engaging deeply with these degrees, Masons not only enhance their
knowledge but also foster a sense of camaraderie and connection with their fellow brothers. As they
progress through these degrees, members are encouraged to reflect on their moral values,
contribute to their communities, and strive for personal growth, embodying the true spirit of
Freemasonry.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the first three degrees of Freemasonry?
The first three degrees of Freemasonry are Entered Apprentice, Fellow Craft, and Master Mason.

What is the significance of the Entered Apprentice degree?
The Entered Apprentice degree signifies the beginning of a Mason's journey, focusing on moral and
ethical teachings, symbolizing the initiation into the fraternity.

What teachings are emphasized in the Fellow Craft degree?
The Fellow Craft degree emphasizes knowledge, education, and the importance of the arts and
sciences, encouraging Masons to continue their personal and intellectual development.

What does the Master Mason degree represent?
The Master Mason degree represents the culmination of Masonic knowledge and experience,
focusing on themes of mortality, the afterlife, and the importance of brotherhood.

How do the first three degrees of Masonry relate to personal
development?
Each degree builds upon the previous one, promoting personal growth, ethical behavior, and a
deeper understanding of oneself and the community.

What symbols are commonly associated with the first three
degrees of Masonry?
Common symbols include the square and compasses for all degrees, the plumb line for the Entered
Apprentice, and the hourglass for the Fellow Craft, among others.

Are the first three degrees of Masonry the same in all
jurisdictions?
While the core principles and teachings are similar, the rituals and specific practices may vary
between different Masonic jurisdictions.



What role does ritual play in the first three degrees of
Masonry?
Ritual plays a crucial role in Masonic degrees, serving as a means of imparting lessons, fostering a
sense of tradition, and creating a shared experience among members.

Can anyone join Freemasonry and experience the first three
degrees?
Generally, candidates must be adult males of good character, believing in a Supreme Being, and
seeking moral and personal improvement to join and progress through the degrees.

What is the process for advancing through the first three
degrees of Masonry?
Advancement typically involves completing the ritual for each degree, participating in discussions
about the lessons learned, and receiving approval from existing members.
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