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FINRA Series 79 Practice Exam is an essential tool for aspiring investment bankers and
financial professionals looking to pass the Series 79 qualification exam. This exam,
administered by the Financial Industry Regulatory Authority (FINRA), is designed to
assess the competency of individuals in the investment banking field. In this article, we
will explore the significance of the Series 79 exam, the structure of the exam, the benefits
of using practice exams, and strategies for effective preparation.

Understanding the FINRA Series 79 Exam

The Series 79 exam, also known as the Investment Banking Representative Exam, is a
requirement for individuals seeking to engage in investment banking activities. The exam
tests candidates on various topics related to investment banking, including:

e Understanding the role of investment banking

e Capital markets and offerings

e Mergers and acquisitions (M&A)



e Financial analysis and valuation

e Regulatory and compliance issues

Passing the Series 79 exam is a crucial step for those looking to work in investment
banking, as it demonstrates a foundational understanding of the financial principles, tools,
and regulatory environment in which investment banks operate.

Structure of the Series 79 Exam

The Series 79 exam comprises 75 multiple-choice questions, and candidates are given 150
minutes to complete it. The passing score is 75%, meaning that candidates must correctly
answer at least 56 questions to pass.

Exam Content Breakdown

The content of the Series 79 exam is divided into four major areas, each contributing to
the overall score:
1. Understanding Investment Banking: 20%
o Roles and responsibilities of investment banking professionals

o Types of investment banking products and services

2. Capital Markets: 30%
o Equity and debt offerings
o Private placements and public offerings

o Market structures and economic factors

3. Mergers and Acquisitions: 30%
o Valuation techniques
o Deal structuring and negotiation

o Due diligence and regulatory considerations



4. Regulatory Framework: 20%
o Understanding key regulations (e.g., SEC, FINRA)

o Compliance and ethical considerations

This breakdown highlights the importance of comprehensive knowledge in each area for
successful exam performance.

Importance of Practice Exams

Using a FINRA Series 79 practice exam is vital for several reasons:

1. Familiarity with Exam Format

One of the primary benefits of taking practice exams is that they familiarize candidates
with the format and structure of the actual test. Understanding how questions are
presented, the timing, and the scoring can reduce anxiety and improve performance on
exam day.

2. Identifying Strengths and Weaknesses

Practice exams help candidates pinpoint their strengths and weaknesses in various subject
areas. By reviewing the results of a practice exam, candidates can focus their study efforts
on the topics that require more attention, thus optimizing their preparation time.

3. Enhancing Time Management Skills

Time management is crucial during the Series 79 exam. Practicing with timed exams
allows candidates to develop strategies for pacing themselves, ensuring they can complete
the test within the allotted time.

4. Building Confidence

Regularly taking practice exams can build confidence as candidates see their knowledge



improve over time. This increased confidence can lead to better performance on the actual
exam.

How to Prepare for the Series 79 Exam

Preparing for the Series 79 exam requires a strategic approach. Here are some effective
strategies to consider:

1. Create a Study Schedule

Develop a study schedule that allocates time for each topic covered in the exam.
Consistency is key, so setting aside dedicated study time each day can help reinforce
learning.

2. Utilize Study Materials

Leverage various study materials, including textbooks, online courses, and video tutorials.
Additionally, using FINRA's official study guide can provide reliable information regarding
the exam content.

3. Take Practice Exams

Incorporate a variety of practice exams into your study routine. Aim to take at least one
practice exam per week to track your progress and adapt your study plan based on the
results.

4. Join Study Groups

Collaborating with peers can provide different perspectives and insights into complex
topics. Consider joining a study group where members can share resources, quiz each
other, and discuss challenging concepts.

5. Focus on Weak Areas

After each practice exam, analyze your performance to identify areas needing
improvement. Spend additional time reviewing these topics to strengthen your
understanding.



6. Simulate Exam Conditions

To better prepare for the actual exam, simulate testing conditions when taking practice
exams. This includes limiting distractions, adhering to the time limit, and treating the
practice exam as if it were the real test.

Resources for Series 79 Exam Preparation

Several resources are available to help candidates prepare for the Series 79 exam
effectively:

e Official FINRA Study Materials: FINRA provides a comprehensive study guide and
other resources that outline the exam content.

e Online Course Providers: Websites like Kaplan, ExamFX, and Securities Training
Corporation offer online courses specifically tailored for the Series 79 exam.

e Practice Questions and Simulators: Many educational platforms provide access to
a wide range of practice questions and exam simulators, allowing candidates to test
their knowledge and gain familiarity with the format.

¢ Study Groups and Forums: Engaging with others preparing for the exam through
online forums and local study groups can provide support and additional resources.

Conclusion

Preparing for the FINRA Series 79 exam is a significant undertaking, but with the right
strategies and resources, candidates can increase their chances of success. Utilizing a
FINRA Series 79 practice exam is essential in this preparation, offering familiarity with
the exam format, insights into strengths and weaknesses, and opportunities to build
confidence. By following a structured study plan and leveraging available resources,
aspiring investment bankers can effectively prepare for this critical milestone in their
careers. With dedication and the right approach, passing the Series 79 exam is within
reach.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the FINRA Series 79 exam primarily focused on?

The FINRA Series 79 exam is focused on investment banking, including areas such as
mergers and acquisitions, public offerings, and private placements.



How many questions are on the Series 79 practice
exam?

The Series 79 practice exam typically contains 75 multiple-choice questions.

What is the passing score for the Series 79 exam?

The passing score for the Series 79 exam is 75%, meaning you need to correctly answer at
least 53 out of 75 questions.

Where can I find reliable Series 79 practice exams?

Reliable Series 79 practice exams can be found on financial education websites, test prep
companies, and through online platforms that specialize in FINRA exam preparation.

How should I prepare for the Series 79 exam effectively?

Effective preparation for the Series 79 exam includes studying the exam content outline,
taking practice exams, reviewing relevant materials, and utilizing flashcards for key
concepts.

What topics are covered in the Series 79 exam?

Topics covered in the Series 79 exam include understanding financial statements,
valuation methods, capital raising, and regulatory requirements.

What is the format of the Series 79 practice exam?

The Series 79 practice exam is typically formatted as a multiple-choice test, similar to the
actual exam, consisting of scenario-based and straightforward questions.

Are there any recommended study materials for the
Series 79 exam?

Recommended study materials for the Series 79 exam include textbooks, online courses,
study guides, and practice question banks specifically designed for the Series 79.
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Prepare for success with our comprehensive FINRA Series 79 practice exam. Test your knowledge
and boost your confidence. Learn more and ace your exam today!
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