
Flight Of The Conchords Business Time
Episode

Flight of the Conchords: Business Time Episode is one of the most memorable
episodes from the New Zealand-based comedy duo's self-titled television
series, which aired on HBO from 2007 to 2009. The show is a unique blend of
musical comedy and situational humor, and the "Business Time" episode
encapsulates the charm and wit that made Flight of the Conchords a cult
favorite. This episode, which is the 5th in the first season, cleverly
intertwines themes of romance, personal relationships, and the humorous
absurdity of modern life, all delivered through the duo's signature musical
style.

Plot Summary

The episode begins with Bret and Jemaine, the two members of the Flight of
the Conchords, discussing their lives and the concept of "business time" in a
humorous and relatable manner. The term "business time" refers to the time
when they transition from their day-to-day tasks into romantic endeavors. The
song that follows, "Business Time," is a comedic take on how mundane tasks
and routines can be transformed into an intimate moment with a partner.

The plot progresses as Bret tries to impress his love interest, a woman named
Coco, while Jemaine deals with his own romantic entanglements. Throughout the
episode, the duo's interactions highlight the awkwardness of dating and the
struggles of maintaining relationships in a modern world filled with



distractions. The juxtaposition of their comedic musical numbers and the more
serious undertones of romantic relationships creates a layered narrative that
resonates with viewers.

Key Themes

The "Business Time" episode explores several key themes that are prevalent
throughout the series:

1. Romantic Relationships: The episode humorously addresses the complexities
of romance, illustrating how mundane activities can lead to intimate moments.
The characters' awkwardness and lack of experience in dating serve as comedic
relief while also reflecting genuine emotions.

2. Cultural Identity: As New Zealanders living in New York, Bret and Jemaine
often face cultural misunderstandings. Their unique perspective allows for
humor that crosses cultural boundaries while also highlighting their distinct
Kiwi backgrounds.

3. Friendship: The bond between Bret and Jemaine is a focal point of the
episode. Their support for one another, despite the awkwardness of their
situations, showcases the importance of friendship in navigating life’s
challenges.

4. The Absurdity of Life: The episode embraces the absurdity of everyday
life, particularly in the realm of romance. The exaggerated presentation of
"business time" and the duo's unique interpretations of relationships serve
to highlight the often ridiculous nature of modern dating.

Musical Numbers

One of the defining features of the "Flight of the Conchords" series is its
musical interludes. In this episode, the songs are not only entertaining but
also serve to advance the plot and develop character relationships. The most
notable musical number, "Business Time," is a standout moment that
encapsulates the episode's themes.

"Business Time" Breakdown

The song "Business Time" is characterized by its catchy melody and humorous
lyrics. Here’s a breakdown of its key elements:

- Lyrics: The lyrics humorously detail the mundane elements of preparing for
a romantic encounter, such as putting on clean clothes and lighting candles.
The contrast between the everyday routine and the excitement of romance is a



central theme.

- Performance Style: The deadpan delivery of Bret and Jemaine adds to the
comedic effect. Their serious demeanor juxtaposed with the silly nature of
the lyrics creates a memorable and entertaining experience.

- Visuals: The visuals accompanying the performance enhance the humor,
featuring the duo’s awkward dance moves and exaggerated expressions, further
showcasing their comedic talent.

Impact on Viewers

The "Business Time" episode has left a lasting impact on viewers, resonating
with audiences for various reasons:

1. Relatability: Many viewers find the themes of romance and awkwardness in
dating relatable. The portrayal of Bret and Jemaine's struggles mirrors real-
life experiences, making it easy for audiences to connect with the
characters.

2. Humor: The unique blend of musical comedy and situational humor sets
Flight of the Conchords apart from other shows. The absurdity of "business
time" and the duo's comedic timing deliver laughs that resonate long after
the episode ends.

3. Cultural Insights: The episode offers a glimpse into Kiwi culture through
Bret and Jemaine's perspectives, allowing viewers from different backgrounds
to appreciate the distinctiveness of their humor.

Character Development

Throughout the episode, both Bret and Jemaine experience moments of growth,
albeit in a comedic context.

Bret McKenzie

Bret is portrayed as the more romantic and hopeful member of the duo. His
efforts to impress Coco demonstrate his desire for a genuine connection, even
if it leads to awkward situations. The episode highlights his struggles with
confidence and self-image, making his romantic pursuits both endearing and
relatable.



Jemaine Clement

In contrast, Jemaine is depicted as more cynical and pragmatic regarding
relationships. His interactions with women often reflect a humorous
detachment, yet he ultimately demonstrates a willingness to engage in
romantic endeavors. The episode showcases his character's complexity and the
subtle vulnerabilities that lie beneath his exterior.

Cultural References and Context

The "Business Time" episode is rich with cultural references and situational
humor that reflect the socio-cultural landscape of the time.

- New York City: The setting plays a crucial role in the series, as the
bustling city serves as a backdrop for the duo's misadventures. Their
outsider perspective provides a satirical lens through which to view life in
the urban environment.

- Relationship Norms: The episode comments on contemporary relationship
norms, particularly the challenges of maintaining intimacy in a fast-paced
world. The humor surrounding "business time" reflects the absurdity of trying
to carve out meaningful moments amid life's chaos.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the "Business Time" episode of Flight of the Conchords stands
out as a quintessential example of the show's unique blend of musical comedy
and relatable storytelling. Through its exploration of romance, friendship,
and the absurdity of modern life, the episode resonates with audiences on
multiple levels. The memorable musical numbers, particularly "Business Time,"
continue to be celebrated for their clever lyrics and comedic delivery. As a
result, this episode not only showcases the charm of Bret and Jemaine but
also cements their place in the pantheon of comedic duos. The legacy of
Flight of the Conchords endures, and "Business Time" remains a highlight in a
series filled with laughter and heart.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of the 'Business Time'
episode from Flight of the Conchords?
The main theme revolves around the humorous take on the mundane aspects of
adult life, particularly focusing on the concept of romance and the contrast



between everyday responsibilities and intimate relationships.

How do Jemaine and Bret portray the idea of
'business time' in the episode?
Jemaine and Bret portray 'business time' as a comical routine that highlights
the transition from everyday work to romantic encounters, with exaggerated
emphasis on the seriousness of their 'business' approach to intimacy.

What musical style is featured in the 'Business
Time' song?
The 'Business Time' song features a smooth, laid-back R&B style, which
contrasts humorously with the lyrics that discuss mundane aspects of adult
life.

What does the term 'business time' refer to in the
context of the episode?
In the context of the episode, 'business time' refers to the time that
Jemaine and Bret allocate for romantic activities, which they treat with a
comedic seriousness as if it were a business meeting.

How does the episode depict the relationship
dynamics between men and women?
The episode humorously depicts the relationship dynamics by showing how men
and women may have different expectations and approaches to romance, with the
Conchords' characters often missing the mark in understanding their partners.

What role do the supporting characters play in the
'Business Time' episode?
The supporting characters, including their manager Murray and various women,
enhance the humor by reacting to Jemaine and Bret's antics and providing
context that highlights the absurdity of the main characters' perspectives on
romance.

What are some memorable quotes from the 'Business
Time' song?
Memorable quotes include phrases like 'It's business, it's business time,'
and descriptions of the mundane activities that lead up to their romantic
encounters, showcasing the comedic contrast between the two.

How does the episode blend music and comedy?
The episode effectively blends music and comedy by using catchy songs that
incorporate witty lyrics and humorous scenarios, making the characters'



experiences relatable while also entertaining the audience.
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