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Filipino American National Historical Society (FANHS) is a prominent organization dedicated to
the documentation, preservation, and promotion of the history and culture of Filipino Americans in the
United States. Established in 1982, FANHS has played a crucial role in elevating the narrative of
Filipino American history, which has often been overlooked in mainstream historical accounts. This
article delves into the origins, contributions, and ongoing initiatives of FANHS, highlighting its
significance in the broader scope of American history.

Origins of FANHS

The Filipino American National Historical Society was founded in response to a growing need for
recognition of Filipino Americans' contributions to the United States. The organization emerged from
several key factors:

» Historical Marginalization: Filipino Americans have historically been marginalized in the
United States, with their stories often left untold.

e Community Advocacy: The founding members sought to advocate for the recognition of
Filipino American history and culture.

¢ Academic and Cultural Collaboration: FANHS was established to foster collaboration
between scholars, educators, and community leaders interested in Filipino American history.

In its early years, FANHS focused on gathering oral histories, documents, and artifacts to create a
more comprehensive narrative of Filipino American experiences. This grassroots effort laid the
groundwork for the organization's subsequent initiatives and projects.



Goals and Objectives

FANHS operates with several key goals and objectives that guide its mission:

1. Preservation of History: The organization aims to preserve the history and culture of Filipino
Americans through documentation and archival efforts.

2. Education and Awareness: FANHS seeks to educate both the Filipino American community
and the broader public about the significant contributions of Filipinos throughout American
history.

3. Promotion of Cultural Heritage: The society promotes the rich cultural heritage of Filipino
Americans through various programs and initiatives.

4. Advocacy for Recognition: FANHS advocates for the recognition of Filipino American history
in educational curricula and public discourse.

These objectives reflect the organization's commitment to fostering a deeper understanding of
Filipino American experiences and ensuring their inclusion in the larger narrative of American history.

Key Contributions of FANHS

FANHS has made significant contributions to the preservation and promotion of Filipino American
history through various initiatives:

1. Archival Projects

FANHS has been instrumental in collecting and preserving historical documents, photographs, and
oral histories related to Filipino Americans. Some notable projects include:

* The Filipino American Historical Archives: This collection houses documents, photographs,
and artifacts that chronicle the experiences of Filipino Americans from various regions of the
U.S.

e Oral History Programs: FANHS has conducted numerous oral history interviews with Filipino
American elders, ensuring that their stories and experiences are recorded for future
generations.



2. Educational Programs

FANHS offers a variety of educational resources and programs aimed at promoting awareness and
understanding of Filipino American history. These include:

e Curriculum Development: FANHS collaborates with educators to create curriculum materials
that incorporate Filipino American history into school programs.

e Workshops and Seminars: The organization hosts workshops and seminars to educate the
public about key historical events and figures in Filipino American history.

3. Cultural Celebrations

FANHS organizes cultural events and celebrations that highlight Filipino heritage. Some examples
include:

 Filipino American History Month: FANHS promotes October as Filipino American History
Month, celebrating the contributions of Filipino Americans through events and activities.

e Cultural Festivals: The organization hosts festivals that showcase Filipino arts, music, and
cuisine, fostering a sense of community and cultural pride.

4. Advocacy and Policy Work

FANHS actively engages in advocacy efforts to ensure that Filipino American history is recognized and
included in educational and cultural institutions. This includes:

* Lobbying for Legislative Recognition: FANHS has worked with lawmakers to introduce bills
recognizing Filipino American contributions to American society.

e Collaboration with Other Organizations: The society collaborates with other cultural and
historical organizations to promote diversity and inclusion in historical narratives.

Impact on the Filipino American Community

The impact of FANHS on the Filipino American community is profound and multi-faceted. By



advocating for the recognition and preservation of Filipino American history, the organization has
empowered individuals and families to take pride in their heritage. Some key impacts include:

1. Strengthening Cultural Identity

FANHS has played a vital role in helping Filipino Americans connect with their roots and understand
their cultural heritage. By providing resources and opportunities for cultural expression, the
organization fosters a strong sense of identity within the community.

2. Building Community Networks

Through events, educational programs, and outreach efforts, FANHS has created a network of
individuals and organizations dedicated to preserving and promoting Filipino American history. This
sense of community encourages collaboration and mutual support among members.

3. Enhancing Visibility and Representation

FANHS has been instrumental in increasing the visibility of Filipino Americans in the broader historical
narrative. By documenting and sharing stories, the organization ensures that the contributions of
Filipino Americans are acknowledged and celebrated.

Conclusion

The Filipino American National Historical Society stands as a testament to the resilience and richness

of Filipino American history. Through its dedication to preservation, education, and advocacy, FANHS

has made significant strides in ensuring that the stories of Filipino Americans are not only recognized

but celebrated. As the organization continues to grow and evolve, it remains committed to its mission
of fostering a deeper understanding of Filipino American experiences, empowering future generations
to take pride in their heritage and contributions to the American tapestry.

In an era where historical narratives are increasingly scrutinized, the work of FANHS serves as a
reminder of the importance of inclusive history that honors the diverse experiences that shape our
nation.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Filipino American National Historical Society
(FANHS)?

The Filipino American National Historical Society (FANHS) is a nonprofit organization dedicated to
preserving and promoting the history and culture of Filipino Americans in the United States.



When was the Filipino American National Historical Society
founded?
FANHS was founded in 1991 in the United States.

What are the main objectives of FANHS?

The main objectives of FANHS include documenting and preserving Filipino American history,
promoting educational programs, and advocating for the recognition of the contributions of Filipino
Americans to U.S. history.

How does FANHS contribute to education about Filipino
American history?

FANHS contributes to education by organizing workshops, creating educational materials, and
collaborating with schools and universities to incorporate Filipino American history into their curricula.

What types of events does FANHS organize?

FANHS organizes various events such as conferences, cultural festivals, and historical exhibits to
celebrate and inform the public about Filipino American heritage.

How can individuals get involved with FANHS?

Individuals can get involved with FANHS by becoming members, volunteering for events, participating
in local chapters, or contributing to their educational and archival projects.

What resources does FANHS provide for researchers and
historians?

FANHS provides access to a wealth of resources including archives, oral histories, publications, and a
network of scholars focused on Filipino American studies.
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