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Final Fantasy XIV (FFXIV) has captivated players around the world with its stunning
visuals and immersive gameplay. However, many players wish to enhance their graphics
further, making the experience even more visually appealing. One popular method to
achieve this is by using Reshade, a post-processing injector that allows players to apply
various filters and effects to enhance the game's graphics. This FFXIV Reshade install
guide will walk you through the installation process, configuration, and some tips for
optimizing your visual experience in the game.

What is Reshade?

Reshade is a powerful tool that allows users to modify the appearance of their games
through customizable shaders. With Reshade, you can adjust colors, contrast, brightness,
and even add effects like depth of field or ambient occlusion. It’s a popular choice for
players looking to improve their gaming visuals without requiring extensive modifications
or add-ons.

System Requirements

Before diving into the installation process, it’s essential to ensure that your system meets
the requirements to run Reshade effectively. Here are the minimum and recommended
system requirements:



Minimum Requirements

- Operating System: Windows 7 or later

- CPU: Dual-core processor

- RAM: 2 GB

- GPU: DirectX 9 compatible graphics card

Recommended Requirements

- Operating System: Windows 10 or later

- CPU: Quad-core processor

- RAM: 8 GB or more

- GPU: DirectX 11 compatible graphics card

Installing Reshade

The installation of Reshade is relatively straightforward. Follow these steps to get started:

Step 1: Download Reshade

1. Visit the official Reshade website: [reshade.me](https://reshade.me)
2. Click on the “Download” button to get the latest version of Reshade.

Step 2: Locate Your FFXIV Installation Folder

1. Open your File Explorer.

2. Navigate to the directory where FFXIV is installed. This is typically found:

- For Steam Users: "C:\Program Files (x86)\Steam\steamapps\common\FINAL FANTASY
XIV Online

- For Non-Steam Users: Usually in " C:\Program Files (x86)\SquareEnix\FINAL FANTASY
XIv*

Step 3: Run the Reshade Installer

1. Open the Reshade installer that you downloaded.

2. Click on “Select Game to Install to” and navigate to your FFXIV installation folder.
3. Select the game executable file, typically named "FFXIV.exe or ffxiv dx11.exe for
DirectX 11 users.

4. When prompted to choose the rendering API, select Direct3D 10+.



Step 4: Choose Shaders to Install

1. After selecting the rendering API, the installer will present a list of shaders.
2. You can choose to install all of them or select specific ones that you are interested in.
For beginners, it is recommended to install the default shaders to get started.

Step 5: Complete the Installation

1. Once you have selected your shaders, click on the “OK” button to begin the installation.
2. The installer will download and install the shaders to the selected game directory.
3. After the installation is complete, click “Finish.”

Configuring Reshade

After installing Reshade, the next step is to configure it to suit your preferences. Here’s
how to get started:

Step 1: Launch FFXIV

1. Start FFXIV as you normally would.
2. Once the game is running, you should see a message indicating that Reshade is active.

Step 2: Access the Reshade Menu

1. Press the Home key on your keyboard to open the Reshade overlay.
2. The overlay will display a menu with several tabs including “Home,” “Settings,” and
various shader categories.

Step 3: Selecting a Preset

1. In the Reshade menu, navigate to the “Home” tab.

2. You can load a preset if you have one, or you can create your own by adjusting the
settings for each shader.

3. For beginners, consider starting with pre-made presets available in the Reshade
community or on forums related to FFXIV.

Step 4: Adjusting Shader Settings



1. Click on each shader to open its settings.

2. Adjust the sliders and options to find the look that suits you best.
3. Some popular shaders to consider include:

- LumaSharpen: Enhances sharpness and detail.

- Vibrance: Boosts color saturation without oversaturating.

- AmbientLight: Adds ambient lighting effects for realism.

Troubleshooting Common Issues

While installing and configuring Reshade is usually straightforward, you may encounter
some issues. Here are common problems and their solutions:

Reshade Not Loading

- Ensure you are launching the correct executable file (typically "ffxiv dx11.exe").
- Make sure that Reshade is installed in the correct game directory.
- Check that your antivirus software is not blocking Reshade.

Game Crashing on Startup

- Try running the game in windowed mode rather than fullscreen.
- Remove the Reshade files from the game directory and reinstall carefully.
- Disable any conflicting overlays, such as those from GeForce Experience or Discord.

Performance Issues

- Try disabling certain shaders that are particularly performance-heavy.

- Lower the resolution of your game or adjust graphical settings within the FFXIV options
menu.

- Ensure your graphics drivers are up to date.

Tips for Optimal Use

To get the most out of Reshade in FFXIV, consider these additional tips:

- Experiment with Presets: The community often shares presets that can save you time in
configuring Reshade. Look for ones tailored for FFXIV.

- Adjust In-Game Settings: Sometimes, tweaking FFXIV’s built-in graphics settings can
enhance the effects of Reshade.

- Backup Your Settings: Once you find a setup you love, backup your Reshade settings to
avoid losing them during updates or reinstalls.



- Stay Updated: Keep an eye on updates from both FFXIV and Reshade to ensure
compatibility and access to new features.

Conclusion

Using Reshade can significantly enhance your FFXIV experience by adding a layer of
visual fidelity that makes the beautiful world of Eorzea even more stunning. By following
this FFXIV Reshade install guide, you should be well-equipped to install, configure, and
optimize Reshade to suit your preferences. Remember to experiment with different
shaders and settings, and enjoy the breathtaking visuals that Reshade can bring to your
gameplay. Happy adventuring!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Reshade and how does it enhance FFXIV?

Reshade is a post-processing injector that allows players to apply various visual effects
and filters to games, including Final Fantasy XIV. It enhances graphics by improving
colors, adding depth, and providing customizable visual adjustments to create a more
immersive experience.

What are the basic steps to install Reshade for FFXIV?

To install Reshade for FFXIV, first download the Reshade installer from the official
website. Run the installer, select 'FinalFantasyXIV.exe' from your FFXIV installation
directory, choose the Direct3D 10+ option, and then select the effects packages you want
to install. Finally, launch the game and follow the on-screen prompts to configure
Reshade.

Are there any compatibility issues with Reshade and
FFXIV?

While Reshade generally works well with FFXIV, some users may experience issues with
certain effects or performance impacts. It's important to ensure you're using the latest
version of Reshade and to test different effects to find the optimal settings that do not
interfere with gameplay or cause crashes.

Can using Reshade lead to a ban in FFXIV?

Using Reshade is generally safe, as it is not considered cheating. However, it's essential to
use it responsibly and avoid any features that could be seen as altering gameplay. Always
check the game's terms of service and community guidelines to ensure compliance and
avoid any risk of account penalties.



What are some popular Reshade presets for FFXIV?

Popular Reshade presets for FFXIV include 'FFXIV Reshade by Kye' and '‘GShade’, which
are specifically tailored for the game. These presets enhance visuals with various effects,
such as improved lighting, color grading, and ambient occlusion. Players can find these
presets on community forums or dedicated FFXIV modding sites.
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Demiatma drop rates are unacceptable

May 31, 2025 - I, for one, agree. I had the day off work today. Decided to try and grind for some
Demiatma. Spent all morning and a good chunk of the afternoon jumping between OC and running
FATES in Dawntrail zones hoping to obtain one or two at least. Know how many Demiatma's I
obtained? None. And to be honest, I'm not even remotely interested in trying ...

Housing Interior Size Upgrade

Sep 30, 2024 - During the live letter, Yoshi-P talked about a potential change for the upcoming patch
cycle (past 7.1), wherein players could upgrade their house interior to that of a larger house (the
example he used was a small house with a large house interior. I'm pretty stoked for this, as it's
something I've suggested a few times. Also, I hope it applies to apartments as well, ...
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Insufficient Information / Unable to Verify / Confirmed/Planning to Address / Fixed / Working as
Intended / Duplicate Bugs / Not a Bug Report

What is your Atma Drop Rate & Farming Method
Jun 22, 2025 - Forum Top English Forums Community General Discussion What is your Atma Drop

Rate & Farming Method

Live Letter news hope: Fan Fest... what's going on?

Jun 18, 2025 - I'm hoping we get SOME kind of news for Fan Fest! Per the previous Fan Fest
schedule, it should've been happening this fall and we should've already had ticket sales by now. It
was hinted at on the New Years letter and mentioned in a few random interviews but nothing in the
Live Letters yet.

Forked Tower very unfortunate incident happened and why I'll quit
Jun 29, 2025 - Forum Top English Forums Community General Discussion Forked Tower very
unfortunate incident happened and why I'll quit

Patch 7.2's Account ID protection measures have already been ...
Apr 14, 2025 - Forum Top English Forums Community General Discussion Patch 7.2's Account ID

protection measures have already been circumvented

steam deck 7.25

Jun 21, 2025 - I've been playing FFXIV for 8 years, the last 4 those using Linux/Proton/WINE. I don't
have a Windows system anymore, Windows 7 was the last version I've used and can't afford a new
computer without breaking my budget badly.

Stellar Mission Scaling issue

Apr 30, 2025 - I noticed there was an issue that came up with the Cosmic Exploration Stellar
Missions and that is the scaling of difficulty is WAY too steep for certain level requirements, even at
the best item levels past minimum. A friend of mine has the level 100 gear for crafting classes,



melded and with crafting meals bonuses up, bought with the scripts and yet he's having ...

Letter from the Producer LIVE Part LXXXVII (07/03/2025)

Jul 1, 2025 - Yoshida noted that the quality of FFXIV’s operations has been slipping over its many
years of service, indicated by recurrent cases of system-related flaws, as well as in-game issues
requiring immediate action.

Unlock stunning visuals in FFXIV with our comprehensive Reshade install guide. Enhance your
gameplay experience today! Learn more now!
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