
Examples Of Hypocrisy In To Kill A
Mockingbird

Hypocrisy is a recurring theme in Harper Lee's classic novel "To Kill a
Mockingbird," illustrating the complex moral landscape of the American South
during the 1930s. Through the lens of young Scout Finch, the narrative
exposes the contradictions and double standards that permeate the society of
Maycomb, Alabama. This article will explore various examples of hypocrisy
found in the novel, analyzing their implications on character development,
societal norms, and moral lessons.

Understanding Hypocrisy in Maycomb

Before delving into specific instances, it is essential to define what
hypocrisy means in the context of "To Kill a Mockingbird." Hypocrisy involves
the practice of claiming to have moral standards or beliefs to which one's
own behavior does not conform. The characters in the novel often exhibit
behaviors that starkly contrast with the values they profess, highlighting
the moral failings of the community.

The Finch Family and Their Values

1. Atticus Finch's Integrity vs. Maycomb's Prejudice
Atticus Finch stands as a paragon of virtue throughout the novel. He teaches
his children, Scout and Jem, to uphold principles of justice, empathy, and
understanding. However, Atticus’s moral stance is put to the test against the
deeply ingrained racism of Maycomb. Despite advocating for Tom Robinson, a
Black man wrongfully accused of raping a white woman, many townsfolk express
their disdain for Atticus, labeling him a traitor. This hypocrisy is evident
in how the community applauds the idea of justice while simultaneously
upholding racial prejudice.

2. Scout’s Learning Journey
Scout's educational experience also reveals hypocrisy. At school, she
encounters Miss Caroline, who represents an education system that fails to



recognize individual differences among students. Miss Caroline dismisses
Scout’s advanced reading skills and punishes her for speaking out about
Walter Cunningham's situation. This reflects the hypocrisy of an educational
system that claims to foster learning yet enforces conformity and fails to
accommodate diverse backgrounds.

Community Leaders and Their Actions

The leaders and respected figures of Maycomb, who are supposed to embody
moral authority, often reveal their own hypocrisy through their actions.

Mrs. Dubose: Courage vs. Prejudice

Mrs. Dubose, an elderly woman battling a morphine addiction, is portrayed as
a figure of bravery by Atticus. He admires her for her fight to overcome her
addiction, viewing it as a testament to true courage. However, Mrs. Dubose is
also a staunch racist, often using her last breaths to hurl insults at the
Black community. This duality showcases how individuals can embody both
admirable and despicable traits, complicating the reader's understanding of
morality and virtue.

The Missionary Society's Double Standards

The Missionary Society of Maycomb, comprised of well-meaning women, presents
another striking example of hypocrisy. They gather to discuss their efforts
to help the Mrunas, a fictional African tribe, while simultaneously harboring
racist attitudes towards their own Black neighbors. The society’s members
express concern for distant strangers while ignoring the injustices faced by
those in their community. This reveals a significant contradiction: they
preach compassion and charity yet fail to practice it within their own
society.

Racial Hypocrisy in the Courtroom

The courtroom serves as a microcosm of Maycomb’s societal hypocrisy,
particularly during Tom Robinson’s trial.

The Role of the Justice System

1. Atticus's Defense vs. Jury’s Bias
Atticus provides a compelling defense for Tom Robinson, emphasizing the lack



of evidence and the implausibility of the accusations. Despite his logical
arguments, the all-white jury ultimately convicts Robinson, demonstrating a
profound hypocrisy in the justice system. It claims to uphold fairness and
equality yet is swayed by racial prejudice. This moment in the novel starkly
contrasts the principles of justice that Atticus teaches his children.

2. The Testimony of Mayella Ewell
Mayella Ewell's testimony is drenched in hypocrisy as well. She claims to
have been assaulted by Tom Robinson and uses her status as a white woman to
garner sympathy. However, her situation is complicated by the fact that her
father, Bob Ewell, is an abusive drunk who likely perpetuates her suffering.
Mayella’s actions reflect the societal expectations placed on her as a white
woman, as well as her own internal conflicts, revealing the hypocrisy of a
system that prioritizes race over truth.

Children's Perception of Hypocrisy

Scout and Jem’s experiences throughout the novel provide critical insight
into the hypocrisy of the adult world.

Lessons from Calpurnia

Calpurnia, the Finch family's housekeeper, serves as a bridge between the
Black and white communities. She teaches Scout and Jem valuable lessons about
race and identity, exposing them to the hypocrisy within their own family and
community. For instance, Calpurnia takes the children to her Black church,
where they experience a different culture and confront their own biases. This
encounter highlights the hypocrisy of a society that claims to be superior
while failing to recognize the humanity of others.

The Impact of Boo Radley’s Myth

The character of Boo Radley embodies the hypocrisy of societal perceptions.
Initially viewed as a monstrous figure by the children, Boo ultimately
reveals himself to be kind and protective. The children's fear and
misunderstanding of Boo reflect the broader societal tendency to judge others
based on rumors and surface appearances rather than their true character.
Boo's eventual act of heroism serves to dismantle the prejudices held by
Scout and Jem, prompting them to reevaluate their beliefs.

Conclusion: The Lessons of Hypocrisy

The examples of hypocrisy in "To Kill a Mockingbird" serve as a powerful



critique of societal norms and moral values. Harper Lee masterfully
illustrates how individuals and communities can profess high ideals while
simultaneously engaging in behaviors that contradict those ideals.

Through characters like Atticus Finch, Mrs. Dubose, and the members of the
Missionary Society, the reader is challenged to confront the complexities of
human nature and the societal structures that perpetuate injustice. The
lessons learned through the eyes of Scout and Jem encourage readers to
question their own beliefs and the inconsistencies that may exist within
them.

Ultimately, "To Kill a Mockingbird" remains a timeless exploration of the
moral failures that can arise in a society that struggles to reconcile its
ideals with its actions. The hypocrisy found within its pages serves as a
reminder that the journey toward understanding and empathy is often fraught
with contradictions, challenging us to strive for a more just and equitable
world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is an example of hypocrisy shown by the
character of Mrs. Dubose in 'To Kill a Mockingbird'?
Mrs. Dubose publicly criticizes the Finch family and their values while
secretly battling her own addiction to morphine, illustrating the difference
between her outward demeanor and inner struggles.

How does the trial of Tom Robinson reveal hypocrisy
in the judicial system in 'To Kill a Mockingbird'?
The trial exposes the hypocrisy of a supposedly fair justice system that is
influenced by racial prejudice, as Tom is judged not on the evidence but on
his race.

What hypocritical behavior do the townspeople
exhibit regarding their views on morality?
The townspeople condemn Boo Radley for being a recluse while simultaneously
engaging in gossip and backbiting, showcasing their own moral failings.

In what way does Scout's school experience reflect
hypocrisy?
Scout's teacher, Miss Caroline, preaches about the importance of education
while being dismissive of Scout's advanced reading skills, demonstrating a
contradiction between her ideals and actions.



How does Atticus Finch embody hypocrisy when it
comes to protecting his children?
Atticus teaches Scout and Jem to stand up for what is right, yet he also
exposes them to the harsh realities of racism and injustice, creating a
conflicting message about moral courage.

What does the character of Bob Ewell represent in
terms of hypocrisy?
Bob Ewell portrays hypocrisy by projecting himself as a victim of social
injustice while he is actually a perpetrator of racism and violence,
particularly against Tom Robinson.

How does the women's mission society in Maycomb
illustrate hypocrisy?
The women of the mission society claim to support noble causes but often
display racial prejudice and exclusionary attitudes towards African
Americans, revealing their contradictory values.

How does the character of Mayella Ewell exemplify
hypocrisy in her actions?
Mayella claims to be a victim of her father's abuse yet attempts to maintain
her social status through deceit, showing the conflicting nature of her
situation.

What role does the character of Calpurnia play in
highlighting the hypocrisy of the Finch family?
Calpurnia navigates two worlds, showing the Finch children the realities of
racism in their community while also providing them with lessons on respect
and equality, exposing the hypocrisy in their sheltered upbringing.
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