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“The Importance of Being Earnest”
by Oscar Wilde

I hope temorrow will be a fine day, Lane. | ought te get
some riding in before dinner.”
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“The Grapes of Wrath" by John Steinbeck

“Listen to the motor. Den't gun it when you're driving.
Sometimes she won't idle down, but den't race her.”

“Moby Dick” by Herman Melville
"So, when on one side you hoist in Locke's head, you go over
that way; but now, on the other side, hoist in Kant's and you

come back again.”
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Examples of jargon in literature refer to specialized language used by
writers that may be difficult for the general reader to understand. Jargon
can serve various purposes in literature, including establishing
authenticity, creating a sense of belonging among certain groups, or
enhancing the theme and tone of a work. While some jargon is specific to
particular fields or professions, literary jargon often emerges from the
unique characteristics of different genres, styles, and movements. This
article explores the various types of jargon found in literature, discussing
their significance, examples, and the impact they have on readers and writers



alike.

Understanding Jargon in Literature

Jargon can be defined as specialized terminology associated with a particular
field, trade, or profession. In literature, it encompasses the unique
vocabulary and phrases that writers employ to convey their ideas, themes, and
emotions. Literary jargon can be broad, spanning various genres, or it can be
more niche, specific to a certain literary movement or style.

Purpose of Jargon

The use of jargon in literature serves several purposes:

1. Establishing Credibility: Writers often use jargon to demonstrate their
knowledge and expertise in a specific area, such as science or technology.

2. Creating Atmosphere: Jargon can help to establish the setting or mood of a
story, immersing the reader in a particular world.

3. Enhancing Character Development: Characters may use jargon to reflect
their background, profession, or social status.

4. Facilitating Communication: Writers use jargon to create a sense of
community among readers who share the same background or interests.

5. Evoking Emotion: Jargon can elicit specific feelings or associations that
contribute to the overall emotional impact of a piece of writing.

Common Examples of Literary Jargon

Literary jargon can be classified into several categories based on its
context and usage. Here are some common examples:

1. Genre-Specific Jargon

Different literary genres often come with their own set of terminologies that
may be unfamiliar to readers outside that genre.

- Science Fiction: Terms like “cybernetics,” “hyperdrive,” “terraforming,”
and “quantum” are commonly found in science fiction literature, creating a
futuristic and technological atmosphere.



n u

- Fantasy: Words such as “mystic, sorcery,” “dragon,” and “elf” are
prevalent in fantasy literature, immersing readers in magical worlds.

- Historical Fiction: This genre may use jargon specific to certain
historical periods, including terms like “feudalism,” “chivalry,” and
“plague” to convey historical accuracy and depth.

2. Technical Jargon

Writers often incorporate technical jargon to add authenticity to their
narratives, particularly when dealing with specialized fields.

- Medical Literature: Terms such as “anatomy,” “diagnosis,” and “treatment”
are frequently used in medical-themed novels, creating a sense of realism.

- Legal Thrillers: Jargon like “litigation,” “plaintiff,” and “subpoena” is
common in legal dramas, highlighting the intricacies of the legal system.

3. Academic and Theoretical Jargon

Many literary works engage with complex theories, requiring the use of
academic jargon.

- Postmodern Literature: Terms like “intertextuality,” “metafiction,” and
“deconstruction” are often used in postmodern works that challenge
traditional narrative structures and conventions.

- Feminist Literature: Concepts such as “patriarchy,” “gender
performativity,” and “intersectionality” are part of the feminist discourse
in literature, reflecting the themes and issues explored by feminist writers.

The Impact of Jargon on Readers

While jargon can enhance a literary work, it can also pose challenges for
readers. Here are some effects that jargon can have:

1. Alienation

Excessive jargon can alienate readers who may not be familiar with the
terminology. This can create barriers to understanding and enjoyment, making
it essential for writers to strike a balance between authenticity and
accessibility.



2. Engagement

Conversely, for readers who are familiar with the jargon, it can enhance
their engagement with the text. Shared language can create a sense of
connection between the writer and knowledgeable readers, fostering a deeper
appreciation of the work.

3. Interpretation

Jargon can influence how readers interpret a text. The specific language used
may lead to different interpretations based on the reader’s background and
understanding of the terms. This can enrich discussions about the work, as
various perspectives emerge.

Strategies for Writers Using Jargon

For writers looking to incorporate jargon into their work effectively,
several strategies can be employed:

1. Define Terms

If a writer chooses to use specialized jargon, it may be helpful to define or
explain certain terms, especially if they are not widely known. This can be
done through context, footnotes, or a glossary.

2. Use Sparingly

Writers should avoid overusing jargon, as it can detract from the narrative
flow and may confuse readers. The key is to use jargon purposefully and only
when it adds value to the story.

3. Consider the Audience

Understanding the target audience is crucial. Writers should consider whether
their readers will appreciate the use of jargon or if it might create
barriers to comprehension.



4. Blend Jargon with Everyday Language

Combining jargon with more accessible language can help maintain clarity
while still conveying specialized meanings. This approach can broaden the
appeal of the work without sacrificing authenticity.

Conclusion

In conclusion, jargon is a powerful tool in literature that can enrich a
text, enhance character development, and establish authenticity. However, it
is essential for writers to use jargon judiciously, considering its potential
impact on readers. By understanding the nuances of jargon, writers can
effectively navigate the balance between specialization and accessibility,
ensuring that their work resonates with a diverse audience. As literature
continues to evolve, so too will the use of jargon, providing ongoing
opportunities for exploration and expression within the literary landscape.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is jargon in literature?

Jargon in literature refers to specialized or technical language used by a
particular group or profession that may be difficult for outsiders to
understand.

Can you give an example of jargon used in medical
literature?

An example of jargon in medical literature is the term 'hypertension,' which
refers to high blood pressure and may not be easily understood by the general
public.

What is an example of legal jargon found in
literature?

Legal jargon often includes terms like 'tort' or 'habeas corpus,' which are
specific to the legal field and can be confusing to those without legal
training.

How does jargon differ from colloquial language?

Jargon is specific to a particular profession or field and may not be
understood outside of it, while colloquial language is informal and commonly
understood within a broader community.



What role does jargon play in creating authenticity
in character dialogue?

Jargon can enhance authenticity by reflecting a character's profession or
background, making their dialogue more realistic and relatable to those
familiar with that field.

Can you provide an example of jargon from the tech
industry in literature?

An example of tech jargon in literature is 'cloud computing,' which refers to
using remote servers for data storage and processing, a concept that may be
alien to some readers.

Is jargon always negative in literature?

Not necessarily; while jargon can alienate some readers, it can also lend
credibility and depth to characters and settings when used appropriately.

What is an example of scientific jargon in fiction?

In science fiction, terms like 'quantum entanglement' or 'genetic mutation'
serve as jargon that can set the tone and context of the story for readers
familiar with those concepts.

How can authors effectively use jargon in their
writing?
Authors can use jargon effectively by providing context or explanations

within the narrative, ensuring that the reader can follow along without
feeling lost.

What are some potential pitfalls of using jargon in
literature?

The pitfalls include alienating readers who are unfamiliar with the
terminology, creating confusion, or detracting from the overall narrative if
overused.
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instance, case, illustration, example, sample, specimen mean something that exhibits distinguishing
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a pattern or model, as of something to be imitated or avoided: to set a good example. for instance:
The train I take is always late. For example, this morning it was a half an hour late. See -am-.
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An example of something is a particular situation, object, or person that shows that what is being
claimed is true. The doctors gave numerous examples of patients being expelled from the hospital.
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