F Scott Fitzgerald The Crack Up

THE CRACK-UPR

F. SCOTT FITZGERALD

With other Uncollected Pieces,
Note-Booksand Unpublished Letters

Timgelhcr with Letters to Fitz-
gerald from Gertrude Stein, Edith
Wharton, T. S. Eliot, Thomas Wolfe
and John Dos Passos

And Essays and Poems by Paul
Rosenfeld, Glenway Wescott, John

Dos Passos, John Peale Bishop and
Edmund Wilson

G
Edited by

i EDMUND WILSON

A New Directions Book

F Scott Fitzgerald The Crack Up is a collection of essays that reveals the complexity of one of
America’s most celebrated authors. F. Scott Fitzgerald, renowned for his iconic novel "The Great
Gatsby," took a step back in the late 1930s to reflect on his life, career, and the personal struggles he
faced. "The Crack Up" not only showcases Fitzgerald's literary prowess but also offers a candid
glimpse into his psyche as he grappled with his demons, making it an essential read for anyone

interested in American literature or the life of a troubled genius.



Background of F. Scott Fitzgerald

F. Scott Fitzgerald was born on September 24, 1896, in St. Paul, Minnesota. He became a prominent
figure during the Jazz Age, a period marked by cultural and social dynamism in the United States
following World War |. His works often reflected the themes of wealth, love, and the American Dream,

capturing the spirit of the 1920s.

Key Works of Fitzgerald

Fitzgerald's literary career is marked by several notable works, including:

1. This Side of Paradise (1920) - His debut novel that explores the lives and morality of post-war
youth.

2. The Beautiful and Damned (1922) - A novel depicting the lives of a young couple navigating wealth
and disillusionment.

3. The Great Gatsby (1925) - His magnum opus that critiques the American Dream through the tragic
story of Jay Gatsby.

4. Tender Is the Night (1934) - A semi-autobiographical novel that delves into the complexities of love
and identity.

5. The Last Tycoon (1941) - An unfinished novel that reflects on Hollywood's golden age and the

nature of ambition.

The Concept of '"The Crack Up"

"The Crack Up" is a compilation of three essays published in 1936 in Esquire magazine, later collected
into a book. The essays delve into Fitzgerald's psychological decline, revealing his personal struggles
with alcoholism, financial instability, and marital strife. The title itself denotes a breakdown of both

personal and professional life, capturing the essence of a man at war with his own demons.



Content and Themes of '"The Crack Up"

In "The Crack Up," Fitzgerald explores several key themes:

1. Disillusionment: Fitzgerald reflects on the disillusionment he faced after the roaring twenties, a time
when he was celebrated for his literary contributions.

2. Mental Health: The essays candidly discuss mental health issues, particularly Fitzgerald's struggles
with depression and anxiety.

3. Identity and Self-Reflection: He grapples with his identity as a writer and the expectations placed
upon him by society and himself.

4. The Nature of Success: Fitzgerald questions the true meaning of success, contemplating the

emptiness that often accompanies fame and fortune.

Impact of "The Crack Up" on Fitzgerald’s Legacy

"The Crack Up" has had a profound impact on the understanding of Fitzgerald’s life and work,

influencing both literary criticism and popular perceptions of the author.

Influence on Literary Criticism

Literary critics have often pointed to "The Crack Up" as a pivotal work that humanizes Fitzgerald,
providing insight into the struggles behind his celebrated prose. It forces readers to reconsider the
persona of Fitzgerald as merely a chronicler of the Jazz Age and recognize him as a complex

individual facing real challenges.



Relevance in Modern Culture

The themes explored in "The Crack Up" resonate with contemporary readers, particularly in an era
where mental health awareness is increasingly prioritized. Fitzgerald’s honesty about his struggles

allows readers to connect on a personal level, making his work timeless.

Fitzgerald's Personal Life Reflected in "The Crack Up"

Fitzgerald’s life experiences heavily influenced his writing. His tumultuous relationship with his wife,

Zelda Sayre, is often mirrored in his work, revealing the complexities of love and ambition.

Zelda Sayre: A Complicated Relationship

1. Shared Aspirations: Both Fitzgerald and Zelda were ambitious, often competing for attention and
success.

2. Mental Health Struggles: Zelda faced her own battles with mental health, leading to a challenging
marriage.

3. Artistic Inspiration: Zelda’s life and struggles inspired many of Fitzgerald’s characters and themes,

particularly in "Tender Is the Night."

Fitzgerald's Decline and Legacy

By the time "The Crack Up" was published, Fitzgerald's career was in decline. The 1930s saw him
grappling with alcoholism and financial difficulties, leading to a stark contrast from the success he once

enjoyed.



The Last Years of Fitzgerald's Life

1. Financial Struggles: Fitzgerald faced significant financial troubles, exacerbated by the Great
Depression.

2. Hollywood Screenwriting: In his later years, he attempted to revive his career by writing screenplays
in Hollywood, but with limited success.

3. Untimely Death: Fitzgerald died on December 21, 1940, at the age of 44, believing himself to be a

failure. However, his work would later be recognized as some of the finest in American literature.

Conclusion

In conclusion, F Scott Fitzgerald The Crack Up serves as a poignant reminder of the fragility of success
and the complexities of the human condition. Through this collection of essays, Fitzgerald not only
bares his soul but also invites readers to reflect on their own lives and struggles. His legacy endures,
inspiring future generations to explore the depths of human experience through literature. As we
continue to analyze Fitzgerald’s work, "The Crack Up" remains a vital piece of the puzzle, shedding

light on the man behind the myth and the profound impact of his literary contributions.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in F. Scott Fitzgerald's 'The
Crack-Up'?

"The Crack-Up' explores themes of personal disillusionment, the struggle with identity, and the impact
of fame and success on mental health. Fitzgerald reflects on his own experiences of emotional

breakdown and societal pressures.



How does 'The Crack-Up' reflect Fitzgerald's views on the American

Dream?

"The Crack-Up' critiques the American Dream by highlighting its emptiness and the toll it takes on
individuals. Fitzgerald uses his own life as a lens to examine how the pursuit of success can lead to

disillusionment and despair.

What is the significance of the title 'The Crack-Up'?

The title 'The Crack-Up' signifies a breakdown or collapse, both personally and creatively. It represents
Fitzgerald's acknowledgment of his own struggles and failures, serving as a metaphor for the broader

societal disintegration of the 1920s.

In what ways does Fitzgerald's writing style in 'The Crack-Up' differ

from his novels?

Fitzgerald's writing in 'The Crack-Up' is more introspective and confessional than in his novels. It
employs a fragmented narrative style, reflecting his mental state and offering a raw, unfiltered look at

his thoughts and emotions.

What impact did 'The Crack-Up' have on Fitzgerald's legacy as a

writer?

"The Crack-Up' has solidified Fitzgerald's legacy as a complex and introspective writer. It has garnered
critical acclaim for its candid exploration of mental health and personal failure, contributing to the

understanding of his life and works in the context of the Jazz Age.
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Explore F. Scott Fitzgerald's "The Crack-Up" and its insights into the struggles of genius and mental
health. Discover how this work reflects his tumultuous life.
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