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FDR and the New Deal worksheet answer key is an essential resource for educators and
students alike, providing a comprehensive understanding of one of the most significant periods in
American history. Franklin D. Roosevelt’s New Deal was a series of programs and policies
implemented in response to the Great Depression that aimed to provide relief, recovery, and reform
to the American populace. This article will delve into the key components of the New Deal, its impact
on American society, and how worksheets can facilitate learning about this pivotal era in U.S.
history.



Understanding FDR's New Deal

The New Deal refers to a set of federal programs and policies launched by President Franklin D.
Roosevelt in the 1930s. In the wake of the Great Depression, which began with the stock market
crash of 1929, the American economy was in shambles. Unemployment rates soared, banks failed,
and millions of Americans struggled to meet their basic needs.

The Goals of the New Deal

FDR’s New Deal had three primary goals, often referred to as the “Three Rs”:

1. Relief: Immediate assistance for the unemployed and those in poverty.

2. Recovery: Economic recovery through various programs aimed at revitalizing industry and
agriculture.

3. Reform: Long-term reforms to prevent future economic crises.

Key Programs of the New Deal

The New Deal encompassed numerous programs and agencies aimed at addressing the economic
challenges faced by the nation. Some of the most notable programs include:

e Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC): Provided jobs in natural resource conservation for
young men.

e Public Works Administration (PWA): Funded large-scale public works projects to create
jobs and improve infrastructure.

e Social Security Act: Established a social insurance program to provide financial assistance to
the elderly, disabled, and unemployed.

e National Industrial Recovery Act (NIRA): Aimed to stimulate industrial growth and
establish fair labor standards.

e Agricultural Adjustment Act (AAA): Sought to boost agricultural prices by reducing
surpluses.



Impact of the New Deal on American Society

The New Deal had a profound and lasting impact on American society, shaping the role of
government and its relationship with the economy and citizens.

Economic Recovery

While the New Deal did not completely end the Great Depression, it significantly alleviated the
suffering of millions. Through various relief programs, economic activity began to stabilize, and the
economy slowly recovered. By the end of the 1930s, millions of jobs had been created, and industrial
production had rebounded.

Long-Term Reforms

Many of the programs initiated during the New Deal laid the foundation for modern social welfare
systems in the United States. The Social Security Act remains a cornerstone of American social
policy, providing essential support for retirees and the disabled. Furthermore, labor rights gained
through legislation such as the Wagner Act empowered workers and strengthened labor unions,
fostering a more equitable workplace.

Political Realignment

The New Deal also led to a significant shift in the American political landscape. The Democratic
Party, under FDR'’s leadership, became the party of the working class and marginalized groups,
while the Republican Party struggled to maintain its previous dominance. This realignment had
lasting effects on American politics, leading to a coalition that would support liberal policies for
decades.

Using Worksheets to Learn About FDR and the New
Deal

Worksheets are invaluable tools for educators looking to teach students about FDR and the New
Deal. They can help students retain information, encourage critical thinking, and facilitate
discussions about historical events.

Components of a New Deal Worksheet

A well-structured worksheet about the New Deal can include various elements to enhance learning:



e Multiple Choice Questions: Assessing knowledge of key facts and events related to the New
Deal.

e Short Answer Questions: Encouraging students to express in their own words the
significance of New Deal programs.

e Matching Exercises: Helping students connect key terms with their definitions or related
programs.

e Graphic Organizers: Allowing students to visualize the relationships between various New
Deal programs and their impacts.

Example Questions for a New Deal Worksheet

Here are some example questions that could be included in a worksheet:

1. What were the primary goals of the New Deal? List and briefly explain each goal.

2. Name three major programs created during the New Deal and describe their purposes.

3. Explain the significance of the Social Security Act in the context of the New Deal.

4. How did the New Deal change the relationship between the federal government and American
citizens?

5. Discuss the long-term effects of the New Deal on American society and politics.

Conclusion

The FDR and the New Deal worksheet answer key serves as an essential resource for anyone
looking to understand this transformative period in American history. By exploring the goals, key
programs, and lasting impacts of the New Deal, students can gain a deeper appreciation for how
government intervention can shape economic and social conditions. Utilizing worksheets as a
learning tool not only aids in retaining historical facts but also promotes critical thinking, making it
easier for students to engage with the complexities of the past and its relevance to the present.
Whether in a classroom setting or for individual study, the New Deal remains a crucial topic for
understanding the evolution of American society and government.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the primary goal of FDR's New Deal?

The primary goal of FDR's New Deal was to provide relief for the unemployed, recovery of the
economy, and reform of the financial system to prevent a future depression.



What were some key programs included in the New Deal?

Key programs included the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC), the Works Progress Administration
(WPA), and the Social Security Act.

How did the New Deal aim to address the banking crisis?

The New Deal aimed to address the banking crisis by implementing the Emergency Banking Act,
which allowed for the reopening of solvent banks and the establishment of the Federal Deposit
Insurance Corporation (FDIC).

What role did the Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) play in the
New Deal?

The Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) played a crucial role in providing electricity, improving
agricultural productivity, and fostering economic development in the Tennessee Valley region.

How did FDR's New Deal impact labor rights?

FDR's New Deal significantly impacted labor rights by supporting the National Labor Relations Act,
which protected the rights of workers to unionize and engage in collective bargaining.

What was the significance of the Social Security Act of 1935?

The Social Security Act of 1935 was significant because it established a social insurance program
that provided financial assistance to the elderly, disabled, and unemployed, laying the groundwork
for the modern welfare state.

What criticisms did the New Deal face during its
implementation?

The New Deal faced criticisms from both the left, which argued it did not do enough for workers and
the poor, and the right, which claimed it expanded government power too much and undermined
capitalism.

Why is the New Deal considered a turning point in American
government?

The New Deal is considered a turning point because it marked a significant increase in federal
government intervention in the economy and the establishment of a social safety net, reshaping the
relationship between the government and its citizens.
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