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TECHNIQUES AND PROCEDURES

FDNY Forcible Entry Manual serves as a critical resource for firefighters, providing guidelines and
techniques essential for efficient and safe entry into structures during emergencies. In the high-stakes
environment of firefighting, being equipped with the right knowledge and skills can mean the difference
between life and death. The FDNY Forcible Entry Manual meticulously outlines the procedures, tools, and
tactics necessary for overcoming barriers to rescue victims, combat fires, or prevent further damage during
incidents. This article delves into the key components of the manual, the tools used, and best practices for

effective forcible entry.

Understanding Forcible Entry



Forcible entry is a fundamental skill for firefighters, aimed at gaining access to buildings quickly and
efficiently. It is often required in situations where a door is locked, a window is barred, or other obstacles

prevent immediate access.

The Importance of Forcible Entry

- Rescue Operations: Time is critical when lives are at stake. Forcible entry allows firefighters to reach
trapped victims swiftly.

- Fire Control: Gaining access to the source of a fire can help mitigate damage and prevent the fire from
spreading.

- Preventing Property Damage: In some cases, a forced entry can be controlled and executed in a manner

that minimizes damage to the property.

Legal and Ethical Considerations

Firefighters must be aware of the legal ramifications of forcible entry. It's crucial to have a valid reason for

entry, such as:

1. Confirmed reports of individuals trapped inside.
2. Observations of smoke or fire emanating from the structure.

3. Other emergencies that warrant immediate access.

Additionally, firefighters should be prepared to document their actions and the rationale behind forcible
entry to protect against potential liability.

Tools for Forcible Entry

The proper tools are essential for effective forcible entry. The FDNY Forcible Entry Manual details various
tools used by firefighters, including:

Hand Tools

1. Flathead Axe: A versatile tool used for breaching doors and breaking windows.
2. Halligan Bar: A multi-purpose tool ideal for prying open doors and windows.
3. Sledgehammer: Effective for breaking through barriers when brute force is needed.

4. Door Wedge: A simple tool used to prevent doors from closing or to hold them open.



Power Tools

1. Circular Saw: Often used for cutting through walls or doors when speed is required.
2. Reciprocating Saw: Useful for more precise cuts in various materials.

3. Pneumatic Tools: These specialized tools can assist in breaking through reinforced barriers.

Techniques for Forcible Entry

The manual provides detailed techniques for various types of entry scenarios. Understanding these

techniques is essential for firefighters to adapt to different situations effectively.

Types of Doors

1. Hinged Doors:
- Prying: Use a Halligan bar to wedge between the door and frame to create an opening.

- Striking: Utilize a flathead axe or sledgehammer to strike the lock or hinges for quick access.

2. Sliding Doors:
- Breaking the Glass: If the door is locked, breaking the glass may provide an immediate opening.

- Bypassing the Lock: Use a tool to manipulate the locking mechanism if accessible.
3. Garaged Doors:
- Using the Release Mechanism: Most garage doors have a manual release that can be utilized in

emergencies.

- Cutting Through: If the door cannot be opened, cutting a hole can provide access.

Window Entry

- Breaking the Glass: Use a flathead axe or a sledgehammer to safely break the glass.

- Removing the Frame: In some cases, it may be necessary to remove the entire window frame for entry.

Safety Considerations

Safety is paramount in forcible entry operations. The FDNY Forcible Entry Manual emphasizes the

following safety protocols:



Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)

Firefighters should always wear appropriate PPE, including:

- Fire-resistant clothing

- Helmets with face shields
- Gloves

- Eye protection

- Steel-toed boots

Team Coordination

- Communication: Clear communication among team members is vital for effective execution and safety.
- Role Assignment: Each firefighter should have a designated role during forcible entry to streamline the

process and enhance safety.

Training and Drills

Regular training and simulations are essential components of the FDNY Forcible Entry Manual. This

ensures that firefighters are well-practiced in various techniques and familiar with the tools they will use.

Types of Training Sessions

1. Hands-On Training: Regular hands-on sessions with tools to build familiarity and confidence.
2. Scenario-Based Drills: Simulating real-life emergency situations to practice decision-making and
teamwork.

3. Review Sessions: Regular discussions and reviews of techniques to reinforce learning.

Conclusion

The FDNY Forcible Entry Manual is an invaluable guide for firefighters, detailing the necessary
techniques, tools, and safety precautions essential for effective forcible entry. Understanding and practicing
these methods can significantly enhance a firefighter's ability to respond to emergencies, ultimately saving
lives and protecting property. By adhering to the guidelines set forth in the manual, firefighters can

ensure they are prepared for any situation that may arise, reinforcing the importance of training,



teamwork, and safety in the critical moments of forcible entry operations.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of the FDNY Forcible Entry Manual?

The FDNY Forcible Entry Manual provides guidelines and techniques for firefighters to effectively and

safely gain access to buildings during emergencies, ensuring a prompt response and minimizing damage.

‘What are some common tools mentioned in the FDNY Forcible Entry
Manual?

Common tools include the Halligan bar, axe, sledgehammer, and pry tools, each designed for specific

forcible entry techniques and scenarios.

How does the FDNY Forcible Entry Manual address safety concerns?

The manual emphasizes safety protocols, including proper training, risk assessment, and teamwork during

forcible entry operations to protect both firefighters and civilians.

Are there different techniques for residential vs. commercial forcible
entry in the manual?

Yes, the manual outlines specific techniques tailored for residential versus commercial buildings,

considering factors like construction materials, locking mechanisms, and potential hazards.

How often is the FDNY Forcible Entry Manual updated?

The FDNY Forcible Entry Manual is regularly reviewed and updated to incorporate new techniques,

tools, and lessons learned from past incidents to ensure the information remains relevant and effective.

Where can firefighters access the FDNY Forcible Entry Manual?

Firefighters can access the FDNY Forcible Entry Manual through the FDNY''s official website, training

sessions, and departmental resources, ensuring they have the most current information at their disposal.
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