Family Guy Something Something Something
Dark Side

Family Guy: Something Something Something Dark Side is a noteworthy entry in the long-
running animated series’ repertoire, showcasing its unique blend of humor, satire, and pop
culture references. Released in 2009 as a direct-to-DVD film, this feature-length parody of
Star Wars: The Empire Strikes Back serves as a companion piece to the earlier Family Guy
film, Blue Harvest. This article will delve into the film’s plot, characters, themes, and
cultural impact, providing an in-depth look at why it remains a beloved installment among
fans.



Plot Overview

Family Guy: Something Something Something Dark Side picks up where Blue Harvest left
off, continuing the saga of Peter Griffin and his family as they navigate the galaxy of Star
Wars. The film opens with a familiar setup, where the Griffin family is thrust into the roles of
iconic Star Wars characters.

Main Storyline

1. The Rebel Alliance: The film follows the Rebel Alliance as they attempt to escape the
clutches of the Galactic Empire, led by the evil Emperor Palpatine, voiced by Seth
MacFarlane.

2. The Empire Strikes Back: The narrative closely mirrors the events of The Empire Strikes
Back, with Peter Griffin as Han Solo, Lois Griffin as Princess Leia, and Stewie Griffin as the
villainous Darth Vader.

3. Comedic Twists: While maintaining the core storyline of The Empire Strikes Back, the film
interjects typical Family Guy humor, including cutaway gags, absurd one-liners, and
unexpected pop culture references.

The film ultimately culminates in a climactic showdown between the forces of good and
evil, with the Griffin family playing pivotal roles in both the comedy and the action.

Character Parodies

Family Guy: Something Something Something Dark Side features a variety of characters
that parody the original Star Wars cast. The film not only captures the essence of these
characters but also infuses them with the unique humor that Family Guy is known for.

Key Characters

1. Peter Griffin as Han Solo: Peter embodies the carefree and reckless spirit of Han Solo,
often leading to hilarious misadventures and misunderstandings.

2. Lois Griffin as Princess Leia: Lois takes on the role of Princess Leia, showcasing both her
strength and vulnerability, but with a comedic twist that highlights her interactions with
Peter.

3. Stewie Griffin as Darth Vader: Stewie's portrayal of Darth Vader combines his usual
megalomania with the sinister aspects of Vader, making for a memorable performance.
4. Brian Griffin as Chewbacca: Brian, as the loyal and wise Chewbacca, adds a layer of
sarcasm and wit to the character, which contrasts with Peter's impulsive nature.

5. Chris Griffin as Luke Skywalker: Chris captures the essence of Luke with his naive
optimism and clumsiness, allowing for humorous situations throughout the film.

These character parodies not only entertain but also provide insight into the personalities of
the Griffin family, blending their original traits with those of the Star Wars universe.



Humor and Satire

One of the defining aspects of Family Guy: Something Something Something Dark Side is its
distinctive brand of humor, which often relies on dark comedy, satire, and cultural
references.

Types of Humor

1. Cutaway Gags: The film is filled with cutaway gags that offer absurdist humor, often
breaking the fourth wall and referencing numerous pop culture moments.

2. Dark Humor: True to its title, the film explores darker themes, such as betrayal and loss,
but presents them through a comedic lens that softens the impact.

3. Cultural References: The film is rife with references to other films, television shows, and
historical events, appealing to a broad audience and providing layers of humor for viewers
familiar with these elements.

Examples of Humor

- Peter's Misadventures: Peter's misinterpretation of events often leads to laugh-out-loud
moments, such as when he makes absurd decisions that mirror Han Solo’s actions but with
a Family Guy twist.

- Stewie's Schemes: Stewie’s villainous plots reflect both his intelligence and his comedic
incompetence, resulting in humorous failures that keep the audience engaged.

- Cameos and References: The film features cameos from various characters and references
to well-known Star Wars scenes that have been altered for comedic effect, such as the
famous “I am your father” moment.

Thematic Elements

While Family Guy: Something Something Something Dark Side is primarily a comedy, it also
explores deeper themes that resonate with audiences.

Key Themes

1. Family Dynamics: The film emphasizes the importance of family, showcasing the Griffin
family's loyalty and support for one another, even amidst chaos.

2. Heroism and Sacrifice: By paralleling the original Star Wars storyline, the film explores
the concepts of heroism and sacrifice, albeit in a humorous context.

3. Good vs. Evil: The classic battle between good and evil is central to the plot, with
characters embodying both sides in a way that is both entertaining and thought-provoking.



Messages and Morals

- Unity in Adversity: The film conveys the message that unity and support are crucial when
facing challenges, as seen in the Griffin family's collective efforts against the Empire.

- Embracing Flaws: The characters’ flaws are highlighted, promoting the idea that
imperfections can lead to personal growth and comedic situations.

Cultural Impact and Reception

Family Guy: Something Something Something Dark Side received a positive reception from
both fans and critics, further solidifying Family Guy's place in pop culture.

Critical Reception

- Humor and Writing: Critics praised the film for its sharp writing and clever humor, noting
that it successfully parodied Star Wars while maintaining the essence of Family Guy.

- Voice Acting: The performances from the voice cast, particularly MacFarlane's
multifaceted roles, were highlighted as a key component of the film's success.

Fan Reception

- Cult Following: The film has garnered a cult following, with fans appreciating its blend of
humor, nostalgia, and intelligent satire.

- Memorable Quotes: Many lines from the film have become iconic among fans, often
guoted or referenced in discussions about both Family Guy and Star Wars.

Conclusion

In summary, Family Guy: Something Something Something Dark Side stands out as a
unique and entertaining film that successfully combines the beloved elements of Family
Guy with the iconic narrative of Star Wars: The Empire Strikes Back. Its clever humor,
memorable character portrayals, and insightful themes contribute to its status as a
celebrated installment in the Family Guy franchise. With its continued relevance and impact
on pop culture, the film remains a must-watch for fans of animated comedy and Star Wars
alike.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is 'Family Guy: Something, Something, Something
Dark Side'?

'Family Guy: Something, Something, Something Dark Side' is a direct-to-DVD movie that
parodies 'Star Wars: Episode V - The Empire Strikes Back' featuring the characters from the
animated series 'Family Guy'.

Who directed 'Family Guy: Something, Something,
Something Dark Side'?

The film was directed by Dominic Polcino and produced by the creators of 'Family Guy',
Seth MacFarlane, and his team.

Which characters from 'Family Guy' are featured in this
parody?

The film features main characters like Peter Griffin as Han Solo, Stewie Griffin as Darth
Vader, and Brian Griffin as Chewbacca, among others.

What are some notable scenes or jokes from the film?

The film includes various humorous takes on iconic scenes from 'The Empire Strikes Back’,
such as Stewie's lightsaber battles and Peter's comedic interpretation of Han Solo's
character.

How does the film incorporate '‘Family Guy's' signature
humor?

The film combines absurdist humor, pop culture references, and cutaway gags
characteristic of 'Family Guy', providing a unique twist on the 'Star Wars' narrative.

Was 'Family Guy: Something, Something, Something
Dark Side' well-received by fans?

Yes, the film was generally well-received by fans of 'Family Guy', appreciated for its humor
and clever parody of 'Star Wars' lore.

Are there any notable voice performances in the film?

Seth MacFarlane leads the voice cast, portraying Peter Griffin, Stewie Griffin, and Brian
Griffin, with other cast members like Alex Borstein and Mila Kunis lending their voices as
well.

What is the running time of 'Family Guy: Something,
Something, Something Dark Side'?

The running time of the film is approximately 90 minutes.
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