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FAA medical exam cost can vary significantly based on several factors, including the
type of medical certificate you are seeking, the location of the examination, and the specific
medical examiner you choose. Understanding these costs is essential for aspiring pilots and
aviation professionals, as it directly impacts their journey towards obtaining the necessary
certifications for flying. In this article, we will delve into the various aspects of FAA medical
exam costs, including the different types of medical certificates, potential additional
expenses, and tips on how to prepare for your exam.

Types of FAA Medical Certificates

Before diving into the costs, it's crucial to understand the different types of FAA medical
certificates available, as each has its own requirements and associated fees.

1. First-Class Medical Certificate

The First-Class Medical Certificate is required for airline transport pilots (ATP). It has the
most stringent requirements and typically costs more than the other classes.

2. Second-Class Medical Certificate

This certificate is necessary for commercial pilots and is slightly less rigorous than the first
class. It usually comes at a lower cost.

3. Third-Class Medical Certificate

The Third-Class Medical Certificate is aimed at private pilots and has the least strict
requirements. The cost is generally the lowest among the three classes.



Cost Breakdown of FAA Medical Exams

The cost of an FAA medical exam can range from $75 to $200, depending on various
factors. Here’s a breakdown of what influences these costs:

1. Location

The cost of medical examinations can vary significantly based on geographic location.
Urban areas with higher costs of living may see higher fees.

2. Experience of the Examiner

The experience level and reputation of the medical examiner can also impact the fee. More
experienced doctors may charge more for their services.

3. Type of Examination

As mentioned previously, the type of medical certificate required will affect the price. First-
class exams are usually more comprehensive and therefore more expensive.

4. Additional Tests

If the medical examiner finds any potential health issues, they may require additional tests,
which can add to the overall cost. These may include:

Blood tests

Vision tests

Hearing tests

Cardiovascular tests

Additional Expenses Associated with FAA Medical
Exams

Apart from the base cost of the medical exam itself, there are additional expenses you
should consider:



1. Travel Costs

If you need to travel a significant distance to see an FAA-certified aviation medical
examiner, factor in travel expenses such as fuel, lodging, and food.

2. Medical Records and Documentation

In some cases, you may need to provide medical records or documentation from other
healthcare providers, which could incur additional fees.

3. Follow-Up Exams

If a medical examiner requires follow-up exams or tests due to health concerns, these can
add further costs.

How to Prepare for Your FAA Medical Exam

Being well-prepared for your FAA medical exam can help ensure that you pass without
needing additional tests or follow-ups, which can save you both time and money. Here are
some tips to consider:

1. Schedule an Appointment

Choosing a convenient time for your appointment can help alleviate stress. Make sure to
book well in advance, especially during peak seasons when demand for medical exams may
be higher.

2. Gather Necessary Documents

Bring the following documents to your exam:

e Government-issued photo ID
e Any medical records that are relevant to your health

e Medications you are currently taking

3. Review the FAA Medical Standards

Familiarize yourself with the FAA’s medical standards for the class of certificate you are
applying for. Understanding what the exam will cover can help you prepare better.



4. Health and Wellness

Maintain a healthy lifestyle in the weeks leading up to your exam. This includes eating well,
exercising, and getting adequate rest to ensure your body is in its best condition.

5. Be Honest

When filling out the FAA medical application form, be honest about your medical history.
Disclosing all relevant information can help the examiner adequately assess your fitness to
fly and avoid complications later.

Common Questions About FAA Medical Exam
Costs

To further assist you, here are some frequently asked questions about FAA medical exam
costs:

1. Will my insurance cover the FAA medical exam?

Most insurance plans do not cover FAA medical exams, as they are considered specialized
services. It is advisable to check with your provider for specific coverage details.

2. Can | get a refund if | don't pass the exam?

Generally, the fees paid for the medical exam are non-refundable, even if you do not pass.
It's essential to be prepared before scheduling your appointment.

3. How often do | need to renew my FAA medical
certificate?

The renewal frequency varies based on the class of medical certificate. First-class
certificates generally need to be renewed every 12 months, while second and third-class
certificates can last up to 24 or 60 months, respectively, depending on your age.

Conclusion

In summary, the FAA medical exam cost can vary based on several factors, including the
type of certification, location, and specific medical requirements. While the base cost
typically ranges from $75 to $200, additional expenses may arise due to follow-up tests or
travel. Proper preparation can help streamline the process and reduce potential costs,
making it easier to achieve your aviation goals. Whether you are aiming for a first-class,
second-class, or third-class medical certificate, understanding the financial implications is a



critical step in your journey to becoming a pilot.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the average cost of an FAA medical exam?

The average cost of an FAA medical exam typically ranges from $75 to $200, depending on
the examiner and location.

Are there additional fees associated with the FAA
medical exam?

Yes, additional fees may include costs for any required tests, such as vision or hearing
tests, as well as fees for paperwork or special evaluations.

Will my insurance cover the FAA medical exam costs?

Coverage for FAA medical exams varies by insurance plan; many do not cover aviation-
specific medical evaluations, so it’s best to check with your provider.

How can | find a qualified FAA medical examiner near
me?

You can find a qualified FAA medical examiner by visiting the FAA's official website and
using their 'Aviation Medical Examiner Locator' tool.

Is there a difference in cost between the first-class,
second-class, and third-class FAA medical exams?

The cost is generally similar across all classes of FAA medical exams, but some examiners
may charge more for the first-class due to the additional assessments required.
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Discover the FAA medical exam cost and what factors influence pricing. Get informed and prepare
for your aviation journey. Learn more about your options!
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