
Example Of Parallel Structure In Literature

Example of parallel structure in literature demonstrates the beauty and power of rhythm
in writing. This literary device, often referred to as parallelism, involves the repetition of
similar grammatical structures within a sentence or across several sentences. By
employing parallel structure, authors can create a sense of balance, enhance clarity, and
emphasize particular ideas or themes. This article will explore the concept of parallel
structure in depth, providing examples from literature to illustrate its significance and
effectiveness.

Understanding Parallel Structure

Parallel structure, or parallelism, is the use of components in a sentence or series of
sentences that are grammatically similar, or identical in structure. This technique can be
found in various forms of writing, including poetry, prose, speeches, and everyday
communication. The use of parallel structure can:

1. Enhance readability - By creating a rhythm, readers can more easily follow the flow of
ideas.
2. Emphasize key points - Repetition can draw attention to important themes or messages.
3. Create a memorable impact - Phrases that are balanced and rhythmic are often easier to
remember.
4. Establish a sense of order - Parallel structure can provide a clear and organized
presentation of ideas.



Examples of Parallel Structure in Literature

Numerous authors and poets have effectively used parallel structure in their works. Here
are some notable examples:

1. Charles Dickens in "A Tale of Two Cities"
One of the most famous opening lines in literature demonstrates parallel structure:
- "It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it was the
age of foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, it was the epoch of incredulity, it was the
season of Light, it was the season of Darkness, it was the spring of hope, it was the winter
of despair."

In this passage, Dickens contrasts various states of existence through repeated phrases
that establish a rhythm and a thematic dichotomy. The parallel structure highlights the
extremes of the era he describes, encapsulating the tumultuous nature of the time.

2. Martin Luther King Jr. in "I Have a Dream"
King’s iconic speech is rich with parallel structure, notably in the repeated phrase “I have
a dream.” This repetition serves to reinforce his vision for a future of equality and justice:
- "I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out the true meaning of its
creed... I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they
will not be judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their character..."

The use of parallelism here not only creates a lyrical quality but also emphasizes the
hopeful aspirations King articulates.

3. William Shakespeare in "Julius Caesar"
Shakespeare often employs parallel structure to amplify the emotional weight of his
characters’ speeches. In a famous passage, Marc Antony employs this technique:
- "Friends, Romans, countrymen, lend me your ears; I come to bury Caesar, not to praise
him."

The structure of this line, with its rhythmic cadence and balanced phrases, underscores
Antony's persuasive oratory as he sways public opinion.

4. Emily Dickinson in her poetry
Dickinson frequently uses parallel structure to explore themes of death, immortality, and
the human experience. In her poem “Because I could not stop for Death,” she writes:
- "He kindly stopped for me; The Carriage held but just Ourselves - And Immortality."

The parallelism here creates a sense of tranquility and inevitability, mirroring the poem’s
contemplative tone regarding mortality.

The Impact of Parallel Structure on Readers

The use of parallel structure can have profound effects on readers. Here are some key
impacts:



- Emotional Response: The rhythm and repetition inherent in parallel structures can evoke
strong emotional responses. By presenting ideas in a balanced manner, authors can create
a deeper connection with their audience.
- Cognitive Engagement: Readers often engage more with text that employs parallel
structure because it requires them to recognize patterns and draw connections between
ideas.
- Memorability: As mentioned earlier, parallel phrases tend to be more memorable. This
quality is particularly useful in speeches and poetry, where the goal is often to leave a
lasting impression.

Techniques for Creating Parallel Structure

Writers can effectively implement parallel structure in their own works by following these
techniques:

1. Identify Key Ideas: Determine the main concepts or themes that you want to emphasize.
2. Choose Similar Grammatical Forms: Use the same parts of speech or grammatical
structures to express these ideas. For instance, if starting with a noun, maintain that
structure throughout the series.
3. Maintain Consistency: Ensure that all elements in the parallel structure are consistent
in terms of tense, voice, and number.
4. Experiment with Length: While parallelism often involves similar lengths, varying
lengths can also create interesting rhythms.

Common Mistakes to Avoid

While parallel structure can enhance writing, it can also lead to errors if not executed
correctly. Here are some common pitfalls:

1. Inconsistent Forms: Mixing different grammatical structures can confuse readers. For
example, saying "I like swimming, biking, and to run" disrupts the flow.
2. Overuse: Using parallelism excessively can dilute its impact. Writers should use it
judiciously for maximum effect.
3. Neglecting Clarity: Sometimes, writers may focus too much on creating parallel
structures at the expense of clarity. Ensure that the meaning remains clear.

Conclusion

In conclusion, an example of parallel structure in literature illustrates the power of this
literary device to enhance writing through rhythm, clarity, and emphasis. From the
opening lines of Dickens to the powerful speeches of Martin Luther King Jr., parallel
structure serves as a vital tool for authors across genres. By understanding its impact,
techniques, and potential pitfalls, writers can effectively employ parallelism in their own
work, creating a lasting impression on their readers. The beauty of parallel structure lies
not only in its ability to convey meaning but also in its capacity to resonate emotionally,



making it a timeless aspect of literary expression.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is parallel structure in literature?
Parallel structure, or parallelism, is a rhetorical device that uses the same pattern of
words to show that two or more ideas have the same level of importance. It often involves
the repetition of grammatical forms.

Can you provide a famous example of parallel structure?
One famous example of parallel structure is from Charles Dickens' 'A Tale of Two Cities':
'It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it was the age
of foolishness...'

How does parallel structure enhance writing?
Parallel structure enhances writing by creating rhythm, improving readability, and making
arguments more persuasive. It helps to unify ideas and can make phrases more
memorable.

What are some common forms of parallel structure?
Common forms of parallel structure include lists, comparisons, and contrasting ideas.
These can often be found in phrases that use coordinating conjunctions like 'and' or 'or'.

Is parallel structure only used in poetry?
No, parallel structure is not limited to poetry; it is used in all forms of writing, including
prose, speeches, and essays, to create emphasis and clarity.

What is a modern example of parallel structure in
literature?
A modern example can be found in Barack Obama's speeches, such as in his 2008 victory
speech: 'If there is anyone out there who still doubts that America is a place where all
things are possible, who still wonders if the dream of our founders is alive in our time...'

Can parallel structure be used in dialogue?
Yes, parallel structure can be effectively used in dialogue to reflect a character's thoughts,
emphasize their emotions, or highlight contrasts between different characters or
situations.

What should writers avoid when using parallel



structure?
Writers should avoid mixing different grammatical forms within parallel structures, as this
can confuse readers. Consistency in structure is key to maintaining clarity and impact.
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