
Example Of A Calculus Problem

Example of a calculus problem can take many forms, from basic differentiation to complex integration
challenges. In this article, we will explore a specific example that encompasses various concepts in calculus,
demonstrating how to approach and solve a problem step by step. This example will not only clarify the
methods used in calculus but also illustrate the importance of these techniques in real-world scenarios.

Understanding the Problem

To provide a clear example, let’s consider a real-world context: a company that manufactures and sells a
product. The company’s revenue and cost functions are defined as follows:

- Revenue Function: \( R(x) = 50x - 0.5x^2 \)
- Cost Function: \( C(x) = 20x + 100 \)

Here, \( x \) represents the number of units sold. Our goal is to find the number of units that maximizes the
company’s profit.

Step 1: Defining Profit

Profit is defined as the difference between revenue and cost. Thus, we can express the profit function \( P(x) \)
as follows:

\[
P(x) = R(x) - C(x)
\]

Substituting the given functions into this equation, we have:

\[



P(x) = (50x - 0.5x^2) - (20x + 100)
\]

Simplifying this expression, we can combine like terms:

\[
P(x) = 50x - 0.5x^2 - 20x - 100
\]
\[
P(x) = -0.5x^2 + 30x - 100
\]

Step 2: Finding the Critical Points

To find the maximum profit, we need to locate the critical points of the profit function by taking the derivative
and setting it to zero. The derivative \( P'(x) \) is calculated as follows:

\[
P'(x) = \frac{d}{dx}(-0.5x^2 + 30x - 100)
\]
\[
P'(x) = -x + 30
\]

Setting the derivative equal to zero gives us:

\[
-x + 30 = 0
\]

Solving for \( x \):

\[
x = 30
\]

Step 3: Determining the Nature of the Critical Point

To confirm that this critical point represents a maximum, we can analyze the second derivative \( P''(x) \):

\[
P''(x) = \frac{d^2}{dx^2}(-0.5x^2 + 30x - 100)
\]
\[
P''(x) = -1
\]

Since \( P''(x) < 0 \), this indicates that the function is concave down at \( x = 30 \), confirming that this
point indeed represents a maximum profit.

Step 4: Calculating Maximum Profit

Now that we have determined the number of units that maximizes profit, we can substitute \( x = 30 \) back



into the profit function to find the maximum profit:

\[
P(30) = -0.5(30^2) + 30(30) - 100
\]
\[
P(30) = -0.5(900) + 900 - 100
\]
\[
P(30) = -450 + 900 - 100
\]
\[
P(30) = 350
\]

Thus, the maximum profit is $350 when the company sells 30 units.

Graphical Representation

To better understand the relationship between the profit, revenue, and cost functions, we can visualize them on
a graph.

Plotting the Functions

1. Revenue Function: \( R(x) = 50x - 0.5x^2 \)
2. Cost Function: \( C(x) = 20x + 100 \)
3. Profit Function: \( P(x) = -0.5x^2 + 30x - 100 \)

The graph would typically show:
- The revenue function as a parabola opening downwards.
- The cost function as a linear line with a positive slope.
- The profit function as a second parabola opening downwards, intersecting the x-axis at points where profit is
zero.

Interpreting the Graph

- Intersection Points: The points where the revenue and cost functions intersect represent the break-even points.
- Maximum Point: The vertex of the profit function gives the maximum profit point, which we calculated as \( x
= 30 \).

Real-World Applications

Understanding how to maximize profit is crucial in many business scenarios. Here are some practical applications
of this calculus problem:

- Business Strategy: Companies can use similar models to determine pricing strategies and production levels to
ensure profitability.
- Resource Allocation: Understanding the profit maximization helps in allocating resources effectively.
- Market Analysis: By analyzing the shapes of the revenue and cost functions, companies can predict how
changes in market conditions (like demand or production costs) might affect their profits.



Conclusion

This example of a calculus problem illustrates the powerful tools calculus provides for solving real-world
issues such as profit maximization. By defining revenue and cost functions, deriving the profit function, and
finding its critical points, we demonstrate a systematic approach to optimization problems. Whether in business,
engineering, or the sciences, calculus remains an invaluable resource for decision-making and strategic planning.

Understanding these concepts not only aids in academic pursuits but also equips individuals with the
analytical skills necessary for various professional fields. The interplay between theoretical mathematics and
practical application underscores the importance of calculus in everyday problem-solving.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is an example of a basic calculus problem involving derivatives?
Find the derivative of the function f(x) = 3x^2 + 2x - 5.

Can you provide an example of a calculus problem that involves
integration?
Calculate the integral of the function f(x) = 4x^3 from x = 1 to x = 3.

What is an example of a calculus problem using the Fundamental Theorem of
Calculus?
Evaluate the definite integral of f(x) = sin(x) from 0 to π.

How do you set up a calculus problem for finding the area under a curve?
To find the area under the curve y = x^2 from x = 0 to x = 2, you would set up the integral: �(from 0 to 2)
x^2 dx.

What is an example of applying the Chain Rule in calculus?
Differentiate the function f(x) = (2x + 3)^5 using the Chain Rule.

Can you give an example of a calculus problem that involves limits?
Evaluate the limit: lim (x -> 0) (sin(x)/x).

What is an example of a calculus problem involving related rates?
If a balloon is being inflated, and its radius is increasing at a rate of 2 cm/s, how fast is the volume of the
balloon increasing when the radius is 5 cm?

Can you provide an example of a calculus optimization problem?
Find the dimensions of a rectangle with a perimeter of 20 meters that maximizes the area.

What is an example of a calculus problem that requires finding the second
derivative?
Given the function f(x) = x^3 - 6x^2 + 9x, find the second derivative f''(x).
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Aug 13, 2024 · 所以，这个example.com的邮箱是不存在的，因此在这里要填写你自己拥有的邮箱地址，比如QQ邮箱，163邮箱，谷歌邮箱等，而不是
以example.com结尾的邮箱地址 …

@example.com的邮箱怎么登陆？_百度知道
该@example.com的邮箱是无法登陆的。其仅仅是在用户填写邮箱时，所举的一个邮箱格式例子。其中通过“example”单词即可知道，其中文意思是例子、榜样。 一般在注
册或验证账号时， …
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Oct 10, 2024 · 答案： 登录@example.com邮箱的具体步骤如下： 1. 打开浏览器，访问example.com邮箱的官方网站。 2. 在网站首页找到“登录”按
钮，点击进入登录页面。 3. 在 …
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example 是你用的是什么类型的邮箱，一般是163，yahoou,sina,qq等。 二、电子邮件的优点 书写快速，也可以编辑和储存。 可实现无纸化，节约纸张，达到环保的目
的。 可以把信息 …
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如何登陆@example.com邮箱。 - 百度知道
Oct 10, 2024 · 答案： 登录@example.com邮箱的具体步骤如下： 1. 打开浏览器，访问example.com邮箱的官方网站。 2. 在网站首页 …

请输入“someone@ example.com”格式的电子邮件地址怎么弄？
example 是你用的是什么类型的邮箱，一般是163，yahoou,sina,qq等。 二、电子邮件的优点 书写快速，也可以编辑和储存。 可实现无纸化，节 …
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