
Face Recognition Using Eigenfaces Source
Code Matlab

Face recognition using eigenfaces source code matlab has gained significant attention in the field of
computer vision and artificial intelligence. This technique leverages the mathematical principles of linear
algebra to identify and verify individuals by analyzing their facial features. Eigenfaces is a popular approach
for face recognition due to its effectiveness and relatively low computational complexity. This article delves
into the principles behind eigenfaces, the MATLAB implementation, and practical applications in the real
world.

Understanding Eigenfaces

Eigenfaces is a method of face recognition that uses principal component analysis (PCA) to reduce the
dimensionality of face images while preserving the most significant features necessary for recognition.

1. The Concept of Eigenfaces

The term "eigenface" refers to a set of eigenvectors that are obtained from the covariance matrix of a set of



facial images. Each eigenface represents a specific feature of the face and can be used to construct any face in
the dataset. The key steps involved in the eigenface method include:

1. Image Collection: Gather a dataset of facial images, where each image should be of the same size and
ideally contain the same lighting conditions.
2. Preprocessing: Normalize the images by converting them to grayscale and resizing them to a standard
dimension.
3. Constructing the Covariance Matrix: Compute the covariance matrix of the dataset to capture the
relationships between different facial features.
4. Calculating Eigenvalues and Eigenvectors: Use linear algebra techniques to obtain the eigenvalues and
eigenvectors from the covariance matrix.
5. Selecting Eigenfaces: Choose the top k eigenvectors that correspond to the largest eigenvalues, as they
capture the most variance in the dataset.
6. Projecting Faces onto Eigenfaces: Convert the original facial images into their corresponding eigenface
representations.

2. Mathematical Foundation

The effectiveness of the eigenfaces method is rooted in the principles of PCA. The mathematical operations
involved are as follows:

- Mean Face Calculation: Subtract the mean face from each individual face to center the data.
- Covariance Matrix: This matrix captures the variance and relationship between the pixels of the images. It
is computed as:

\[
C = \frac{1}{n-1} \sum_{i=1}^{n} (I_i - \mu)(I_i - \mu)^T
\]

where \( I_i \) is each image and \( \mu \) is the mean image.

- Eigen Decomposition: Solve the equation:

\[
C v = \lambda v
\]

where \( v \) represents the eigenvectors (eigenfaces) and \( \lambda \) are the corresponding eigenvalues.

- Dimensionality Reduction: Select the top k eigenvectors based on eigenvalues, which effectively reduces
the feature space.



Implementing Eigenfaces in MATLAB

Now that we have an understanding of the eigenfaces concept, let’s look at how to implement face
recognition using eigenfaces in MATLAB. Below is a step-by-step guide that includes the essential source
code.

1. Preparing the Dataset

Before coding, you need to ensure that your dataset is organized. Save your images in a directory where
each image is named in a way that allows you to identify the individual (e.g., `person1_1.jpg`,
`person1_2.jpg`, etc.).

2. The MATLAB Code

Here’s a simplified version of the MATLAB code for implementing eigenfaces:

```matlab
% Load images
imgDir = 'path_to_images'; % Directory containing images
imgFiles = dir(fullfile(imgDir, '.jpg')); % Adjust extension as needed
numImages = length(imgFiles);
imgSize = [100, 100]; % Standard image size

% Preallocate space for images
images = zeros(prod(imgSize), numImages);

% Read and preprocess images
for i = 1:numImages
img = imread(fullfile(imgDir, imgFiles(i).name));
img = imresize(img, imgSize); % Resize images
img = rgb2gray(img); % Convert to grayscale
images(:, i) = img(:); % Flatten image to column vector
end

% Calculate mean face
meanFace = mean(images, 2);
centeredImages = images - meanFace;

% Compute covariance matrix



covMatrix = (centeredImages' centeredImages) / (numImages - 1);

% Eigen decomposition
[eigenVectors, eigenValues] = eig(covMatrix);
[eigenValues, order] = sort(diag(eigenValues), 'descend');
eigenVectors = eigenVectors(:, order);

% Select top k eigenfaces
k = 50; % Number of eigenfaces
eigenFaces = centeredImages eigenVectors(:, 1:k);

% Normalize eigenfaces
for i = 1:k
eigenFaces(:, i) = eigenFaces(:, i) / norm(eigenFaces(:, i));
end

% Display eigenfaces
figure;
for i = 1:k
subplot(5, 10, i);
imshow(reshape(eigenFaces(:, i), imgSize));
title(['Eigenface ' num2str(i)]);
end

% Project images onto eigenfaces
projections = eigenFaces' centeredImages;

% Recognition (example)
testImage = imread('path_to_test_image.jpg');
testImage = imresize(testImage, imgSize);
testImage = rgb2gray(testImage);
testImageVector = testImage(:) - meanFace;
testProjection = eigenFaces' testImageVector;

% Calculate distances and identify the closest match
distances = sqrt(sum((projections - testProjection).^2));
[~, minIndex] = min(distances);
fprintf('Recognized as: %s\n', imgFiles(minIndex).name);
```



3. Explanation of the Code

- Loading and Preprocessing: The code begins by loading images from a specified directory. It resizes each
image to a standard size and converts it to grayscale.
- Mean Face Calculation: The mean face is calculated to center the dataset.
- Covariance Matrix: The covariance of the centered images is computed to prepare for eigenvalue
decomposition.
- Eigen Decomposition: The eigenvalues and eigenvectors are calculated, and the top k eigenfaces are
selected based on the largest eigenvalues.
- Projection and Recognition: Finally, the test image is projected onto the eigenfaces, and distances are
computed to identify the closest matching face.

Applications of Eigenfaces in Real World

The eigenfaces method has several practical applications in various fields:

- Security Systems: Used in surveillance and security to identify individuals in real-time.
- Access Control: Employed in biometric systems for secure entry to buildings or devices.
- Social Media: Utilized for tagging and organizing photos based on recognized individuals.
- Customer Interaction: In retail, companies use face recognition to tailor customer experiences based on
recognized preferences.

Conclusion

Face recognition using eigenfaces source code matlab is a powerful technique that combines the principles
of linear algebra and image processing. By implementing the steps outlined in this article, you can create
your own face recognition system using MATLAB. With the continued advancements in technology and
algorithms, the potential for face recognition applications is vast and ever-expanding. This method not only
serves as a foundation for understanding more complex algorithms but also opens the door to innovative
uses in various industries.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of using eigenfaces in face recognition?
Eigenfaces are used in face recognition to reduce the dimensionality of facial images while preserving the
most important features, allowing for efficient comparison and classification of faces.



How do you implement eigenfaces in MATLAB for face recognition?
To implement eigenfaces in MATLAB, you typically start by loading a dataset of facial images, compute
the covariance matrix, find its eigenvalues and eigenvectors, and project the images onto the eigenface
space for recognition.

What are the prerequisites for running eigenfaces source code in
MATLAB?
You need a working installation of MATLAB, the Image Processing Toolbox, and a dataset of facial images.
Familiarity with matrix operations and basic image processing concepts is also helpful.

Can eigenfaces handle variations in lighting and expression?
Eigenfaces can be sensitive to variations in lighting and facial expressions, as they rely on consistent pixel
patterns. Preprocessing techniques, like histogram equalization or normalization, can help mitigate these
issues.

What are some common performance metrics for evaluating eigenfaces in
face recognition?
Common performance metrics include recognition rate, false acceptance rate, false rejection rate, and the
computational time taken for recognition, which help assess the effectiveness of the eigenface algorithm.

Is there an open-source MATLAB implementation of eigenfaces
available?
Yes, there are several open-source implementations of eigenfaces available on platforms like GitHub, where
you can find source code and examples for face recognition using MATLAB.
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