
Fall Of Communism In Russia

Fall of communism in Russia was a monumental event that reshaped not only the nation
but also the globe, concluding over 70 years of communist rule. The dissolution of the
Soviet Union in 1991 marked the end of an era characterized by an authoritarian regime,
state-controlled economy, and a singular ideology. This article delves into the complex
factors that led to the decline of communism in Russia, the pivotal events that marked its
fall, and the subsequent transformation of Russian society.

Historical Context

The roots of communism in Russia can be traced back to the Bolshevik Revolution in 1917,
which overthrew the provisional government and established the Soviet regime under
Lenin. The regime sought to create a classless society through the abolition of private
property and the nationalization of industry. Over the decades, the Soviet Union expanded
its influence, but by the mid-20th century, internal and external pressures began to mount.

The Economic Strain

1. Centralized Planning: The Soviet economy relied on a centralized planning model, which
led to inefficiencies and a lack of innovation. The government controlled every aspect of
production and distribution, stifling competition and creativity.

2. Military Spending: A significant portion of the Soviet budget was allocated to military
expenditures to maintain its superpower status, diverting resources away from consumer
goods and public welfare.



3. Declining Oil Prices: The Soviet economy was heavily dependent on oil exports. The
1980s saw a decline in oil prices, significantly impacting the economy and causing
shortages of basic goods.

Political Repression

The Soviet regime maintained power through strict censorship, the suppression of dissent,
and the use of the KGB (the secret police) to instill fear among the populace. However,
mounting dissatisfaction and a desire for political reform began to surface:

- Dissident Movements: Intellectuals and activists began to challenge the regime,
advocating for human rights, political pluralism, and freedom of expression.
- Perestroika and Glasnost: In the mid-1980s, Mikhail Gorbachev introduced reforms known
as perestroika (restructuring) and glasnost (openness) in an attempt to revitalize the
economy and promote transparency in government. However, these reforms inadvertently
weakened the Communist Party’s grip on power.

Key Events Leading to the Fall

Several pivotal events contributed to the fall of communism in Russia, culminating in the
dissolution of the Soviet Union.

The Rise of Gorbachev

Mikhail Gorbachev became the General Secretary of the Communist Party in 1985 and
recognized the need for reform. His policies aimed to address the economic stagnation and
political repression that plagued the Soviet Union.

- Perestroika: This program aimed to decentralize the economy and introduce market-like
reforms, allowing limited private enterprise. While intended to strengthen the economy, it
led to confusion and further discontent among the populace.

- Glasnost: This policy encouraged open discussion about political and social issues. It
allowed for greater freedom of expression, which led to increased criticism of the
government and the Communist Party.

The Role of Nationalism

As Gorbachev's reforms took hold, nationalist sentiments began to rise in various Soviet
republics. The desire for independence became a potent force:

- Baltic States: Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania led the charge for independence, holding
mass protests and declaring sovereignty from Soviet rule.



- Caucasus and Central Asia: Republics like Armenia and Georgia also sought
independence, further weakening the Soviet Union's cohesion.

The August Coup of 1991

In August 1991, hardliners within the Communist Party attempted a coup to overthrow
Gorbachev and reverse his reforms. The coup ultimately failed due to widespread public
resistance led by Boris Yeltsin, the President of the Russian Soviet Federative Socialist
Republic:

- Yeltsin's Leadership: Yeltsin emerged as a symbol of resistance against the coup, standing
atop a tank outside the Russian White House and calling for a democratic transition.
- Decline of Communist Authority: The failed coup diminished the authority of the
Communist Party, leading to a rapid decline in its power.

The Dissolution of the Soviet Union

Following the failed coup, the momentum for independence grew stronger, and the Soviet
Union faced a rapid unraveling.

Formation of the Commonwealth of Independent States
(CIS)

On December 8, 1991, leaders from Russia, Ukraine, and Belarus signed the Belavezha
Accords, declaring that the Soviet Union had ceased to exist and establishing the
Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS). This agreement marked a significant turning
point:

- End of the Soviet Union: The formal dissolution of the Soviet Union occurred on December
26, 1991, when the Soviet flag was lowered for the last time.
- Emergence of Independent States: The republics that once comprised the Soviet Union
gained independence, leading to the establishment of 15 new sovereign nations.

Impact on Russia

The fall of communism in Russia led to significant political, economic, and social
transformations:

- Transition to Capitalism: The Russian economy underwent a radical shift from a state-
controlled system to a market-oriented economy. This transition was marked by:
- Privatization of state-owned enterprises
- Emergence of oligarchs who amassed great wealth during the privatization process
- Economic turmoil, including hyperinflation and unemployment



- Political Changes: Russia transitioned from a one-party state to a multi-party system,
although the political landscape remained tumultuous, with Yeltsin facing numerous
challenges, including a coup attempt in 1993.

- Social Consequences: The rapid changes led to social upheaval, with increased poverty
and inequality. The loss of the safety net provided by the Soviet state left many citizens
struggling to adapt to the new economic realities.

Legacy of the Fall of Communism

The fall of communism in Russia had far-reaching implications:

- Global Impact: The end of the Cold War signaled a shift in global geopolitics, decreasing
tensions between the East and West and leading to the expansion of NATO.

- Influence on Leftist Movements: The decline of communism raised questions about the
viability of leftist movements worldwide, prompting a reevaluation of socialist ideologies.

- Challenges in Post-Soviet Russia: The transition period was fraught with challenges,
including political instability, economic hardship, and the rise of authoritarianism under
Vladimir Putin in the early 2000s.

In conclusion, the fall of communism in Russia was not merely the end of a political regime
but a transformative event that reshaped global dynamics, challenging the very
foundations of ideology and governance. The legacy of this period continues to influence
contemporary Russian society and its interactions on the world stage.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the main economic factors that contributed
to the fall of communism in Russia?
The inefficiencies of the centrally planned economy, coupled with a lack of consumer goods
and technological stagnation, led to widespread dissatisfaction among the populace. The
economic crises of the 1980s, including rising inflation and declining living standards,
further fueled calls for reform.

How did Mikhail Gorbachev's policies influence the fall
of communism in Russia?
Mikhail Gorbachev introduced policies of glasnost (openness) and perestroika
(restructuring) in the 1980s, which aimed to reform the political and economic systems.
However, these policies inadvertently weakened the communist party's grip on power and
encouraged public dissent, ultimately leading to the collapse of the regime.



What role did nationalism play in the fall of communism
in Russia?
Nationalism surged in various Soviet republics during the late 1980s, as people sought
greater autonomy and independence from Moscow. The rise of nationalist movements in
places like Ukraine and the Baltic states contributed significantly to the disintegration of the
Soviet Union and the fall of communism.

What was the impact of the 1991 coup attempt on the
communist regime in Russia?
The failed coup attempt in August 1991 by hardline communists aimed at overthrowing
Gorbachev further discredited the communist party and accelerated its decline. The event
galvanized public support for Boris Yeltsin and demonstrated the weakening power of the
communist regime, leading to its eventual dissolution.

How did external factors, such as the Cold War,
influence the fall of communism in Russia?
The prolonged economic and military competition of the Cold War strained the Soviet
economy and exposed its weaknesses. The arms race and the costs associated with
maintaining a global superpower status diverted resources from domestic needs,
contributing to the overall decline of the communist system.

What were the social consequences of the fall of
communism in Russia?
The fall of communism led to significant social upheaval in Russia, including increased
poverty, unemployment, and inequality during the transition to a market economy. Many
experienced a loss of social security and stability, which sparked public discontent and
ongoing challenges in post-communist society.
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An adult patient was cooking when there was a flare up that resulted in burns to the following areas:
entire chest, entire abdomen, and circumferential to lower part (elbow to hands) of both arms.

Burn Percentage in Adults: Rule of Nines Chart - eMedicineHealth
When measuring burns in adults, the rule of nines assesses the percentage of burn and is used to
help guide treatment decisions including fluid resuscitation and becomes part of the guidelines to …

A patient spilled a large open frying pan of hot cooking grease and ...
Sep 23, 2023 · The Rule of Nines is a tool used in pre-hospital and emergency medicine to estimate
the total body surface area (TBSA) affected by a burn. In adults, it assigns 9% to the entire …

Rule of Nines NCLEX Quiz Questions - Registered Nurse RN
Rule of Nines NCLEX questions quiz for the adult patient who has experienced burns. The Rule of
Nines is used to calculate the total body surface for a patient who has experienced burns.

Rule of Nines - StatPearls - NCBI Bookshelf
Feb 12, 2024 · The Rule of Nines, also known as the Wallace Rule of Nines, is a tool utilized by
medical providers to assess the total body surface area (TBSA) involved in burn patients. The …

Burns in Adults: The Rule of Nine Chart - Union Test Prep
The anterior and posterior of each leg account for 18% of the body’s surface area, so if both legs are
burned, it accounts for 36%. Groin The genitals account for 1% of the body’s surface area. …

Rule of Nines: Burns, Children, Adults, Wallace, and More
Jul 20, 2018 · The rule of nines is a method doctors and emergency medical providers use to easily
calculate what treatments are needed for a person who has been burned. We explain this …

Ch 57 - Management of Patients with Burn Injury Flashcards
Study with Quizlet and memorize flashcards containing terms like An emergency department nurse
is evaluating a client with partial-thickness burns to the entire surfaces of both legs. Based on …

Burn Injuries - Treatment & Assessment - EMTprep
Sep 2, 2022 · For example, if an adult patient burns his or her entire chest/abdomen (18%) and left
leg (18%), the patient's TBSA burned is 36%. The rule of nines changes based on the size of the …

fall的用法_百度知道
fall 高考 / CET4 / CET6 / 考研 讲解1:26 v. 落下；下落；掉落；跌落；突然倒下；跌倒；倒塌；下垂；低垂 n. 落下；下落；跌落；掉 …

fall by和fall to区别 - 百度知道
fall to：词性为短语，指某人或某事物开始进行某种活动，或者进入某种状态。 通过下面的表格我们了解下fall by和fall to的含义、发音和用法

fall的过去式和过去分词分别是什么？_百度知道
fall的 过去式： fell fall的 过去分词： fallen 词汇解析： fall 英 [fɔːl] 美 [fɔl] 1、v. 落下；变成；来临；减弱；掉落；跌落 2、n. 下降；秋 …

fall 和 fell 有什么区别?_百度知道
fall 和 fell 只有时态的区别，没有意思上的区别，只是以下几点需要注意： fall是一般现在时，而fell是一般过去时，时态不同； fell 动词原 …

fall on用法是什么？_百度知道
Dec 15, 2023 · fall on用法是什么？"fall on" 是一个常见的短语，可以有多种用法。它可以表示物体或人的落地、事件发生的时间、责任归 …
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