
Faa Ap Oral And Practical Exam

FAA AP Oral and Practical Exam is a significant milestone for aspiring
aviation maintenance professionals. The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA)
sets stringent testing requirements to ensure that Aircraft Maintenance
Technicians possess the necessary skills and knowledge to maintain and repair
aircraft safely. This article will delve into the intricacies of the FAA AP
(Airframe and Powerplant) Oral and Practical Exam, detailing what candidates
can expect, how to prepare, and tips for success.



Understanding the FAA AP Oral and Practical
Exam

The FAA AP Oral and Practical Exam is designed to evaluate a candidate’s
proficiency in aircraft maintenance. The exam is divided into two parts: the
oral portion and the practical portion. Each segment tests different aspects
of the candidate's knowledge and hands-on skills.

The Oral Exam

The oral exam typically includes questions related to:

1. Regulations and Standards: Candidates must demonstrate familiarity with
FAA regulations, such as 14 CFR Part 43 and Part 91.
2. Aircraft Systems: This includes knowledge about airframe components,
propulsion systems, electrical systems, and avionics.
3. Maintenance Procedures: Candidates should understand standard maintenance
practices, including troubleshooting and repair techniques.
4. Safety Practices: Knowledge of safety protocols and practices is critical
in aviation maintenance to ensure the safety of personnel and aircraft.
5. Technical Data: Candidates should be able to interpret and utilize
technical data, including maintenance manuals and service bulletins.

During the oral exam, the Designated Mechanic Examiner (DME) will ask a
series of questions to gauge the candidate's understanding of these topics.
It's essential to articulate answers clearly and provide examples when
possible.

The Practical Exam

The practical part of the exam tests the candidate's ability to perform
actual maintenance tasks. This portion is hands-on and can include:

- Pre-Flight Inspections: Candidates may be asked to perform a visual
inspection of an aircraft, identifying discrepancies and evaluating the
overall condition.
- System Checks: Tasks may include checking hydraulic systems, electrical
systems, and fuel systems for functionality.
- Repairs and Alterations: Candidates might be asked to demonstrate specific
skills, such as replacing components, fabricating parts, or conducting
repairs.
- Using Tools and Equipment: Demonstrating proper use of tools and equipment
is essential, as it reflects the candidate’s familiarity with the tools of
the trade.

The practical exam is typically conducted on an actual aircraft or a



simulator, allowing candidates to showcase their technical skills in a real-
world scenario.

Preparing for the FAA AP Oral and Practical
Exam

Preparation is crucial for success in the FAA AP Oral and Practical Exam.
Here are several strategies to help candidates prepare effectively:

Study Resources

1. FAA Regulations: Familiarize yourself with relevant regulations and
standards. Study the FAA’s regulations, advisory circulars, and handbooks.
2. Maintenance Manuals: Review manufacturer maintenance manuals for different
aircraft types. This will help you understand specific aircraft systems and
components.
3. Study Guides and Textbooks: Utilize study guides that focus on the FAA AP
exam topics. Books like “A&P Technician General Handbook” and others are
excellent resources.
4. Online Courses and Videos: Enroll in online courses or watch educational
videos that cover key topics related to the oral and practical exams.

Hands-On Practice

- Workshops and Training: Attend workshops or training sessions that offer
hands-on experience with aircraft systems and maintenance tasks.
- Simulated Scenarios: Practice performing inspections and repairs on
training aircraft or simulators to gain confidence.
- Join Study Groups: Collaborating with peers can provide different
perspectives and enhance understanding of complex topics.

Mock Exams

- Conduct Mock Oral Exams: Partner with fellow candidates or instructors to
simulate the oral exam environment. This will help improve your confidence
and speaking abilities.
- Practical Skills Assessment: Regularly assess your practical skills by
performing specific tasks and seeking feedback from experienced technicians
or instructors.



Tips for Success

To excel in the FAA AP Oral and Practical Exam, candidates should consider
the following tips:

1. Stay Calm and Focused: Nervousness can hinder performance. Take deep
breaths and maintain a calm demeanor during the exam.

2. Listen Carefully: Pay attention to the examiner's questions. If unclear,
don’t hesitate to ask for clarification.

3. Think Aloud: While performing practical tasks, verbalize your thought
process. This helps the examiner understand your reasoning and approach.

4. Be Honest: If you don’t know the answer to a question, it’s better to
admit it than to guess incorrectly. Show a willingness to learn and seek
clarification.

5. Exhibit Professionalism: Dress appropriately, maintain a positive
attitude, and demonstrate professionalism throughout the exam.

6. Review Performance: After completing the exam, take time to reflect on
your performance. Identify areas for improvement, regardless of the outcome.

Conclusion

The FAA AP Oral and Practical Exam is a comprehensive assessment that
requires thorough preparation and a solid understanding of aircraft
maintenance principles. By familiarizing oneself with the exam structure,
utilizing effective study techniques, and practicing hands-on skills,
candidates can position themselves for success. Remember, this exam is not
just a test of knowledge, but also an opportunity to demonstrate your
commitment to safety and excellence in aviation maintenance. With the right
preparation and mindset, candidates can confidently approach this pivotal
step in their aviation careers.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of the FAA A&P oral and
practical exam?
The FAA A&P oral and practical exam is designed to evaluate the knowledge and
hands-on skills of candidates seeking to become certified Airframe and
Powerplant mechanics. It ensures they meet the required standards for safety
and technical proficiency in aircraft maintenance.



What topics are commonly covered in the oral part of
the A&P exam?
The oral part of the A&P exam typically covers topics such as aircraft
systems, maintenance procedures, regulations, safety practices, and
troubleshooting techniques. Candidates are expected to demonstrate their
understanding of these subjects through questions posed by the examiner.

How should I prepare for the practical portion of
the A&P exam?
Preparation for the practical portion of the A&P exam involves hands-on
practice with tools, equipment, and real aircraft components. Candidates
should familiarize themselves with common maintenance tasks, such as
inspections, repairs, and installations, and practice performing these tasks
efficiently and safely.

What skills are assessed during the practical exam?
During the practical exam, candidates are assessed on various skills,
including but not limited to, performing maintenance tasks, conducting
inspections, demonstrating proper tool usage, and adhering to safety
protocols. Examining authorities evaluate both technical proficiency and
problem-solving abilities.

How long does the FAA A&P oral and practical exam
take?
The FAA A&P oral and practical exam usually takes between 4 to 8 hours,
depending on the examiner's requirements and the candidate's performance. The
oral portion may last around 2-3 hours, followed by the practical portion
which can take an additional 2-5 hours.

Can I retake the A&P exam if I fail one part?
Yes, if a candidate fails either the oral or practical part of the A&P exam,
they are allowed to retake only the portion they did not pass. It’s important
to prepare adequately before retaking to increase the chances of success.
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has the FAA removed the section in Part 23 on the utility category? I have tried searching in the
most recent FARs on CFR.gov, and have not been able to find any definition of utility category or
what it is capable of.

FAA - Common Aircraft Categories - Aviation Stack Exchange
Sep 5, 2023 · I understand that for Small Airplanes, the FAA establishes different categories, one of
which is Normal, Utility, and Aerobatic, commonly known for their Limit Load Factors, which are:
Normal: 3.8...

What is the difference between ICAO, JAA, FAA, EASA, and CAA?
FAA The Federal Aviation Administration is the aviation authority of the United States of America. It
is responsible for setting up the federal aviation regulations (FAR), which are binding for all flight
operations in the US. The FAA also provides air traffic control service at most control towers and all
en-route air traffic control centers.

How do I use the FAA's WINGS program as a flight review?
The FAA Safety Team's WINGS program allows pilots to bypass the traditional FAR 61.56 flight
review by completing a "phase" of the WINGS program. The program and requirements are detailed
in FAA Advisory Circular 61-91 (currently 61-91J).

faa regulations - What is the rationale behind requiring ATC to …
Aug 20, 2024 · Commercial jet airliner pilots are required to retire before the age of 60 or 65,
depending on region and regulations. The International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) set the
retirement age at...

What are some "FAA approved" simulators for home that I can log …
May 26, 2020 · I'd assume xplanes on iPhone or Android would not be log-able, but wanted to know
if there is a affordable simulator kit for home usage that'd help me logging time for IFR
requirements?

机务在线首页 - 认真、负责、细致 我们秉承的理念
请问各位大佬南航哈尔滨如何？ 南航哈尔滨都有哪些 机务生活 职场交流 站务公告 FAA/EASA 飞行航模 机务掠影 航空科普 A320系列 头条 RA天线旁边的这两个是啥
2025-07-26 南航哈尔滨如何 2025-07-26 大三暑假留校考执照 2025-07-26

faa regulations - When to use beacon, anti-collision, strobe, logo, …
Dec 18, 2015 · The Aeronautical Information Manual (AIM) is a great place to look for questions like
this, and has this on the subject: 4-3-23. Use of Aircraft Lights a. Aircraft position lights are required
to be lighted on aircraft operated on the surface and in flight from sunset to sunrise. In addition,
aircraft equipped with an anti-collision light system are required to operate that light …

What is the "8900" that the FAA uses for guidance?
Feb 6, 2014 · The Flight Standards Information Management System, created by FAA Order 8900.1,
is the source of all information relating to aviation safety inspector job tasks. It's about 8,000 pages
worth of (non-regulatory) guidance and …

faa regulations - In the US, what prevents me from flying my …
May 1, 2025 · The FAA / Congress have recently modified the 49 USC 44809 "Recreational
Exception" to Part 107 to allow small Unmanned Aircraft (e.g. traditional radio-controlled model
airplanes, "drones", etc) to fly up to the top of the Class …

faa regulations - What are the differences between Normal …



has the FAA removed the section in Part 23 on the utility category? I have tried searching in the
most recent FARs on …

FAA - Common Aircraft Categories - Aviation Stack Ex…
Sep 5, 2023 · I understand that for Small Airplanes, the FAA establishes different categories, one of
which is …

What is the difference between ICAO, JAA, FAA, EASA, and CAA?
FAA The Federal Aviation Administration is the aviation authority of the United States of America. It
is responsible …

How do I use the FAA's WINGS program as a flight review?
The FAA Safety Team's WINGS program allows pilots to bypass the traditional FAR 61.56 flight
review by completing …

faa regulations - What is the rationale behind requiring AT…
Aug 20, 2024 · Commercial jet airliner pilots are required to retire before the age of 60 or 65,
depending on region …
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