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F. Scott Fitzgerald’s Impact on
Society

» Fitzgerald named the 1920’s “The Jazz
Age”
Wrote screenplays for Metro-Goldwyn-
Mayer

» Created The Great Gatsby which is said
to be the most accurate description of
the 1920’s and his magnum opus
(Greatest work)

F. Scott Fitzgerald's impact on society is immense, influencing literature, culture, and
social perspectives in ways that resonate even today. As a central figure of the Jazz Age,
Fitzgerald's work encapsulated the excesses, struggles, and aspirations of the 1920s, a
pivotal era in American history. His novels and stories not only reflected the zeitgeist of
his time but also offered critical insights into the American Dream, materialism, and the
social dynamics of class and gender. This article explores Fitzgerald's contributions to
literature, his critique of society, and the lasting legacy he has left on contemporary
culture.

Fitzgerald's Literary Contributions

F. Scott Fitzgerald is best known for his novels, particularly "The Great Gatsby," which is
often hailed as one of the greatest American novels. His literary style, characterized by
lyrical prose and rich symbolism, contributes significantly to his impact on literature and
society.

Defining the Jazz Age

- Fitzgerald coined the term "Jazz Age" to describe the 1920s, a decade characterized by
jazz music, flapper culture, and a break from traditional values.

- His works encapsulate the spirit of the Roaring Twenties, highlighting both the glamour
and the disillusionment of the era.

- Through characters like Jay Gatsby, he explores themes of aspiration, wealth, and the



often-unattainable nature of the American Dream.

Exploration of the American Dream

Fitzgerald's exploration of the American Dream is one of the most significant aspects of
his work:

1. Critique of Materialism: Fitzgerald critiques the relentless pursuit of wealth and status,
revealing the emptiness that often accompanies it.

2. Illusion vs. Reality: In "The Great Gatsby," the disparity between Gatsby's dream and his
reality serves as a powerful commentary on the nature of success in America.

3. Class Struggle: His works illustrate the complexities of social class, emphasizing the
barriers that prevent individuals from achieving their dreams.

Social Commentary and Cultural Reflections

Fitzgerald's impact extends beyond literature; his writings serve as a mirror reflecting
societal issues and cultural changes of his time.

Gender Roles and Feminism

- Fitzgerald's portrayal of women often challenges traditional gender roles. Characters like
Daisy Buchanan and Jordan Baker embody the complexities of femininity in the 1920s.

- His works illuminate the struggles women faced in a society that was both evolving and
restrictive, providing a nuanced view of the feminist movement.

- Despite his critique of the superficiality of the flapper lifestyle, Fitzgerald's female
characters often display strength, ambition, and agency.

Class Disparities and Economic Disillusionment

- Fitzgerald's narratives reveal the stark contrasts between the wealthy elite and the
struggling lower classes.

- His characters often grapple with the disillusionment that follows the economic boom of
the 1920s, foreshadowing the Great Depression that would follow.

- "The Great Gatsbhy" serves as a poignant exploration of the hollow nature of wealth and
the moral decay that can accompany it.

The Enduring Legacy of Fitzgerald

Fitzgerald's influence has permeated literature, film, and popular culture, cementing his
status as a literary giant.



In Literature

- Fitzgerald's style and themes have inspired countless authors, shaping the development
of American literature.

- Writers such as Jack Kerouac, J.D. Salinger, and even contemporary authors draw upon
Fitzgerald's exploration of the human condition and social dynamics.

- His narrative techniques, particularly the use of unreliable narrators and fragmented
storytelling, have become hallmarks in modern literature.

In Film and Popular Culture

- Many of Fitzgerald's works, especially "The Great Gatsby," have been adapted into films,
musicals, and other art forms, each interpretation reimagining his themes for new
audiences.

- The 2013 film adaptation of "The Great Gatsby," directed by Baz Luhrmann, reignited
interest in Fitzgerald's work, showcasing the timeless relevance of his themes.

- Quotes and motifs from Fitzgerald's works have permeated popular culture, influencing
music, fashion, and art, particularly in the portrayal of the Roaring Twenties.

Conclusion: A Timeless Influence

F. Scott Fitzgerald's impact on society is both profound and multifaceted. Through his
literary genius, he captured the essence of an era defined by excess, ambition, and
disillusionment. His exploration of the American Dream, gender roles, and class disparities
continues to resonate with readers and audiences today. As society grapples with similar
themes of aspiration and inequality, Fitzgerald's work remains a crucial lens through
which we can examine our own realities.

In summary, Fitzgerald's legacy is not just confined to the pages of his novels; it is
interwoven into the fabric of American culture and literature. His ability to articulate the
complexities of human experience and societal change ensures that his influence will
endure for generations to come. The lessons gleaned from his work serve as reminders of
the ongoing struggles for identity, purpose, and meaning in an ever-evolving society.

Frequently Asked Questions

What themes in F. Scott Fitzgerald's work reflect the
social issues of his time?

F. Scott Fitzgerald's works often explore themes of wealth, class disparity, and the
American Dream, reflecting the social issues of the Jazz Age and the Roaring Twenties,
including the moral decay and excesses of society during that era.



How did Fitzgerald's portrayal of the American Dream
influence societal perceptions?

Fitzgerald's portrayal of the American Dream, particularly in 'The Great Gatsby', critiques
the idea that wealth equates to happiness and success, influencing societal perceptions by
highlighting the disillusionment that often accompanies the pursuit of materialism.

In what ways did Fitzgerald's personal life influence his
writing?

Fitzgerald's tumultuous personal life, marked by struggles with alcoholism, financial
instability, and a complicated marriage, deeply influenced his writing, infusing his

characters with complexity and reflecting the societal pressures and expectations of his
time.

How has Fitzgerald's work contributed to modern
discussions about mental health?

Fitzgerald's candid portrayal of characters grappling with mental health issues has
contributed to modern discussions about mental health awareness, revealing the struggles
of individuals in high society and the impact of societal expectations on personal well-
being.

What cultural impact did Fitzgerald's depiction of the
Jazz Age have?

Fitzgerald's depiction of the Jazz Age captured the spirit of the 1920s, influencing cultural
perceptions of the era and shaping the narrative around the lifestyle, fashion, and social
dynamics of the time, which continue to resonate in popular culture today.

How did Fitzgerald's writing style impact American
literature?

Fitzgerald's innovative writing style, characterized by lyrical prose and vivid imagery, has
had a lasting impact on American literature, inspiring subsequent generations of writers
to explore complex characters and themes with similar depth and style.

What role did Fitzgerald play in shaping the concept of
the Lost Generation?

Fitzgerald played a pivotal role in shaping the concept of the Lost Generation by
articulating the disillusionment felt by many young Americans after World War I,
encapsulating their experiences and sentiments in his works, particularly through
characters who embody this existential crisis.

How do contemporary readers relate to Fitzgerald's



exploration of social issues?

Contemporary readers relate to Fitzgerald's exploration of social issues such as inequality,
identity, and the quest for validation, finding parallels in today's societal challenges,
making his work relevant in discussions about class dynamics and the pursuit of
happiness.
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