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EY Young Entrepreneur of the Year has become an esteemed accolade that recognizes the
remarkable achievements of young business leaders across the globe. This prestigious award not only
honors the entrepreneurial spirit of youth but also serves as a platform to inspire the next generation
of innovators and change-makers. In this article, we will explore the origins of the award, the selection
process, notable past winners, and the impact it has on the entrepreneurship landscape.

Origins of the EY Young Entrepreneur of the Year
Award

The EY Young Entrepreneur of the Year award was established to celebrate the accomplishments of
young entrepreneurs who demonstrate exceptional vision, creativity, and leadership in their
respective fields. As part of EY's commitment to fostering entrepreneurship and innovation, this award
aims to highlight the importance of supporting young business leaders who are reshaping the
economic landscape.

The program originated from the EY Entrepreneur Of The Year awards, which have been held since
1986. Over the years, the initiative has expanded globally and now exists in numerous countries. The
Young Entrepreneur category was introduced to specifically focus on under-40 entrepreneurs who are
making substantial contributions to their industries and communities.

The Selection Process

The selection process for the EY Young Entrepreneur of the Year award is rigorous and multifaceted.
Here’s a breakdown of how candidates are evaluated:



1. Nominations

Nominations for the award can come from various sources, including self-nominations, peer
nominations, or recommendations from business leaders and mentors. The nomination process
encourages a wide array of candidates, ensuring a diverse pool of applicants.

2. Initial Screening

Once nominations are received, a panel of judges conducts an initial screening to ensure that
candidates meet the eligibility criteria. Key factors considered during this phase include:

- Age (under 40)

- Business ownership or leadership role
- Demonstrated growth and innovation
- Positive community impact

3. Detailed Evaluation

Qualified candidates undergo a comprehensive evaluation, which includes:

- Business performance metrics (financial growth, market expansion)
- Leadership qualities and team management

- Contribution to the entrepreneurial ecosystem

- Social and environmental responsibility

The judging panel, composed of experienced entrepreneurs, business leaders, and industry experts,
assesses each candidate's application based on these criteria.

4. Finalists and Winners

After careful evaluation, finalists are selected to present their business stories in front of the judging
panel. The final decision is based not only on the candidates' business achievements but also on their
ability to inspire others and their vision for the future.

Notable Past Winners

Throughout the years, the EY Young Entrepreneur of the Year award has celebrated numerous
individuals whose stories of success serve as an inspiration to aspiring entrepreneurs. Here are a few
notable past winners:

e Russell Wilson (2021): The co-founder of a tech startup that revolutionized mobile payments,



Wilson is celebrated for his innovative approach to financial technology and for creating
solutions that empower small businesses.

¢ Jessica Alba (2019): The actress turned entrepreneur co-founded a consumer goods company
focused on eco-friendly products. Her commitment to sustainability and transparency has
garnered immense recognition in the marketplace.

* Ben Francis (2018): The founder of Gymshark, Francis started his fitness apparel company
from his parents’ garage. His entrepreneurial journey exemplifies the power of social media and
community building in modern business.

 Shama Hyder (2017): A digital marketing expert, Hyder founded a successful agency that
helps brands navigate online marketing. Her influence in the industry and her commitment to
mentoring young entrepreneurs make her a role model.

These winners, among many others, reflect the diverse range of industries and backgrounds from
which successful young entrepreneurs emerge.

Impact of the EY Young Entrepreneur of the Year
Award

The EY Young Entrepreneur of the Year award has a profound impact on both the winners and the
broader entrepreneurial ecosystem. Some of the key effects of this recognition include:

1. Increased Visibility

Winning the EY Young Entrepreneur of the Year award provides entrepreneurs with significant
exposure. This visibility can lead to:

- Increased media attention
- Networking opportunities with industry leaders
- Attracting potential investors or partners

2. Validation of Efforts

Receiving this prestigious award serves as a powerful validation of an entrepreneur's hard work and
dedication. It boosts their credibility and can enhance their reputation within their industry and
beyond. This recognition often leads to:

- Enhanced brand loyalty from customers
- Greater opportunities for collaboration
- Improved chances for future funding or investment



3. Inspiration for Others

The stories of past winners serve as a source of inspiration for aspiring entrepreneurs. By showcasing
the journeys of young leaders who have overcome challenges and achieved success, the award
motivates others to pursue their entrepreneurial dreams. This inspiration manifests in various forms,
including:

- Increased interest in entrepreneurship among young people
- A rise in mentorship programs and entrepreneurial education
- Greater willingness to take risks in starting new ventures

4. Contribution to Economic Growth

Young entrepreneurs play a crucial role in driving economic growth and innovation. By recognizing
and supporting these individuals, the EY Young Entrepreneur of the Year award contributes to a
thriving entrepreneurial ecosystem. The benefits include:

- Job creation through new businesses
- Development of innovative products and services
- Enhancement of local and global economies

Conclusion

The EY Young Entrepreneur of the Year award stands as a testament to the remarkable potential of
young business leaders. By celebrating their achievements, the award not only recognizes their hard
work but also serves as a beacon of hope and inspiration for future entrepreneurs. As the landscape
of entrepreneurship continues to evolve, the contributions of these young innovators will undoubtedly
shape the future of business, driving progress and growth in diverse sectors. The EY Young
Entrepreneur of the Year award not only honors individual accomplishments but also reinforces the
collective power of entrepreneurial spirit in creating a better, more innovative world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 'EY Young Entrepreneur of the Year' award?

The 'EY Young Entrepreneur of the Year' award recognizes outstanding young entrepreneurs who
have demonstrated exceptional leadership, innovation, and business acumen in their respective
industries.

Who is eligible to apply for the EY Young Entrepreneur of the
Year award?

Eligibility typically includes entrepreneurs aged 18 to 35 who own or lead a business that has been
operational for at least one year and shows significant growth potential.



What criteria are used to evaluate the nominees for this
award?

Nominees are evaluated based on their business growth, innovation, social impact, leadership
qualities, and the ability to overcome challenges in their entrepreneurial journey.

How can young entrepreneurs apply for the EY Young
Entrepreneur of the Year award?

Young entrepreneurs can apply through the official EY website, where they will need to submit an
application detailing their business achievements, vision, and impact.

What benefits do winners of the EY Young Entrepreneur of the
Year award receive?

Winners typically receive recognition in the business community, networking opportunities,
mentorship, and access to resources that can help them further develop their business.

Can previous winners of the EY Young Entrepreneur of the
Year award reapply?

Generally, previous winners are not eligible to reapply for the same category, but they may
participate in other EY programs or initiatives aimed at supporting entrepreneurs.

How does the EY Young Entrepreneur of the Year award
contribute to the entrepreneurial ecosystem?

The award helps highlight successful young entrepreneurs, inspiring others to pursue their business
ideas, and fosters a supportive network that encourages innovation and collaboration in the
entrepreneurial community.
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"Discover how the EY Young Entrepreneur of the Year award celebrates innovative leaders shaping
the future. Learn more about inspiring success stories!"
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