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Summary Writing as a Critical School
Improvement Strategy

by John Collins, EdD

with all the strategies available to improve schools, why emphasize summary writing ? Quite simply, our
students need to read more to expand their subject-specific background knowledge and their academic
vocabularies. The best way to encourage the careful reading of nonfiction texts that will add content
and vocabulary knowledge is 1o ask students to summarize, in wiiting, what they have read.

Why the Emphasis on Summary Writing

Marihyn lager Adams describes the decline of reading skills, especially in the upper grades, in her
extensively researched article “Advancing Our Students’ Language and Literacy” in the American
Educotor. Jager Adams carefully reviews the Hteracy achievement data from 1960 throwgh 2010 and
concludes, “The literacy level of our secondary students is languishing because the kids are not reading
what they need to be reading” (p.3). This is primarily because school textbooks have become easier 1o
read over the last 50 years while newspapers and other texts have not or, in the case of scentific
magazines, “had increased dramatically [in reading difficulty] from 1930 to 1990° (p.5). For example,
American textbooks’ sentence length has decreased from an average of 20 words in 1962 to 14 today.

In light of this information, one might conclude that teachers can lecture about content to help close the
information and complexity gap, but then we are faced with another difficult fact: "The richness and
complexity of the words wsed in oral language samples paled in comparison with written texts” (p.5).
Students need the experience of reading complex texts because written language is more difficult: The
words are more precise, the concepts are more elaborated, and syntax & more complex,

Reading complex, subject-related text helps students begin to overcome what has been popularly called
the “Matthew effect,” which describes why good readers become better and poor readers become
pooser as each year goes by, Our non-reading students are constantly falling behind because their store
of background knowledge and academic vocabulary is not growing. Once students get beyond basic
decoding, we need to help them expand what E. D. Hirsch (2003) calls students “ward and world
knowledge™ (p. 21}, which brings us back to summarny writing.

Example of a summary writing is an essential skill that can significantly
enhance one’s ability to communicate ideas effectively. Summaries condense
lengthy texts into shorter, more digestible forms, allowing readers to grasp
the main points quickly. In various fields including education, business, and
media, the ability to summarize information is invaluable. This article will
explore the principles of summary writing, provide examples, and discuss
practical tips for creating effective summaries.

Understanding Summary Writing

Summary writing involves distilling the essential information from a larger
body of text while maintaining the original intent and tone. A well-crafted
summary should include the main ideas, key arguments, and critical points
without delving into excessive detail.

Importance of Summary Writing



The ability to summarize effectively offers numerous benefits:

— Enhanced comprehension: Summarizing forces the writer to process and
understand the material.

— Improved retention: Creating summaries can help reinforce memory retention
of the content.

— Efficient communication: Summaries allow individuals to convey essential
information quickly, saving time for both the writer and the reader.

— Academic and professional utility: Summaries are frequently used in
academic settings for essays, research papers, and presentations, as well as
in business for reports and proposals.

Elements of Effective Summary Writing

When crafting a summary, several key elements must be considered to ensure
clarity and accuracy:

1. Identify the Main Idea

The first step in summary writing is to identify the central theme or
argument of the text. This involves reading the material carefully and noting
down the thesis statement or primary argument.

2. Highlight Key Points

Once the main idea is established, the next step is to highlight supporting
details and key points that bolster the main argument. This might include:

— Significant facts

- Important statistics
- Critical examples

3. Use Your Own Words

A summary should reflect your understanding of the material. Paraphrasing the
original text in your own words is crucial to avoid plagiarism and
demonstrate comprehension.

4. Be Concise

A summary should be significantly shorter than the original text. Aim to
condense the information into a few paragraphs, focusing only on the
essential points.

5. Maintain the Original Tone



While the language may differ, the tone and intent of the original text
should be preserved. This ensures that the summary accurately represents the
author’s viewpoint.

Example of Summary Writing

To illustrate effective summary writing, consider the following example based
on a fictitious research article titled The Impact of Remote Work on Employee
Productivity.

Original Text Excerpt:

"In recent years, the rise of remote work has transformed traditional
workplace dynamics. Studies indicate that employees who work from home often
report increased productivity levels, largely due to fewer distractions and a
more flexible schedule. However, challenges such as feelings of isolation and
difficulties in communication can hinder performance. Organizations must find
a balance between the benefits of remote work and the potential drawbacks to
maintain employee satisfaction and efficiency."

Summary:

Recent research highlights the transformative effects of remote work on
employee productivity. While many employees report enhanced productivity due
to reduced distractions and flexible schedules, challenges like isolation and
communication issues can negatively impact performance. To optimize employee

satisfaction and efficiency, organizations must navigate the advantages and
disadvantages of remote work.

Practical Tips for Writing Summaries

Creating an effective summary requires practice and attention to detail. Here
are some practical tips to enhance your summary writing skills:

1. Read Actively

Engage with the text by asking questions, making annotations, and noting down
significant points. Active reading helps in understanding and retaining
information.

2. Take Notes

While reading, jot down key ideas, phrases, and terms relevant to the main
theme. Organizing these notes will facilitate the summary writing process.

3. Draft and Revise

Write a rough draft of your summary based on your notes. After drafting,



revise for clarity, coherence, and conciseness. Ensure that the summary
captures the essence of the original text.

4. Seek Feedback

Sharing your summary with peers or mentors can provide valuable insights.
Constructive criticism can help you identify areas for improvement.

5. Practice Regularly

Regular practice is essential for mastering summary writing. Consider
summarizing articles, books, or lectures to sharpen your skills.

Common Mistakes in Summary Writing

Even experienced writers can fall prey to common pitfalls in summary writing.
Being aware of these mistakes can help you avoid them:

1. Including Personal Opinions

A summary should remain objective and refrain from incorporating personal
views or interpretations. Stick to the facts presented in the original text.

2. Over-Summarizing

While brevity is important, oversimplifying the content can lead to a loss of
essential information. Strive for a balance between conciseness and
comprehensiveness.

3. Ignoring Structure

A well-organized summary enhances readability. Use paragraphs to separate
different ideas and maintain a logical flow.

Conclusion

In conclusion, mastering the art of summary writing is a valuable skill that
can benefit individuals in various contexts. By understanding the key
elements of effective summaries and practicing regularly, anyone can enhance
their ability to communicate complex ideas succinctly. Whether in academia,
the workplace, or everyday life, the ability to summarize effectively will
empower you to convey information clearly and efficiently. With the right
approach and techniques, anyone can become proficient in summary writing,
making it an indispensable tool in their communication arsenal.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is a summary writing example?

A summary writing example is a condensed version of a longer text that
captures its main ideas and essential details in a brief format.

How long should a summary be?

A summary typically ranges from one paragraph to a few paragraphs, depending
on the length of the original text; it should be brief yet comprehensive.

What are the key components of a summary?

Key components of a summary include the main idea, supporting points, and a
conclusion that reflects the overall message of the original text.

Can you provide a summary writing example for a book?

Sure! For 'To Kill a Mockingbird', a summary might state: 'The novel follows
young Scout Finch in the racially charged South as her father, Atticus,
defends a Black man accused of raping a white woman, highlighting themes of
racial injustice and moral growth.'

What is the difference between a summary and a
paraphrase?

A summary condenses the original text to its main points, while a paraphrase
rewrites the text in one's own words without necessarily condensing it.

What are common mistakes to avoid in summary writing?

Common mistakes include including personal opinions, excessive detail, or
failing to capture the main idea of the original text.

What is an effective strategy for writing a summary?

An effective strategy is to read the original text carefully, highlight key
points, and then write the summary in your own words while maintaining the
original meaning.

How can summary writing be useful in academic
settings?
Summary writing helps students distill complex information, improve

comprehension, and prepare for discussions or exams by focusing on essential
content.

Find other PDF article:
https://soc.up.edu.ph/33-gist/files?dataid=AfX41-3911 &title=interventions-for-reading-problems-sec
ond-edition-edward-j-daly.pdf



https://soc.up.edu.ph/33-gist/files?dataid=AfX41-3911&title=interventions-for-reading-problems-second-edition-edward-j-daly.pdf
https://soc.up.edu.ph/33-gist/files?dataid=AfX41-3911&title=interventions-for-reading-problems-second-edition-edward-j-daly.pdf

Example Of A Summary Writing

example. com[000000 0000
Aug 13, 2024 - J0000example.comJ000000000000000000000CCCCO00O0QQONN163000000000000
Dexample.com[JJ000000 030 ...

@example.com B
O@example.com[II0000000000000000000C0OCO000000000000“example” IO00000000C0OCO0000 0000
Qoodooaon -

J000@example.com(J] - 0000
Oct 10, 2024 - [J00 O0@example.com{J00000000 1. OOO00000example.com{JO000000 2. OO0O00000°0
00000000000 3. 00 -

(00“someone@ example.com” 00000000000
example (I000000000000001630yahoou,sina,qq0 000000000 00000000000000 0O0000000000000000
00 00000000 -

example.com |
example (00000000, 00000000Cexamplefjf0exampleJ00000 “00 myname@example.com{0000000C0C0CC
0o00oC” ooooa -

[GA4] Create custom metrics - Analytics Help
For example, you can select an event in the Event count by Event name card in the Realtime report.
Make sure you're an editor or administrator. Instructions In Admin, under Data display, ...

émail@example.com is the same as email@example.com? - Gmail ...
émail@example.com is the same as email@example.com? - Gmail Community Help Center
Community New to integrated Gmail Gmail ©2025 Google Privacy Policy Terms of Service ...

Create a Gmail account - Google Help
Create an account Tip: To use Gmail for your business, a Google Workspace account might be better

for you than a personal Google Account. With Google Workspace, you get increased ...

someone@example[[I000000000? - 0O00
example[JI000000000000001 630yahoou,sina,qq(il 0000 0—00000000CO0O0O0CO0O0OCCO0O0O0CCO

Verify your site ownership - Search Console Help
Verify site ownership Either add a new property or choose an unverified property from your property
selector. Choose one of the verification methods listed below and follow the ...

example. comJ000000_0000
Aug 13, 2024 - JJ000example.com00000000000000000000000000000QQONO163000000000000
Hexample.com{JJ000000 030 ...

@example.com[J]000000_0000
O@example.comJ00000000000000000000000C0000C00000000“example”0000000000000000000 0O0O
0oooooooag ..



https://soc.up.edu.ph/21-brief/Book?title=example-of-a-summary-writing.pdf&trackid=bdB26-6184

J000@example.com{]]] - (000
Oct 10, 2024 - (00 O0@example.comJI00000000 1. O0000000example.com0000000 2. 0000000“00"0
00000000000 3. 00 -

(00“someone@ example.com” 00000000000
example J000000000000C001630yahoou,sina,qq0 000000000 0OOCOO000COCOO DOO0O0DOCOO000C00O
00 00000000 -

example.com[0000_0000
example (00000000, 000000000example]d0example00000 “00 myname@example.comJ00000000000
000000” 0oooa -

[GA4] Create custom metrics - Analytics Help
For example, you can select an event in the Event count by Event name card in the Realtime report.
Make sure you're an editor or administrator. Instructions In Admin, under Data display, ...

émail@example.com is the same as email@example.com?
émail@example.com is the same as email@example.com? - Gmail Community Help Center
Community New to integrated Gmail Gmail ©2025 Google Privacy Policy Terms of Service ...

Create a Gmail account - Google Help
Create an account Tip: To use Gmail for your business, a Google Workspace account might be better

for you than a personal Google Account. With Google Workspace, you get increased ...

someone@example[[I000000000? - 0O0O
example[J000000000000001 630yahoou,sina,qq(il 0000 0—00000000CO0O0O0COOOCOCCO0O0O0CCO

Verify your site ownership - Search Console Help
Verify site ownership Either add a new property or choose an unverified property from your property
selector. Choose one of the verification methods listed below and follow the ...

Discover an effective example of a summary writing

Back to Home


https://soc.up.edu.ph

