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Falling Slowly Glen Hansard Chords are an essential part of the repertoire
for many aspiring musicians and seasoned guitar players alike. This poignant
song, which features in the 2007 film "Once," is lauded for its simplicity
and emotional depth. Written and performed by Glen Hansard and Markéta
Irglova, "Falling Slowly" won the Academy Award for Best Original Song, and
it has since become a favorite among audiences and musicians around the
world. In this article, we will explore the chords used in the song, provide
a detailed breakdown of how to play it, and discuss its significance as well

as some tips for mastering the piece.



Understanding the Basics of "Falling Slowly"

"Falling Slowly" is primarily built around a simple chord progression, making
it accessible to beginners while still offering enough depth for more
experienced players. Before diving into the chords, it’s essential to
understand the song’s structure and feel.

Song Structure

The song follows a straightforward verse-chorus format. The following is the
general structure:

1. Intro
2. Verse 1
3. Chorus
4., Verse 2
5. Chorus
6. Bridge
7. Chorus
8. Outro

Each section has a distinct emotional quality, which can be enhanced by the
way you play the chords.

Chords Used in the Song

The song is typically played in the key of C major and employs a blend of
major and minor chords. Here are the primary chords used throughout:

- C
-G
- Am
- Em
- F

Chord Diagrams

For those unfamiliar with chord diagrams, here’s a quick reference:



How to Play "Falling Slowly"

Now that we’ve covered the chords, let’s delve into how to play "Falling
Slowly." This section will include the chord progression for each part of the
song, along with some tips for playing them effectively.

Intro

The intro is played softly, setting the emotional tone for the song. The
progression is:

-C-G - Am - Em

Repeat this progression twice to maintain the intro's delicate nature.



Verse 1

The first verse follows the same chord progression as the intro:
-C-G- Am - Em

You can strum softly to reflect the introspective lyrics. Pay attention to
the dynamics, allowing the vocals to shine through.

Chorus

The chorus introduces a slight change, adding depth to the song:

- F-C-6G - Anm
-F-C-G - Em

The transition to F can be tricky for beginners, so practice moving between
these chords slowly to ensure smooth changes.

Verse 2

The second verse mirrors the first, using the same progression:
-C-G- Am - Em

Again, maintain the soft strumming pattern to keep the mood consistent.

Bridge

The bridge introduces a slight variation, providing a moment of reflection:

- Am-G-C-F
- Am-G-C-F

This section is often played with a little more intensity, allowing the
emotional weight of the lyrics to resonate.

Outro

The outro returns to a simplified version of the intro, reinforcing the
song's themes:

-C-G - Am - Em



Repeat the outro progression to close the piece gently, much like how it
began.

Techniques for Mastering "Falling Slowly"

While the chords are relatively simple, mastering the nuances of "Falling
Slowly" involves attention to detail. Here are some techniques to help you
get the most out of your performance.

Strumming Patterns

The strumming pattern can greatly influence the song's mood. Here are a
couple of patterns that work well:

1. Basic Down-Up Pattern:
Down, down-up, up-down-up

2. Syncopated Pattern:
Down, down-up, down, up-down-up

Experiment with both patterns to see which one suits your style.

Dynamics and Emotion

- Soft vs. Loud: Pay attention to the dynamics throughout the song. Start
softly and build up during the chorus and bridge.

- Pause for Effect: Use pauses effectively, especially before the chorus, to
create tension and anticipation.

Vocal Techniques

If you're singing while playing, consider these tips:
- Breath Control: Practice breathing exercises to ensure you can sustain
notes without running out of breath.

- Emotional Delivery: Convey the song's emotional depth through your vocal
dynamics, emphasizing certain phrases for impact.

The Significance of "Falling Slowly"

"Falling Slowly" resonates with listeners for several reasons. Its themes of



love, vulnerability, and connection speak to universal human experiences,
making it relatable across cultures. The song’s simple yet profound lyrics
encourage introspection and reflection, allowing listeners to connect with
their emotions.

Cultural Impact

- Film Association: As part of the film "Once," the song encapsulates the
story's central themes of love and longing, enhancing its emotional weight.
- Awards and Recognition: Winning an Academy Award solidified its place in
musical history, allowing it to reach a wider audience.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Falling Slowly Glen Hansard Chords are not only accessible but
also rich with emotional depth. Whether you are a beginner or an experienced
musician, playing this song can be a fulfilling experience. By mastering the
chords, dynamics, and emotional delivery, you can truly bring this beautiful
piece to life. So, pick up your guitar, practice these chords, and let the
music guide you as you explore the moving landscape of "Falling Slowly."

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic chords used in 'Falling Slowly'
by Glen Hansard?
The basic chords for 'Falling Slowly' are G, Em, C, and D.

Is 'Falling Slowly' suitable for beginners to play
on guitar?

Yes, 'Falling Slowly' is suitable for beginners as it uses simple chords and
a straightforward strumming pattern.

Can I find the sheet music for 'Falling Slowly’
online?

Yes, sheet music for 'Falling Slowly' can be found on various music websites,
including Ultimate Guitar and MusicNotes.

What is the key signature of 'Falling Slowly'?
'Falling Slowly' is primarily in the key of G major.



Are there any popular fingerstyle arrangements for
'Falling Slowly'?

Yes, many guitarists have created fingerstyle arrangements for 'Falling
Slowly,' which can be found on YouTube and guitar tabs websites.

What is the tempo of 'Falling Slowly'?

The tempo of 'Falling Slowly' is around 70 BPM, giving it a slow and
reflective feel.

Where can I find a tutorial for playing 'Falling
Slowly' on guitar?

You can find video tutorials on platforms like YouTube, where many musicians
provide step-by-step guides to playing 'Falling Slowly.'
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