Examples Of Norm Referenced Assessment

Two Types of Standardized Tests

m Norm-Referenced m Criterion Referenced

Tests (NRT's) Tests (CRT's)
m Defined: m Defined:
= Performance compared to others ® comparing student’s performance
who took the test or with some with predefined performance
other group of students standards
= Relative grading s Absolute grading
m ascertains the rank of students ® A student’s score is not influenced
{percentiles out of 100% for by other's scores;
example)
m Examples:
= Examples: = The NAEP
s The SAT Test s The ACT Tests
= The GRE » The Smarter Balanced Assessment
= Wechsler Intelligence Scale Test (SBAT)

= IQ Tests

Examples of norm referenced assessment are essential in educational settings
as they provide a framework for evaluating student performance in relation to
the performance of a defined group. Norm-referenced assessments are designed
to compare an individual's score against the scores of a normative group,
which typically consists of a large, representative sample. This article will
explore various examples of norm-referenced assessments, their applications,
advantages, and limitations.

Understanding Norm-Referenced Assessment

Norm-referenced assessments are standardized tests that measure an
individual's performance against a group. These assessments are not focused
on whether a student meets a certain level of proficiency but rather how
their performance compares to others. The following characteristics define
norm-referenced assessments:

e Comparison: Scores are interpreted in relation to a normative group.

e Standardization: Tests are administered and scored in a consistent
manner.

e Ranking: Results are often reported as percentiles, standard scores, or
grade equivalents.



The primary purpose of norm-referenced assessments is to identify students’
relative standing within a larger group, making them valuable for various
educational and psychological evaluations.

Types of Norm-Referenced Assessments

Norm-referenced assessments can be classified into several types based on
their purpose and the context in which they are used. Some common examples
include:

1. Standardized Achievement Tests

Standardized achievement tests are designed to measure students’ knowledge
and skills in specific subject areas. They often provide a snapshot of
student performance relative to peers. Examples include:

- Stanford Achievement Test (SAT): This test assesses knowledge in subjects
like reading, mathematics, and language arts. Scores are available in
percentiles to show how a student performed compared to a national sample.

- Woodcock-Johnson Tests of Achievement: This comprehensive battery assesses
academic skills and offers norm-referenced scores across various subjects,
including reading, math, and written language.

2. Intelligence Tests

Intelligence tests are another prominent example of norm-referenced
assessments. These tests evaluate cognitive abilities compared to a normative
sample. Examples include:

- Wechsler Adult Intelligence Scale (WAIS): This test measures cognitive
functioning in adults and reports scores in terms of IQ, with an average
score of 100.

- Stanford-Binet Intelligence Scales: This test is widely used for children

and measures various cognitive abilities, providing a profile of strengths
and weaknesses.

3. College Entrance Exams

College entrance exams are norm-referenced assessments designed to evaluate
readiness for college-level work. These tests provide an important comparison



for college admissions. Examples include:

- SAT (Scholastic Assessment Test): The SAT is a standardized test used for
college admissions in the United States, assessing skills in reading,
writing, and mathematics.

- ACT (American College Testing): The ACT is another widely accepted college
entrance exam that evaluates English, mathematics, reading, and science
reasoning.

4. Norm-Referenced Reading Assessments

Reading assessments can also be norm-referenced, providing insights into a
student’s reading abilities relative to peers. Examples include:

- Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills (DIBELS): This assessment
measures early literacy skills and provides results in terms of percentiles,
allowing teachers to identify students who may need additional support.

- Gray Oral Reading Tests (GORT): This test assesses reading fluency and
comprehension, reporting scores based on a normative sample for age and grade
level.

Applications of Norm-Referenced Assessment

Norm-referenced assessments have several applications in educational
settings:

1. Identifying Student Needs

These assessments can help educators identify students who may be struggling
or excelling. For instance, students scoring below the 25th percentile may
need interventions, while those above the 75th percentile may be considered
for advanced programs.

2. Informing Instruction

Teachers can use norm-referenced assessment data to tailor their instruction.
Understanding where students stand in relation to their peers can guide
curriculum adjustments and instructional strategies.



3. Evaluating Programs

Schools and districts can utilize norm-referenced assessments to evaluate the
effectiveness of educational programs. By analyzing aggregate data,
administrators can determine if certain interventions or curricula are
yielding positive results.

Advantages of Norm-Referenced Assessment

Norm-referenced assessments offer several advantages, including:
e Comparative Insight: They provide a clear understanding of how a student
performs relative to their peers.

e Standardization: The standardized nature of these assessments ensures
reliability and validity in measuring student performance.

e Identification of Trends: Aggregate data can reveal trends in student
achievement across different demographics and time periods.

Limitations of Norm-Referenced Assessment

Despite their advantages, norm-referenced assessments also have limitations
that educators should consider:

e Focus on Comparison: They may emphasize competition and ranking over
individual growth, which can demotivate some students.

e Limited Scope: These assessments often do not measure all aspects of a
student’s abilities, such as creativity or problem-solving skills.

e Cultural Bias: Some tests may reflect cultural biases, which can
disadvantage students from diverse backgrounds.

Conclusion

Examples of norm referenced assessment play a crucial role in the educational
landscape by providing a means to compare student performance against a



normative group. From standardized achievement tests and intelligence tests
to college entrance exams, these assessments are integral in identifying
student needs, informing instruction, and evaluating educational programs.
While norm-referenced assessments have their advantages, it is essential for
educators to be aware of their limitations and consider a balanced approach
that incorporates various assessment types to support student learning
effectively. As the educational landscape continues to evolve, so too must
our understanding and application of these assessments to meet the diverse
needs of all learners.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a norm-referenced assessment?

A norm-referenced assessment is a type of evaluation that compares an
individual's performance to the performance of a group, often referred to as
the 'norm group'.

Can you provide an example of a norm-referenced
test?

The SAT (Scholastic Assessment Test) is a common example of a norm-referenced
test used for college admissions in the United States.

What is the primary purpose of norm-referenced
assessments?

The primary purpose is to rank test-takers and determine how an individual's
performance compares to others, rather than measuring absolute performance.

How are norm-referenced assessments used in
educational settings?

They are used to identify students' relative strengths and weaknesses, guide
curriculum decisions, and inform placement in academic programs.

What are some limitations of norm-referenced
assessments?

Limitations include potential bias, the focus on comparison rather than
mastery of content, and the risk of discouraging students who perform below
the norm.

How do norm-referenced assessments differ from
criterion-referenced assessments?

Norm-referenced assessments compare individuals to a group, while criterion-



referenced assessments measure performance against a fixed set of criteria or
learning standards.
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