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In a common law system, cases play a vital role in interpeeting starutes, building
arguments, organizing analyses, and conveying points of view. Legal research often
beging. with statutes or regulations, the primary Law pasesd by the legislanare or regulatory
agency in the relevant jurisdiction. Cases, in tum, interpret thide datutes and regulations,
Cases may be the sole source of the law when the doctrine is strictly a common Law
doctrine. Even when law is based on a statute, cases interpreting the tenms and intent of
the statute are invaluable tools for legal writers.

Some methods for using cases, discussed in detall below, inclode:

Cases as pure common law analysis. Use this approach when there is no stansory Law.
The doctring being researched exisas only in case law and has been developed through
share decisis, the method that rl.-|.||=in~\.- that like cases be treated in like manner, Pure
common law analyiis 5 now rare; there are very lew comman law docerines left bacauar
miet Liw has been codified, Nevertheless, the idea al Comparing currenl cakes 0 pasl
cases il works in jndrql-lrling datules

Cases interpreting statutes. Once a statute has codified common law, cases focus on
those statustes. You may have to investigate cases interpreting statutes after the statute has
either codified or rejected previoas common Law. If the stanute has codified common Law,
then cases existing before the codification are good law and useful in interpeeting the
statate. If the statute has partlally or whally rejected common law, then previous cases
may be uieful in determining wihy the statute states the law as it does, but you may focus
moee an the cases following the statute. Cases may be useful not as literal interpretations
ol a doctrine, but rather as indicators of how courts interpeet the Law, I, for example, you
want 6 build an argument albsoeat u'l.ing plain meaning in i:|1|:r'rpn'|.i|:|;r;L stalutes, you may
Lonk af how Else court has i.r|.1ﬂ'peﬂh:| a number of Satutes, oot just the statute in quwir.m.

Example of Legal Analysis

Legal analysis is a critical component of the practice of law that involves dissecting legal
issues, interpreting statutes, and applying legal principles to specific facts. It is a systematic
approach that lawyers, judges, and legal scholars use to make informed decisions, draft
documents, or formulate legal arguments. This article aims to provide a comprehensive
overview of legal analysis through an example, illustrating its essential components,
methodologies, and the importance of clarity and precision in legal reasoning.

Understanding Legal Analysis

Legal analysis is not merely about the application of law; it is a nuanced process that
requires a deep understanding of legal principles, case law, statutes, and regulations. To
carry out effective legal analysis, one must follow a structured approach, which typically
includes the following steps:

1. Identifying the Legal Issue: Recognizing the specific legal question that needs to be
addressed.

2. Researching Relevant Law: Gathering applicable statutes, regulations, and case law that
pertain to the issue.



3. Applying the Law to the Facts: Analyzing how the law interacts with the specific facts of a
case.

4. Drawing Conclusions: Making informed recommendations or decisions based on the
analysis.

An Example of Legal Analysis

To illustrate the process of legal analysis, let us consider a hypothetical situation involving a
breach of contract case.

Scenario: A software development company, TechSolutions, entered into a contract with a

client, GreenFields Corp., to create a custom software application. The contract stipulated

that TechSolutions would deliver the final product within six months. However, after seven
months, TechSolutions has yet to deliver the software, claiming unforeseen circumstances
hindered their progress. GreenFields Corp. is considering suing TechSolutions for breach of
contract.

Step 1: Identifying the Legal Issue

The first step in legal analysis is to identify the specific legal issue. In this scenario, the
primary issue is whether TechSolutions is liable for breach of contract due to their failure to
deliver the software within the agreed timeframe.

Step 2: Researching Relevant Law

Next, we need to research the relevant laws that govern contracts. Key legal principles
include:

- Elements of a Contract: For a contract to be enforceable, it must have an offer,
acceptance, consideration, and mutual intent to enter into the agreement.

- Breach of Contract: A breach occurs when one party fails to perform their obligations
under the contract.

- Defenses to Breach: The breaching party may assert defenses, such as impossibility of
performance or frustration of purpose, which may absolve them of liability.

In this case, we will examine the contract laws applicable in the jurisdiction where the
contract was formed, focusing on case law that clarifies what constitutes a breach and the
common defenses available.

Step 3: Applying the Law to the Facts

With the relevant legal principles in mind, we can apply the law to the facts of the case:



1. Existence of a Contract: The contract between TechSolutions and GreenFields Corp. is
valid since it includes all necessary elements (offer, acceptance, consideration).

2. Failure to Perform: TechSolutions did not deliver the software within the six-month
timeframe established in the contract, indicating a potential breach.

3. Defenses: TechSolutions claims "unforeseen circumstances" as a reason for the delay.
The analysis must determine whether these circumstances qualify as a legitimate defense
under contract law.

To assess the validity of TechSolutions' claim, we can look at similar case law. For instance,
if a court has previously ruled that unforeseen circumstances must be extreme and not
merely inconvenient to constitute an acceptable defense, this precedent could be pivotal in
determining whether TechSolutions can escape liability.

Step 4: Drawing Conclusions

Based on the legal analysis, we can draw the following conclusions:

- Breach of Contract: TechSolutions is likely liable for breach of contract due to their failure
to deliver the software as promised.

- Potential Defenses: The success of TechSolutions' defense will depend on the nature of
the unforeseen circumstances. If they are deemed insufficient under legal standards,
GreenFields Corp. may have a strong case for damages.

The Importance of Clarity and Precision

Legal analysis requires clarity and precision. Ambiguity can lead to misinterpretation and
potentially unfavorable outcomes. Effective legal writing should:

- Use Clear Language: Avoid jargon and overly complex terminology. The analysis should be
understandable to clients and other stakeholders.

- Be Well-Organized: Present arguments in a logical order. Use headings, bullet points, and
numbered lists to improve readability.

- Support Arguments with Authority: Cite relevant case law, statutes, and legal precedents
to bolster the analysis and provide a foundation for conclusions.

Common Pitfalls in Legal Analysis

While performing legal analysis, practitioners must be aware of common pitfalls that can
undermine the process:

1. Overlooking Key Facts: Failing to consider all relevant facts can lead to incomplete or
incorrect conclusions.

2. Ignoring Precedent: Not researching or applying relevant case law may weaken an
argument.

3. Overgeneralizing: Drawing broad conclusions from limited evidence can lead to faulty



reasoning.
4. Neglecting Counterarguments: Failing to address potential counterarguments can leave
an analysis one-sided and vulnerable.

Conclusion

Legal analysis is an indispensable skill for anyone involved in the legal profession. Through
a structured approach—identifying the issue, researching relevant law, applying the law to
the facts, and drawing conclusions—practitioners can navigate complex legal landscapes
effectively. By using clear language, maintaining organization, and avoiding common
pitfalls, legal professionals can deliver robust analyses that inform decisions, protect
clients' interests, and uphold the rule of law.

In summary, understanding the intricacies of legal analysis not only enhances a lawyer's
ability to advocate effectively but also furthers the pursuit of justice in society. As
demonstrated through the example of the breach of contract scenario, meticulous legal
analysis can significantly impact the outcomes of legal disputes, highlighting the enduring
importance of this foundational skill in the legal field.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is legal analysis?

Legal analysis is the process of applying legal principles to a set of facts in order to
determine the legal implications and potential outcomes of a case.

What are the steps involved in conducting legal
analysis?

The steps typically include identifying the legal issue, researching relevant laws and
precedents, applying the law to the facts, and drawing conclusions or making
recommendations.

Can you provide an example of legal analysis in a court
case?

In a breach of contract case, legal analysis might involve reviewing the contract terms,
determining whether a breach occurred, and assessing damages based on applicable
contract law.

What role does case law play in legal analysis?

Case law provides precedents that can guide legal analysis by illustrating how courts have
interpreted and applied laws in similar situations.



How does statutory interpretation factor into legal
analysis?

Statutory interpretation involves analyzing the language of a statute to ascertain its
meaning and intent, which is crucial for applying the law accurately in legal analysis.

What is the significance of legal reasoning in legal
analysis?

Legal reasoning is essential for constructing logical arguments and justifying conclusions
based on statutes, case law, and legal principles during legal analysis.

How can legal analysis impact a client's case outcome?

Thorough legal analysis can uncover critical arguments, identify weaknesses in the
opposing party's position, and inform strategic decisions, ultimately affecting the case's
outcome.

What tools or resources are commonly used for legal
analysis?

Common tools include legal databases (like Westlaw or LexisNexis), law journals, legal
textbooks, and online resources that provide access to statutes, case law, and legal
commentary.

How do lawyers communicate legal analysis to clients?

Lawyers typically communicate legal analysis through written memos, reports, and during
consultations, explaining the legal implications and advising on potential actions.
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