
Examples Of Good Legal Writing

Examples of good legal writing are essential for effective communication
within the legal profession. Legal writing is not merely a matter of putting
words on paper; it requires clarity, precision, and professionalism. Whether
drafting contracts, court pleadings, memos, or opinions, good legal writing
distinguishes competent attorneys from those who may lack the necessary
skills. This article will explore the characteristics of good legal writing,
provide examples, and offer practical tips for crafting clear and persuasive
legal documents.

Characteristics of Good Legal Writing

Good legal writing embodies several characteristics that enhance its
effectiveness:



1. Clarity

Clarity is the cornerstone of good legal writing. Legal documents should be
understandable to both legal professionals and laypersons. Clear writing
avoids jargon and convoluted sentences, ensuring that the reader comprehends
the message without confusion.

Use of Plain Language: Avoid complex legalese. For example, instead of saying
"hereinabove," simply say "above."
Straightforward Sentences: Break long sentences into shorter ones to convey
ideas more clearly.

2. Conciseness

Conciseness involves expressing ideas succinctly without unnecessary words or
repetition. Legal writing should be direct and to the point.

Eliminate Redundancies: Phrases like "each and every" can often be reduced to
just "each" or "every."
Avoid Filler Words: Words such as "very" and "really" often add little value
and can be omitted.

3. Organization

A well-organized document guides the reader through the argument or
information presented. Good legal writing has a logical structure and flow.

Use Headings and Subheadings: These help to break up text and allow readers
to easily navigate through sections.
Numbered Lists: When presenting multiple points, using a numbered list can
enhance readability.

4. Persuasiveness

Persuasiveness is a vital element in legal writing, especially in arguments
presented in briefs or motions. The writer must craft arguments that are
compelling and backed by sound reasoning.

Strong Opening Statements: Begin with a clear thesis or argument.
Use of Authority: Cite relevant cases, statutes, or regulations to bolster
arguments.



5. Attention to Detail

Legal writing demands meticulous attention to detail. This includes correct
grammar, punctuation, and citation formats.

Proofreading: Always review documents for typographical and grammatical
errors.
Correct Citations: Adhere to citation styles such as Bluebook or ALWD to
ensure proper referencing of legal authorities.

Examples of Good Legal Writing

To illustrate the principles outlined above, here are examples of good legal
writing across different types of legal documents.

1. Legal Memoranda

A legal memorandum is a document that outlines the legal analysis of a
specific issue. A well-written memo should present facts, issues, analysis,
and conclusions in a clear and organized manner.

Example of Clear Statement of Facts:
"On June 1, 2023, John Doe entered into a contract with ABC Corporation to
provide consulting services. The contract stipulated that services would
commence on July 1, 2023, and continue for one year."

Example of a Concise Conclusion:
"Based on the analysis above, it is clear that ABC Corporation breached the
contract by failing to provide payment by the agreed deadline. Therefore,
John Doe is entitled to seek damages."

2. Contracts

Contracts are essential legal documents that outline the terms of an
agreement between parties. Good contract writing is clear, precise, and
unambiguous.

Example of Clear Language in a Contract:
"The Seller agrees to deliver 100 widgets to the Buyer on or before July 15,
2023. The Buyer shall pay $1,000 upon delivery."

Example of a Well-Organized Contract Clause:
Section 4: Termination
4.1 The Buyer may terminate this agreement under the following conditions:



a. Failure of the Seller to deliver goods as specified.
b. Insolvency of the Seller.

3. Legal Briefs

Legal briefs are documents submitted to a court that present arguments and
legal authority in support of a party's position. Effective briefs are
persuasive and well-structured.

Example of a Strong Opening Argument:
"This Court should reverse the lower court's decision because the evidence
clearly demonstrates that the defendant acted within the bounds of the law,
as established in Smith v. Jones, 123 F.3d 456 (9th Cir. 2020)."

Example of a Well-Cited Argument:
"As the Supreme Court noted in Marbury v. Madison, 5 U.S. (1 Cranch) 137
(1803), 'It is emphatically the province and duty of the judicial department
to say what the law is.' This principle underpins the argument that..."

Tips for Improving Legal Writing

Improving legal writing is an ongoing process that requires practice and
dedication. Here are some practical tips to enhance your writing skills:

1. Read Widely

Reading well-written legal documents, opinions, and articles can provide
insights into effective writing styles and techniques. Focus on how
experienced attorneys structure their arguments and communicate complex
ideas.

2. Practice Writing Regularly

The more you write, the better you will become. Drafting various legal
documents will help solidify your understanding of legal terminology and
improve your overall writing style.

3. Seek Feedback

Don’t hesitate to ask colleagues or mentors to review your writing.
Constructive criticism can help you identify areas for improvement and refine



your skills.

4. Utilize Writing Resources

There are numerous resources available to help improve legal writing,
including style guides, legal writing courses, and online tools. Consider
investing time in these resources to enhance your writing proficiency.

Conclusion

In conclusion, good legal writing is a critical skill that every legal
professional must develop. By focusing on clarity, conciseness, organization,
persuasiveness, and attention to detail, attorneys can create effective legal
documents that communicate their points effectively. Through the examples
provided and practical tips for improvement, legal practitioners can hone
their writing skills, ultimately benefiting their clients and enhancing their
careers.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some characteristics of good legal writing?
Good legal writing is clear, concise, and well-structured. It uses precise
language, avoids jargon when possible, and presents arguments logically.
Additionally, it should be tailored to the audience, whether they are legal
professionals, clients, or judges.

Can you provide an example of effective legal
writing in a brief?
An effective legal brief typically starts with a strong introduction that
outlines the main argument. It includes clearly labeled sections, uses bullet
points for clarity, and cites relevant case law or statutes. For instance, a
brief could succinctly summarize the facts, state the legal issue, and then
present a compelling argument supported by precedent.

What role does audience awareness play in legal
writing?
Audience awareness is crucial in legal writing as it determines the tone,
complexity, and style of the document. Writing for a judge may require a more
formal tone and legal jargon, whereas writing for a client should prioritize
clarity and accessibility to ensure understanding.



How can legal writers improve their writing skills?
Legal writers can improve their skills by reading well-written legal
documents, practicing writing regularly, seeking feedback from peers or
mentors, and studying legal writing guides. Workshops and courses focused on
legal writing can also provide valuable insights and techniques.

What are common pitfalls to avoid in legal writing?
Common pitfalls in legal writing include excessive use of jargon, overly
complex sentences, and a lack of organization. Writers should also avoid
redundancy and ensure that each sentence contributes to the overall argument.
Proofreading for errors and clarity is essential to enhance professionalism.
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EXAMPLE Definition & Meaning - Merriam-Webster
instance, case, illustration, example, sample, specimen mean something that exhibits distinguishing
characteristics in its category. instance applies to any individual person, act, or …

453 Synonyms & Antonyms for EXAMPLE | Thesaurus.com
For example, Kelly and Jack later revealed that one plot line involving a dog therapist was set up for
the show. Canada, for example, now advises no more than two drinks per week to …

Examples - Free Interactive Resources
Explore Examples.com for comprehensive guides, lessons & interactive resources in subjects like
English, Maths, Science and more – perfect for teachers & students!

EXAMPLE | English meaning - Cambridge Dictionary
EXAMPLE definition: 1. something that is typical of the group of things that it is a member of: 2. a
way of helping…. Learn more.

Example Definition & Meaning | Britannica Dictionary
If you make an example of a person who has done something wrong, you punish that person as a way
of warning other people not to do the same thing. Although it was only his first offense, the …

examples - WordReference.com Dictionary of English
a pattern or model, as of something to be imitated or avoided: to set a good example. for instance:
The train I take is always late. For example, this morning it was a half an hour late. See -am-.

EXAMPLE definition in American English - Collins Online Dictionary
An example of something is a particular situation, object, or person that shows that what is being
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claimed is true. The doctors gave numerous examples of patients being expelled from the …

Dictionary.com | Meanings & Definitions of English Words
2 days ago · The world’s leading online dictionary: English definitions, synonyms, word origins,
example sentences, word games, and more. A trusted authority for 25+ years!

Examples - definition of Examples by The Free Dictionary
An example is a typically representative part that demonstrates the character of the whole: "Of the
despotism to which unrestrained military power leads we have plenty of examples from …

Example Definition & Meaning | YourDictionary
Example definition: One that is representative of a group as a whole.

EXAMPLE Definition & Meaning - Merriam-Webster
instance, case, illustration, example, sample, specimen mean something that exhibits distinguishing
characteristics …

453 Synonyms & Antonyms for EXAMPLE | Thesaurus.com
For example, Kelly and Jack later revealed that one plot line involving a dog therapist was set up for
the show. …

Examples - Free Interactive Resources
Explore Examples.com for comprehensive guides, lessons & interactive resources in subjects like
English, Maths, Science …

EXAMPLE | English meaning - Cambridge Dictionary
EXAMPLE definition: 1. something that is typical of the group of things that it is a member of: 2. a
way of helping…. Learn …

Example Definition & Meaning | Britannica Dictionary
If you make an example of a person who has done something wrong, you punish that person as a way
of warning other …

Explore our top examples of good legal writing that showcase clarity and precision. Discover how to
enhance your legal documents today!
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