
Engineering Economics Questions And
Solutions

Engineering economics questions and solutions are vital components in the field of
engineering that help professionals make informed financial decisions regarding projects
and investments. Engineering economics combines principles of economics with
engineering practices to evaluate the feasibility and profitability of projects. This article
will explore common engineering economics questions, provide solutions, and highlight
important concepts that every engineering professional should understand.

Understanding Engineering Economics

Engineering economics is the study of the economic aspects of engineering projects. It



involves assessing the cost-effectiveness of various engineering alternatives and making
decisions that maximize the value of investments. By understanding the principles of
engineering economics, engineers can contribute to the overall success of projects by
ensuring that resources are allocated efficiently.

Key Concepts in Engineering Economics

Before diving into specific questions and solutions, it is essential to understand some key
concepts in engineering economics:

Time Value of Money: This principle states that a dollar today is worth more than a
dollar in the future due to its potential earning capacity. This concept is crucial for
evaluating investment opportunities.

Present Worth (PW): The present worth is the current value of a future cash flow,
discounted at a specific interest rate. It helps in comparing different cash flows
occurring at different times.

Future Worth (FW): Future worth refers to the value of a current cash flow at a
specified point in the future, considering the interest rate.

Annual Equivalent Worth (AEW): AEW converts different cash flows into a
uniform annual cash flow, allowing for easier comparison of projects.

Rate of Return (ROR): This is a measure of the profitability of an investment,
expressed as a percentage of the initial investment.

Common Engineering Economics Questions

Engineers often encounter various questions related to project evaluation and investment
decisions. Below are some common engineering economics questions along with their
solutions.

1. What is the Present Worth of a Future Cash Flow?

Question: You are expecting to receive $10,000 in five years. If the interest rate is 6%,
what is the present worth of this cash flow?

Solution:
To find the present worth (PW), we can use the formula:

\[



PW = \frac{FV}{(1 + i)^n}
\]

where:
- \(FV\) = Future Value ($10,000)
- \(i\) = Interest Rate (6% or 0.06)
- \(n\) = Number of Years (5)

Plugging in the values:

\[
PW = \frac{10,000}{(1 + 0.06)^5} = \frac{10,000}{1.338225} \approx 7,462.69
\]

Thus, the present worth of $10,000 in five years at a 6% interest rate is approximately
$7,462.69.

2. How to Calculate the Future Worth of an Investment?

Question: If you invest $5,000 today at an interest rate of 8% for 10 years, what will be the
future worth?

Solution:
To calculate the future worth (FW), we use the formula:

\[
FW = PV \times (1 + i)^n
\]

where:
- \(PV\) = Present Value ($5,000)
- \(i\) = Interest Rate (8% or 0.08)
- \(n\) = Number of Years (10)

Plugging in the values:

\[
FW = 5,000 \times (1 + 0.08)^{10} = 5,000 \times 2.158924 = 10,794.62
\]

Therefore, the future worth of a $5,000 investment at 8% over 10 years is approximately
$10,794.62.

3. How to Determine the Annual Equivalent Worth of a
Project?

Question: A project requires an initial investment of $20,000, and it is expected to



generate cash flows of $5,000 annually for 5 years. If the interest rate is 7%, what is the
annual equivalent worth?

Solution:
First, we calculate the present worth (PW) of the cash flows, and then we convert it to
annual equivalent worth (AEW).

1. Calculate the present worth of cash flows:

Using the present worth of an annuity formula:

\[
PW = C \times \left(\frac{1 - (1 + i)^{-n}}{i}\right)
\]

where:
- \(C\) = Annual Cash Flow ($5,000)
- \(i\) = Interest Rate (7% or 0.07)
- \(n\) = Number of Years (5)

\[
PW = 5,000 \times \left(\frac{1 - (1 + 0.07)^{-5}}{0.07}\right) \approx 5,000 \times
4.1002 \approx 20,501
\]

2. Subtract the initial investment from the present worth:

\[
Net PW = PW - Initial Investment = 20,501 - 20,000 = 501
\]

3. Convert to Annual Equivalent Worth (AEW):

Using the formula:

\[
AEW = \frac{Net PW \times i}{1 - (1 + i)^{-n}}
\]

\[
AEW = \frac{501 \times 0.07}{1 - (1 + 0.07)^{-5}} \approx \frac{35.07}{0.325} \approx
108.70
\]

Thus, the annual equivalent worth of the project is approximately $108.70.

Conclusion

In conclusion, engineering economics questions and solutions are essential for



professionals in the field to make sound financial decisions. Understanding key concepts
such as the time value of money, present worth, future worth, annual equivalent worth,
and rate of return can significantly impact the success of engineering projects. By
mastering these concepts and practicing various questions, engineers can enhance their
decision-making capabilities and contribute to more efficient resource allocation in their
projects.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the importance of time value of money in
engineering economics?
The time value of money is crucial in engineering economics as it recognizes that a dollar
today is worth more than a dollar in the future due to its potential earning capacity. This
principle helps engineers and project managers evaluate investments, compare costs and
benefits, and make informed financial decisions.

How do you calculate the Net Present Value (NPV) of a
project?
The Net Present Value (NPV) is calculated by subtracting the initial investment from the
present value of cash inflows, which are discounted at a specific rate over the project's
life. The formula is NPV = Σ (Cash inflow / (1 + r)^t) - Initial Investment, where r is the
discount rate and t is the time period.

What are the differences between fixed costs and
variable costs in engineering projects?
Fixed costs remain constant regardless of production levels (e.g., rent, salaries), while
variable costs fluctuate with production output (e.g., materials, labor). Understanding
these costs helps engineers in budgeting and financial forecasting for projects.

What is the purpose of a break-even analysis in
engineering economics?
Break-even analysis determines the point at which total revenues equal total costs, helping
engineers understand the minimum output required to avoid losses. This analysis is
essential for pricing strategies and evaluating the feasibility of engineering projects.

How can engineers assess the economic feasibility of a
project?
Engineers can assess economic feasibility by conducting cost-benefit analyses, calculating
payback periods, evaluating NPV and Internal Rate of Return (IRR), and considering
qualitative factors such as market demand and potential risks.



What is the role of depreciation in engineering
economic analysis?
Depreciation is important in engineering economic analysis as it allocates the cost of
tangible assets over their useful life. It impacts cash flow, tax liabilities, and financial
reporting, allowing engineers to make better investment and maintenance decisions.

What factors should be considered when selecting a
discount rate for project evaluation?
When selecting a discount rate, factors to consider include the project's risk profile, the
opportunity cost of capital, inflation rates, and the expected rate of return on similar
investments. The chosen rate significantly affects the NPV and overall project assessment.
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