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Enneagram of Personality:
Origin, Symbol, and Types

Enneagram origin automatic writing is a fascinating intersection of
personality typology and spiritual exploration. The Enneagram, a nine-pointed
geometric figure, serves as a powerful tool for understanding human behavior
and personality traits. Automatic writing, on the other hand, is a practice
that taps into the subconscious mind, allowing thoughts and feelings to flow
freely onto the page without the interference of the conscious thought
process. In this article, we will delve into the origins of the Enneagram,
how automatic writing connects to it, and the implications of these practices
for personal and spiritual growth.

The Enneagram: A Brief Overview

The Enneagram is a model of personality that categorizes people into nine
distinct types, each with its own motivations, fears, and behavioral
patterns. The origins of the Enneagram are both ancient and modern, combining
elements of spiritual traditions, psychology, and contemporary self-help
methodologies.

Historical Roots

1. Ancient Traditions:

- The Enneagram is believed to have roots in ancient Babylonian and Greek
philosophy. Some scholars suggest that it may even trace back to the Sufi
spiritual practices of the Middle Ages, where the figure was used to describe
the process of personal transformation.

- George Gurdjieff, a mystic and spiritual teacher in the early 20th century,
introduced the Enneagram as a symbol that represented the process of human
transformation.



2. Modern Development:

- In the late 20th century, the Enneagram was popularized by figures like
Oscar Ichazo and Claudio Naranjo, who integrated psychological insights with
the spiritual dimensions of the Enneagram. This development led to a more
structured understanding of the nine types and how they interact with one
another.

Understanding Automatic Writing

Automatic writing is a technique often used in various spiritual and
psychological practices. It involves writing without conscious thought,
allowing the subconscious mind to express itself freely. This method can be a
powerful tool for self-discovery and insight.

Purpose and Benefits

- Self-Discovery: Automatic writing can help individuals uncover hidden
thoughts, feelings, and ideas that may not surface through traditional
writing methods.

- Therapeutic Release: It serves as a form of emotional release, allowing
individuals to process complex emotions and experiences.

- Spiritual Insights: Many practitioners believe that automatic writing can
facilitate communication with one's higher self or spiritual guides.

How to Practice Automatic Writing

1. Find a Quiet Space: Choose a comfortable, distraction-free environment
where you can focus on your thoughts.

2. Set an Intention: Before starting, set a clear intention for what you wish
to explore or understand through the writing process.

3. Get Comfortable: Sit down with a pen and paper or a digital device. Take a
few deep breaths to center yourself.

4. Begin Writing: Allow your hand to move freely, writing whatever comes to
mind. Don’t censor or judge your thoughts.

5. Review and Reflect: After a designated amount of time, stop writing and
read what you’ve produced. Look for themes, insights, or emotions that stand
out.

Connecting Enneagram and Automatic Writing

The integration of the Enneagram with automatic writing can yield profound
insights into one’s personality type and motivations. By understanding one’s
Enneagram type, individuals can approach automatic writing with a clearer



framework to explore their inner landscape.

Using Automatic Writing to Explore Enneagram Types

1. Identify Your Type: Start by determining your primary Enneagram type. You
can do this through online assessments or reading literature about the
Enneagram.

2. Set Specific Questions: Formulate questions related to your type, such as:
- What are my core fears as a Type 2 (The Helper)?

- How does my Type 5 (The Investigator) manifest in my relationships?

3. Engage in Automatic Writing: Write continuously for a set period, focusing
on your questions. Allow your subconscious to reveal insights related to your
Enneagram type.

4. Analyze Your Writing: After your session, read through your automatic
writing to identify key themes or surprising revelations that relate to your
personality type.

Insights Gained from the Process

- Enhanced Self-Awareness: Automatic writing can lead to greater awareness of
the motivations and fears that drive your behavior as defined by your
Enneagram type.

- Emotional Processing: Individuals may uncover repressed emotions or
unresolved issues related to their type, providing an opportunity for healing
and growth.

- Spiritual Growth: This practice can deepen your understanding of your
spiritual journey, as you explore how your Enneagram type influences your
spiritual practices and beliefs.

Practical Applications of Enneagram Origin
Automatic Writing

The combination of the Enneagram and automatic writing can be applied in
various settings, including personal development, therapy, and group
workshops.

In Personal Development

- Journaling: Incorporate automatic writing into your daily journaling
practice to explore your thoughts and feelings more deeply.

- Goal Setting: Use insights gained from automatic writing to set personal
and professional goals that align with your Enneagram type.



In Therapeutic Settings

- Therapist Guidance: Therapists trained in both the Enneagram and automatic
writing can guide clients through the process to facilitate deeper self-
exploration and healing.

- Group Therapy: Integrating these practices into group therapy can foster a
sense of community and shared understanding among participants.

In Workshops and Retreats

- Enneagram Workshops: Facilitators can design workshops that combine
Enneagram teachings with automatic writing exercises, helping participants
explore their types in a supportive environment.

- Spiritual Retreats: Integrating automatic writing into spiritual retreats
can enhance participants’ connection to their inner selves and their
Enneagram types.

Challenges and Considerations

While the integration of the Enneagram and automatic writing can be powerful,
it's essential to approach these practices with mindfulness.

Potential Challenges

- Resistance: Individuals may experience resistance when confronting
uncomfortable emotions or truths about their Enneagram type during the
writing process.

- Misinterpretation: Without proper guidance, one might misinterpret the
insights gained from automatic writing, leading to confusion or frustration.

Tips for Successful Practice

1. Be Patient: Allow time for insights to emerge. The process of self-
discovery is often non-linear and requires patience.

2. Seek Support: Consider working with a coach or therapist familiar with the
Enneagram and automatic writing to help navigate challenges.

3. Create a Safe Space: Ensure that your writing environment feels safe and
supportive, allowing you to express yourself freely without judgment.



Conclusion

The exploration of enneagram origin automatic writing represents a unique
opportunity for personal and spiritual growth. By combining the insights of
the Enneagram with the introspective practice of automatic writing,
individuals can uncover profound truths about themselves and facilitate their
journey toward self-awareness and transformation. Whether used in personal
development, therapeutic settings, or group workshops, this integrated
approach holds the potential to deepen our understanding of ourselves and our
relationships with others, paving the way for a more authentic and fulfilling
life.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the origin of the Enneagram as a personality
typing system?

The Enneagram has roots in ancient spiritual traditions, particularly in the
teachings of Gurdjieff in the early 20th century, but it was further
developed into a personality typing system in the 1970s by figures like
Claudio Naranjo.

How is automatic writing related to the development
of the Enneagram?

Automatic writing was used by some early Enneagram teachers as a method to
access deeper insights about the self and personality types, allowing for a
more intuitive understanding of the Enneagram's principles.

Can automatic writing enhance one's understanding of
their Enneagram type?

Yes, many individuals find that automatic writing can help them tap into
their subconscious thoughts and feelings, leading to greater self-awareness
and clarity about their Enneagram type.

What techniques are commonly used in automatic
writing to explore Enneagram types?

Techniques often include setting intentions, quieting the mind, and writing
freely without censoring thoughts, which can uncover hidden aspects of one's
personality related to their Enneagram type.

Are there specific Enneagram types that benefit more



from automatic writing?

While all types can benefit, types that struggle with self-reflection or
emotional expression, such as Type 4 or Type 9, may find automatic writing
particularly helpful for gaining insight.

How can one start using automatic writing to explore
their Enneagram type?

To start, find a quiet space, set a timer, and begin writing without
judgment. Focus on questions related to your Enneagram type, allowing
thoughts to flow freely onto the page.
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