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Understanding the "Sample Points Must Be
Unique" Error in MATLAB's interp1l Function

Error using matlabinternalmathinterp1 sample points must be unique is a common
issue encountered by users of MATLAB when working with the "interpl” function. This
error arises when the input data provided to the function does not meet the requirement
for unique sample points. In this article, we will delve into the causes of this error, its
implications, and ways to troubleshoot and resolve it effectively.

What is interpl1?

The “interpl’ function in MATLAB is a powerful tool designed for one-dimensional
interpolation. It allows users to estimate values at specific points based on a set of known
data points. This function can utilize various interpolation methods, including linear,
nearest neighbor, spline, and cubic interpolation.

To use "interpl’, you typically provide three main arguments:



1. X data points: A vector of known x-coordinates.
2.Y data points: A vector of known y-coordinates corresponding to the x-coordinates.
3. X query points: A vector of x-coordinates at which to interpolate the y-values.

The basic syntax is as follows:

" “matlab
Yq = interp1(X, Y, Xq, method);

Where:

- X and 'Y are the vectors of sample points.

- 'Xq' is the query point(s).

- ‘'method’ specifies the type of interpolation (optional).

Why Unique Sample Points are Important

The error message "Sample points must be unique" indicates that the X" vector provided
to "interpl’ contains duplicate values. This is problematic because:

1. Ambiguity: If multiple y-values correspond to the same x-value, the function cannot
determine which y-value to use for interpolation, leading to ambiguity in the results.

2. Mathematical Definition: Interpolation is fundamentally based on the assumption that
each input x-value maps to a single output y-value. When this condition is violated, the
interpolation algorithm cannot function correctly.

Common Causes of the Error

The error can arise from various scenarios, including:

1. Data Preparation: When preparing your data, you might inadvertently include duplicate
entries in your x-coordinates.

2. Data Import: Importing data from external sources (like CSV files or databases) may
lead to duplication if the dataset is not properly cleaned.

3. User Input: In cases where users input data manually, it is easy to enter the same x-
value multiple times.

How to Identify Duplicate Sample Points

To resolve the error, you first need to identify where the duplicates are in your data. You
can do this in MATLAB by using the "unique function, which returns the unique values
and their indices. Here’s how:

" “matlab
[X unique, idx] = unique(X);



duplicates = setdiff(X, X unique);

This code will give you the "duplicates™ array, which contains the x-values that are
repeated in the original "X  vector.

How to Resolve the Error

Once you identify the duplicates, you can resolve the error in several ways:

1. Remove Duplicates: The simplest method is to remove the duplicate values. You
can do this by using the "unique” function to create a new dataset.

2. Aggregate Values: If you want to keep the duplicates, consider using an
aggregation function (e.g., mean, median) to combine the y-values corresponding to
the same x-value.

3. Adjust Data Collection: If you are collecting data from a sensor or user input,
implement checks to prevent duplicate entries from occurring.

Example of Resolving the Error

Let’s consider an example where we have duplicate x-values:

“*“matlab

X =11,2,2,3,4];

Y =[10, 20, 20, 30, 40];
Xq = [1.5, 2.5, 3.5];

% Attempting interpolation

try

Yq = interp1 (X, Y, Xq);

catch ME

disp(ME.message);

end

This will trigger the error. Here’s how to fix it:
" “matlab

% Remove duplicates

[X unique, idx] = unique(X);

Y unique = Y(idx); % Adjust Y accordingly

% Now perform interpolation



Yq = interp1(X unique, Y unique, Xq);
disp(Yq);

In this corrected example, we removed duplicates and obtained the interpolated values
without encountering the error.

Best Practices for Avoiding the Error

To minimize the chances of encountering the "Sample points must be unique" error in the
future, consider the following best practices:

e Data Validation: Always validate your datasets for duplicates before using them in
interpolation. Use functions like "unique’, "sort’, or "histcounts" to check for
repetitions.

e Data Cleaning: Regularly clean your data to ensure that it is free from duplicates
and inconsistencies.

¢ Documentation: Document your data sources and collection methods to track how
duplicates may be introduced.

e Testing: Implement unit tests in your code to check for unique x-values before
calling the “interpl” function.

Conclusion

Encountering the "Error using matlabinternalmathinterpl sample points must be unique"
can be frustrating, but understanding the underlying issues and how to troubleshoot them
can save time and effort in your data analysis. By ensuring that your sample points are
unique and implementing best practices in data handling, you can effectively utilize
MATLAB's interpolation capabilities without running into this error. Whether you are
working with engineering data, scientific research, or any other domain that requires
interpolation, mastering the “interpl” function and its requirements will enhance your
analytical skills and improve the reliability of your results.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does the error 'sample points must be unique'



mean in MATLAB when using interp1?

This error indicates that the input vector for the sample points contains duplicate values.
The 'interpl’' function requires that the x-coordinates of the sample points (the first
argument) be unique for interpolation to work correctly.

How can I resolve the 'sample points must be unique'
error in MATLAB?

To resolve this error, you can check your input data for duplicates in the vector of sample
points. You can use the 'unique' function to remove duplicates or modify your data to
ensure all sample points are unique before passing them to 'interp1'.

What MATLAB functions can help identify duplicate
sample points before using interp1?

You can use the 'unique' function to find unique elements and their indices, or the
'histcounts' function to count occurrences of each value in your sample points. If any value
has a count greater than one, it indicates a duplicate.

Is it possible to interpolate with duplicate sample points
in MATLAB?

No, 'interpl' does not support interpolation with duplicate sample points. If you have
duplicates, you will need to either remove them or average the corresponding y-values for
those duplicate x-values before interpolation.

What should I do if I need to keep duplicate sample
points for my application?

If you need to keep duplicate sample points, consider using the 'griddatan' or
'scatteredInterpolant' functions, which can handle duplicate values in the input.
Alternatively, aggregate your data to create unique sample points with average or
representative values.
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Facing the 'error using matlabinternalmathinterpl sample points must be unique'? Discover how to
troubleshoot and resolve this common MATLAB issue effectively. Learn more!
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