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Women Political Power

Women may have been omitted from plctorial historles since they were created
after the Mexico conquest Some scholars belleve that indigencus historians plcked
up the patriarchal attitudes of Spaln that undervalued the role of women. Spaniards
brought patriarchal attitudes to Mexice, but this may not completely be the reason
women were excluded. This is because not all of the pictorial histories excdude
women. For example, Dona Marina in the Codex Azcatitlan She was an indigenous
interprater for Heman Coretes, and was shown as o key participant in the conguest
In some depictions, she was even placed in front of Cortes and a group of
Spaniards. In another example, she was shown as Cortes” equal and they were both
seated on the Spanish icon of power; a woven reed throne, The reason she was
included was because Spanish had no pn|it|-|:,u| nu!hnrily, therefare historians had no
Fsue communicating a8 woman's power

Taking another lock at the Spanish perspective, where men where reserved for
power and high office; there were actually a few times where women had power
Cueen Isabel and a number of other women rose to power in the New World. Left
out article in green During the zixteenth century when those pi:t(:riu|= WETE I:Itﬂl.tdr
the status of indigenous women had not declined yet The status of Mahua women
actually somewhat rose, but it didn't last. Studies of genealogies of Tlaxcala shows
how women grew in importance in lineage statements.

The representation of women increased during that time Some indigenous
noblewomen were even able to assume rule during the time of conquest and
epidemics. Interestingly, in an entry in the Tlaxcalan Actas it said “how the lordly
houtes all around Tlaxcala are coming to ruin because of new prerogatives assumed
by women " Before the conguest, women shared rule with their husbands and were
not banned from serving in government, however they stil managed te retain
power in unofficial ways This leads us to assume the historians were probably male
therefore implemented thelr own biases in these records, which is likely why women
were obscured.

The disappearance of women In seme of the pictorial histories could be explained
by the context of these colonial works, but there are other possible explanations
Upen imperial expansion, the result was subsrdination of Azteec women. Although
there |s debate over this theory simce it deesn’t acknowledge the idea of gender
complementarity; even though men had mere power and control, both men and
women were structural complements that negotiated control over soclal powers. Not
all of the pictorial histeries exclude or obscure women and thelr political roles; but
there definitely are ones that do. The political systems in these societies where
based on the fact rule was based on genealogy. For this, women had an important
political function that complemented their husbands. Women gave the ability te
ensure the nobility of the ruler and the success

Essay on Women in Politics

The participation of women in politics has evolved significantly over the decades, reflecting broader
societal changes and the ongoing struggle for gender equality. Women's representation in political
spheres is not merely about achieving numbers; it signifies a move toward a more inclusive society
where diverse perspectives can influence decision-making processes. This essay explores the
historical context, current representation, challenges faced by women in politics, and the importance
of their involvement in shaping policies that affect all citizens.



Historical Context

The journey of women in politics dates back to the early suffrage movements of the late 19th and
early 20th centuries. Women began to organize and advocate for their right to vote, believing that
political participation was essential for achieving equality. Key milestones in this struggle include:

1. The Suffrage Movement: Activists like Susan B. Anthony, Emmeline Pankhurst, and Sojourner
Truth played pivotal roles in advocating for women's voting rights.

2. Legal Reforms: Countries around the world began to recognize women's rights to vote, with New
Zealand being the first nation to grant women the right to vote in 1893, followed by countries such
as the United States in 1920 and the United Kingdom in 1928.

3. Post-War Developments: After World War II, many nations adopted new constitutions and laws
that furthered women's rights, leading to increased political participation.

Despite these advancements, women continued to face systemic barriers that limited their political
engagement.

Current Representation

Today, women occupy various political positions globally, from local councils to national parliaments
and heads of state. However, despite these advancements, women's political representation remains
disproportionately low:

- As of 2023, women hold approximately 26% of parliamentary seats worldwide, a figure that has
been slowly increasing over the years.

- Only 12 countries have a female head of state or government, highlighting the challenges women
face in attaining the highest political offices.

Several factors contribute to the current state of women's political representation:

1. Quotas and Affirmative Action

To address the gender gap in politics, many countries have implemented quotas. These policies
require a certain percentage of women to be included in political candidate lists or elected positions.
For example:

- Rwanda: This country has one of the highest percentages of women in parliament, with over 60% of
seats held by women, largely due to legislative quotas.

- Scandinavian Countries: Nations like Sweden and Norway have successfully used gender quotas to
increase women's representation in politics.

2. Political Parties and Structures

Political parties often play a crucial role in determining who gets elected. Women frequently



encounter barriers within these structures, such as:

- Male-Dominated Leadership: Many political parties are led by men, which can influence candidate
selection and limit opportunities for women.

- Networking Challenges: Women's access to political networks can be restricted, making it harder
for them to gain support for their candidacies.

3. Societal Attitudes and Stereotypes

Stereotypes about gender roles can also hinder women's participation in politics. Common societal
beliefs include:

- The perception that women are less competent in leadership roles.
- Cultural norms that prioritize men's political involvement over women's.

These attitudes can discourage women from pursuing political careers and affect voters' perceptions
of female candidates.

Challenges Faced by Women in Politics

The path for women in politics is fraught with challenges that can deter their participation. Some of
the most pressing issues include:

1. Gender-Based Violence

Many women politicians face threats and violence, both online and offline. This includes:

- Harassment: Female politicians often receive abusive messages and threats on social media
platforms.

- Physical Violence: In some regions, women who seek political office may face physical violence
from opponents or even family members.

2. Work-Life Balance

Balancing political responsibilities with family obligations can be particularly challenging for
women. This struggle includes:

- The expectation that women should be primary caregivers, which can conflict with the demanding
nature of political roles.

- Lack of support systems, such as affordable childcare, that can enable women to pursue political
careers.



3. Limited Access to Resources

Women often have less access to the financial resources necessary for running a political campaign.
This includes:

- Funding: Women candidates may struggle to find funding, as many donors prefer to support male
candidates.

- Training and Mentorship: There are fewer programs available to train women for political roles,
leading to a lack of preparedness when they do run for office.

The Importance of Women in Politics

The involvement of women in politics is crucial for several reasons:

1. Diverse Perspectives

Women bring unique experiences and viewpoints that can enrich policymaking. Their participation
ensures that the needs and concerns of half the population are considered in political decisions.
Research has shown that:

- Women leaders are more likely to prioritize issues such as education, healthcare, and family

welfare.
- Diverse leadership teams are more effective in problem-solving and decision-making.

2. Role Models

Increased visibility of women in politics can inspire future generations of female leaders. Having
women in prominent positions can:

- Encourage young girls to pursue political ambitions.
- Help shift societal perceptions about women's capabilities in leadership roles.

3. Promoting Gender Equality

Women in politics are more likely to advocate for policies that promote gender equality, such as:

- Legislation aimed at closing the gender pay gap.
- Initiatives to prevent gender-based violence and discrimination.



Conclusion

The journey of women in politics is a testament to resilience and determination in the face of
adversity. While significant progress has been made, challenges remain that must be addressed to
ensure equal representation. Societies that embrace women's participation in political processes will
benefit from diverse perspectives, innovative solutions, and a more equitable approach to
governance. As we move forward, it is essential to continue advocating for policies that support and
empower women in politics, creating a future where everyone has a voice in shaping their
communities and nations.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key barriers women face in entering politics?

Women often encounter barriers such as gender bias, lack of access to funding, limited networking
opportunities, societal expectations, and work-life balance challenges that hinder their participation
in politics.

How does female representation in politics impact policy
making?

Increased female representation in politics often leads to more inclusive policy making, addressing
issues like gender equality, healthcare, and family support, which may be overlooked by
predominantly male decision-makers.

What role do political parties play in promoting women in
politics?

Political parties can play a crucial role by implementing quotas, providing training programs, and
actively supporting female candidates to create a more balanced representation within their ranks.

How has social media influenced women's participation in
politics?

Social media has empowered women by providing a platform for advocacy, networking, and
mobilization, allowing them to share their experiences, connect with like-minded individuals, and
reach a broader audience.

What historical figures have significantly impacted women's
political rights?

Figures such as Susan B. Anthony, Eleanor Roosevelt, and Malala Yousafzai have played pivotal roles
in advocating for women's rights and political participation, inspiring future generations of women
leaders.



What are some successful strategies for increasing women's
political participation?

Successful strategies include mentorship programs, community engagement initiatives, political
training workshops, and creating supportive networks that encourage women to run for office.

How do cultural attitudes affect women's roles in politics?

Cultural attitudes can either empower or hinder women's political engagement; societies with
progressive views on gender equality tend to have higher rates of female political participation
compared to those with traditional gender roles.
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