
Every Secret Thing Diane Lane

Every Secret Thing is a 2014 American thriller film directed by Amy Berg and
based on the novel of the same name by Laura Lippman. The movie features a
compelling performance by Diane Lane, alongside a talented cast that includes
Elizabeth Banks, Dakota Fanning, and Daniel Craig. In this article, we will
delve into the various aspects of Every Secret Thing, including its plot,
themes, cast, and the significance of Diane Lane's role in the film.

Plot Overview

Every Secret Thing revolves around a disturbing case of two young girls who
go missing in a small town. The narrative weaves through the lives of the
girls, their families, and the community as they try to cope with the



aftermath of the abduction.

- Main Characters:
- Diane Lane plays the role of Alice, a mother whose daughter is involved in
the mysterious circumstances surrounding the missing girls.
- Elizabeth Banks portrays Detective Nancy Porter, who is determined to
unravel the mystery behind the disappearances.
- Dakota Fanning and Tess Harper take on the roles of the young girls, whose
fates intertwine with the adults in the film.

The story unfolds through a series of flashbacks and present-day
investigations, revealing the secrets and lies that permeate the lives of the
characters involved. As the investigation progresses, the audience is drawn
into a web of deception, forcing them to confront the darker aspects of human
nature.

Thematic Elements

Every Secret Thing tackles numerous themes that resonate throughout the film.
Some of the key themes include:

1. The Impact of Trauma

The film explores how trauma affects individuals and families. Diane Lane's
character, Alice, is depicted as a mother grappling with the emotional
consequences of her daughter's involvement in the case. The trauma of losing
a child, even if indirectly, is portrayed with sensitivity, showing the deep
scars it leaves on relationships and mental health.

2. The Complexity of Motherhood

Motherhood is a central theme in the film, examined through various
characters. Alice represents the struggles of a mother who feels helpless and
desperate to protect her child. The film raises questions about the lengths
to which a mother will go to shield her family from harm and the instinctual
drive to seek justice for their loved ones.

3. Secrets and Lies

As the title suggests, the film delves into the secrets that people keep and
the lies that often accompany them. The narrative reveals how secrets can
destroy relationships and communities, emphasizing the importance of truth
and transparency, even in the face of devastating consequences.



Diane Lane's Performance

Diane Lane's portrayal of Alice is one of the standout aspects of Every
Secret Thing. Her performance is layered and nuanced, exhibiting a depth of
emotion that captivates the audience.

Character Analysis

Alice is depicted as a complex character, navigating her feelings of guilt,
fear, and determination. Diane Lane’s ability to convey vulnerability while
also displaying strength makes Alice relatable. The audience can feel her
anguish as she grapples with the fear of losing her daughter and the
frustration of being unable to protect her.

Critical Reception

The film received mixed reviews from critics, with some praising Lane's
performance while others criticized the pacing and execution of the plot.
However, Diane Lane's role was frequently highlighted as one of the film's
strong points. Critics noted her ability to portray a mother's love and
desperation convincingly, grounding the film in emotional reality.

Supporting Cast and Characters

In addition to Diane Lane, Every Secret Thing boasts a strong supporting cast
that enhances the film's narrative.

- Elizabeth Banks as Detective Nancy Porter brings a sense of authority and
determination to her role. Her character is dedicated to solving the mystery,
often at the expense of her personal life.

- Dakota Fanning plays a pivotal role as one of the young girls. Her
performance adds depth to the film, showcasing the innocent lives affected by
the dark events unfolding in their community.

- Daniel Craig, although not in a leading role, contributes to the film's
tension, adding layers to the investigation and the community dynamics.

Production and Direction

Directed by Amy Berg, Every Secret Thing marks her transition from
documentary filmmaking to narrative features. Berg's background in



documentaries informs her approach to storytelling, emphasizing realism and
emotional truth. The film is visually striking, utilizing lighting and camera
angles to create a sense of foreboding that complements the story's darker
themes.

Screenplay and Adaptation

The screenplay, adapted from Laura Lippman's novel, captures the essence of
the source material while making necessary adjustments for the cinematic
medium. The dialogue is sharp and poignant, effectively conveying the
characters' inner turmoil and the tension within the community.

Conclusion

Every Secret Thing is a thought-provoking film that raises important
questions about motherhood, trauma, and the impact of secrets on individuals
and communities. Diane Lane's performance as Alice serves as the emotional
core of the film, drawing viewers into a gripping narrative filled with
tension and heartfelt moments.

In examining the complexities of human relationships, the film challenges the
audience to confront their own perceptions of truth, justice, and the lengths
one might go to protect their loved ones. Despite its mixed reviews, Every
Secret Thing remains a significant contribution to the thriller genre, with
Diane Lane's role leaving a lasting impression on viewers and critics alike.

In summary, Every Secret Thing blends suspense with deep emotional
undercurrents, and Diane Lane's portrayal of a mother dealing with
unimaginable circumstances elevates the film, making it a noteworthy watch
for fans of psychological thrillers.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of 'Every Secret Thing'
featuring Diane Lane?
The film revolves around the mysterious disappearance of a young child,
leading to a complex investigation that uncovers secrets about the lives of
the main characters, including Diane Lane's role as a mother dealing with the
aftermath.

How does Diane Lane's character contribute to the



themes of motherhood in 'Every Secret Thing'?
Diane Lane's character embodies the struggles of motherhood, showcasing the
protective instincts and emotional turmoil faced by a parent when confronted
with the potential loss of a child.

What are some critical responses to Diane Lane's
performance in 'Every Secret Thing'?
Critics have praised Diane Lane's performance for its depth and emotional
resonance, highlighting her ability to bring vulnerability and strength to
her character amidst the film's dark themes.

Is 'Every Secret Thing' based on a book, and if so,
who is the author?
Yes, 'Every Secret Thing' is based on the novel of the same name by Laura
Lippman, which explores similar themes of mystery and the impact of crime on
families.

What genre does 'Every Secret Thing' fall under, and
how does Diane Lane's role fit within it?
The film is categorized as a psychological thriller, and Diane Lane's role
fits as a pivotal character whose emotional journey adds complexity to the
narrative and heightens the film's suspense.
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Explore the intriguing world of "Every Secret Thing" with Diane Lane. Uncover the film's hidden
themes and performances. Learn more about this captivating story!
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