
Erie Doctrine Practice Questions

Erie Doctrine Practice Questions are essential tools for law students and
practitioners to understand the complexities of federalism and the interplay
between state and federal law. The Erie Doctrine, originating from the
landmark Supreme Court case Erie Railroad Co. v. Tompkins, establishes that
federal courts sitting in diversity jurisdiction must apply state law rather
than federal common law. This principle aims to prevent forum shopping and
ensure equality before the law. In this article, we will delve into the key
concepts surrounding the Erie Doctrine, analyze practice questions that
embody these principles, and provide guidance on how to approach them
effectively.

Understanding the Erie Doctrine

The Erie Doctrine arose from a need to clarify the legal standards governing
cases with both state and federal components. Here are some fundamental
aspects of the doctrine:

Historical Background

- Erie Railroad Co. v. Tompkins (1938) served as the foundation of the Erie
Doctrine.
- Before Erie, federal courts applied general common law, leading to
different outcomes in similar cases based on jurisdiction.
- The Supreme Court held that there is no general federal common law, and
federal courts must apply state substantive law in diversity cases.



Key Principles of the Erie Doctrine

1. Diversity Jurisdiction: The Erie Doctrine primarily applies when a case is
in federal court based on diversity jurisdiction, meaning the parties are
from different states and the amount in controversy exceeds $75,000.
2. Substantive vs. Procedural Law: The distinction between substantive and
procedural law is critical. Federal courts must apply state substantive law
but can apply federal procedural law.
3. Outcome Determinative Test: A guiding principle derived from the Erie
Doctrine is that if applying or refusing to apply a state rule would
significantly affect the outcome of the case, the state rule should be
applied.
4. Forum Shopping: The doctrine aims to prevent parties from choosing a
federal forum to obtain a different outcome than they would in state court.

Practice Questions on the Erie Doctrine

To master the Erie Doctrine, it's crucial to engage with practice questions
that test your understanding of its principles. Below are various types of
questions that can help reinforce your knowledge.

Multiple Choice Questions

1. In which of the following scenarios would the Erie Doctrine apply?
- A. A federal question case involving federal law.
- B. A diversity case where the plaintiff is from New York, and the defendant
is from California.
- C. A case brought under state law in a state court.
- D. A criminal case tried in federal court.

Correct Answer: B

2. Which of the following is considered substantive law under the Erie
Doctrine?
- A. The rules governing the admissibility of evidence.
- B. The statute of limitations for personal injury claims.
- C. The procedure for filing a motion to dismiss.
- D. The method of jury selection.

Correct Answer: B

3. If a federal court is hearing a diversity case involving a breach of
contract claim, which law should it apply?
- A. Federal common law.
- B. State law of the forum.
- C. The law of the state where the contract was formed.



- D. The law chosen by the parties in the contract.

Correct Answer: B

Essay Questions

1. Discuss the implications of the Erie Doctrine on federalism. In your
response, analyze how the doctrine affects the balance of power between state
and federal courts and whether it effectively prevents forum shopping.

2. Evaluate a hypothetical case where a federal court must determine whether
to apply a state rule or a federal rule of procedure. Explain your reasoning
based on the Erie Doctrine and the outcome determinative test.

3. Analyze the evolution of the Erie Doctrine since its inception. Consider
how subsequent cases have refined or expanded upon the principles established
in Erie Railroad Co. v. Tompkins.

Approaching Erie Doctrine Practice Questions

Understanding how to approach Erie Doctrine practice questions is crucial for
success in law exams and real-world applications. Here are some strategies to
keep in mind:

Identify Key Issues

When faced with a practice question, identify the legal issues at hand.
Determine whether the case involves diversity jurisdiction and whether the
relevant law is substantive or procedural.

Apply the Outcome Determinative Test

Utilize the outcome determinative test to evaluate whether applying state law
would significantly impact the case's outcome. Consider how a different
ruling might affect the parties' interests.

Consider the Context of the Case

Always contextualize the case within the broader framework of federalism.
Analyze how applying state law aligns with the goals of the Erie Doctrine,
including avoiding forum shopping and ensuring consistency in legal outcomes.



Review Relevant Case Law

Familiarize yourself with key Supreme Court cases that have shaped the Erie
Doctrine. Understanding the rationale behind decisions like Erie Railroad Co.
v. Tompkins and its progeny will enhance your ability to answer practice
questions.

Conclusion

Erie Doctrine practice questions are vital for understanding how federal and
state law interact within the U.S. legal system. By engaging with various
types of questions and applying strategic approaches, law students and
practitioners can develop a deep understanding of this essential doctrine.
Mastering the Erie Doctrine not only prepares you for exams but also equips
you with the knowledge to navigate complex legal issues in practice
effectively. Through diligent study and practice, you can become proficient
in applying the principles of the Erie Doctrine, ensuring fairness and
uniformity in the administration of justice.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Erie Doctrine and why is it significant
in federal courts?
The Erie Doctrine is a legal principle that requires federal courts sitting
in diversity jurisdiction to apply state substantive law instead of federal
law. This is significant because it helps to prevent forum shopping and
ensures that outcomes in federal and state courts are consistent.

How does the Erie Doctrine determine whether a law
is substantive or procedural?
The Erie Doctrine uses a two-step analysis: first, it considers whether the
rule in question is a matter of state law or federal law. If it is state law,
the next step is to determine whether the rule is substantive (affecting the
outcome of the case) or procedural (governing the process of litigation). If
it's substantive, state law must be applied.

Can you provide an example of a case where the Erie
Doctrine was applied?
One notable case is Erie Railroad Co. v. Tompkins (1938), where the U.S.
Supreme Court ruled that federal courts must apply state law in diversity
cases, thereby establishing the Erie Doctrine. The case involved a personal
injury claim and highlighted the importance of following state law in federal



courts.

What is the impact of the Erie Doctrine on choice of
law issues?
The Erie Doctrine impacts choice of law by requiring federal courts to
respect state laws when adjudicating cases under diversity jurisdiction. This
means that federal courts must analyze and apply the relevant state laws to
ensure that parties receive fair treatment in accordance with state policies.

How does the Erie Doctrine affect federal procedural
rules?
The Erie Doctrine indicates that while federal procedural rules can be
applied, they must not violate the substantive rights provided by state law.
This creates a balance where federal courts can operate efficiently while
still respecting the rights and laws of the states.

What role does the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure
play in relation to the Erie Doctrine?
The Federal Rules of Civil Procedure provide a framework for procedural
issues in federal courts. Under the Erie Doctrine, these rules can be applied
as long as they do not alter the substantive rights of the parties involved,
ensuring that the application of law remains fair and consistent.

What are some common pitfalls that law students face
when studying the Erie Doctrine?
Common pitfalls include confusing substantive and procedural laws,
misunderstanding the scope of federal versus state authority, and failing to
analyze cases correctly in terms of their applicability under the Erie
Doctrine. Students often struggle with the two-step analysis required to
determine which law to apply.
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THE 15 BEST Things to Do in Erie (2025) - Must-See Attractions
Top Things to Do in Erie, Pennsylvania: See Tripadvisor's 53,643 traveller reviews and photos of Erie
tourist attractions. Find what to do today, this weekend, or in August.

Things to Do in Erie, PA - VisitErie
In Erie, Pennsylvania, you’ll find so much to do, and time to do it all! Relax along the calm waters of
Lake Erie, and enjoy the natural beauty, local food, attractions and festivals …

Lake Erie Weekend Getaway: 10 Towns & Communities For an Ont…
May 23, 2025 · Consider these towns along the Lake Erie shoreline as a simple summer getaway, a
road trip, or a single destination. The Lake Erie Shoreline has many reasons …

Erie, PA: All You Must Know Before You Go (2025) - Tripadvisor
Located in the very Northwest corner of Pennsylvania, Erie is the State's only Great Lakes port city.
The Lake is the main …

Lake Erie - Wikipedia
Lake Erie was the last of the Great Lakes to be explored by Europeans, since the Iroquois who
occupied the Niagara …

THE 15 BEST Things to Do in Erie (2025) - Must-See Attracti…
Top Things to Do in Erie, Pennsylvania: See Tripadvisor's 53,643 traveller reviews and photos of Erie
tourist …

Things to Do in Erie, PA - VisitErie
In Erie, Pennsylvania, you’ll find so much to do, and time to do it all! Relax along the calm waters of
Lake Erie, …

Lake Erie Weekend Getaway: 10 Towns & Communities For an …
May 23, 2025 · Consider these towns along the Lake Erie shoreline as a simple summer getaway, a
road trip, …

Erie, PA: All You Must Know Before You Go (2025) - Tripad…
Located in the very Northwest corner of Pennsylvania, Erie is the State's only Great Lakes port city.
The Lake is the …

Master the Erie Doctrine with our comprehensive practice questions! Enhance your understanding
and ace your exams. Learn more to boost your legal skills today!
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