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East of West Vol 1 is a graphic novel that has captivated audiences with its unique blend of science
fiction, Western, and dystopian themes. Written by Jonathan Hickman and illustrated by Nick Dragotta,
this series presents a richly imagined alternate history of the United States, where the Civil War never
ended and the landscape is populated with a diverse array of characters—each with their own

motivations and backstories. In this article, we will explore the plot, characters, themes, and artistic



style of "East of West Vol 1," providing a comprehensive overview of this critically acclaimed work.

Overview of East of West Vol 1

"East of West Vol 1: The Promise" was released in 2013, introducing readers to a world that diverges
sharply from our own history. The series is set in a post-apocalyptic America where the nation has
fractured into several territories, each ruled by different factions, ideologies, and supernatural
influences. The narrative is steeped in themes of fate, revenge, and the cyclical nature of violence, all

wrapped in a narrative that challenges conventional storytelling.

Plot Summary

The story begins in a world where the Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse are not just biblical figures
but prominent characters with their own agendas. The main plot follows Death, one of the Horsemen,
who has been betrayed and is now on a quest to find his lost love, a woman named Xiaolian. As
Death navigates through the treacherous landscape of this alternate America, he confronts various
factions, including the Union, the Confederacy, and a group known as the Chosen, who each have

their own stakes in the unfolding events.

Key plot points include:

1. The Betrayal of Death: Death is betrayed by his fellow Horsemen and is determined to exact
revenge while searching for Xiaolian.

2. The Role of the Chosen: This group represents a powerful faction with their own apocalyptic vision,
and they play a crucial role in the series' unfolding events.

3. Political Intrigue: The fractured political landscape of America adds depth to the story, with various
factions scheming for power.

4. Supernatural Elements: The inclusion of supernatural elements, such as the Horsemen and mystical

powers, enhances the narrative complexity.



Main Characters

The character development in "East of West Vol 1" is intricate, with each character embodying various

facets of the overarching themes. Some of the most notable characters include:

- Death: The protagonist and one of the Four Horsemen. He is depicted not just as a harbinger of
doom but as a complex character seeking love and redemption.

- Xiaolian: Death’s love interest, whose fate is central to Death’s motivations throughout the series.
- The Other Horsemen: War, Famine, and Conquest each have their own distinctive traits and roles
within the narrative, driving the plot forward with their conflicting interests.

- The Chosen: This group serves as a representation of the political and ideological struggles within

the fractured America, often clashing with Death and his goals.

Thematic Exploration

"East of West Vol 1" delves into several profound themes, each woven seamlessly into the narrative.

Here are some of the major themes explored in the volume:

1. Fate and Free Will

One of the central themes of "East of West" is the tension between fate and free will. Death's journey
illustrates the struggle against a predetermined destiny, as he seeks to redefine his purpose beyond
the role of an apocalyptic figure. The narrative poses questions about whether individuals can alter
their paths or if they are bound by the circumstances of their birth and the societal structures around

them.



2. The Nature of Violence

Violence is an ever-present element in the world of "East of West," serving as both a catalyst for
action and a reflection of the characters' internal struggles. Hickman explores the cyclical nature of
violence—how it breeds more violence, perpetuating a cycle that is difficult to escape. The
consequences of violent actions are a recurring motif, influencing character decisions and the course

of events.

3. Identity and Belonging

The characters in "East of West" grapple with their identities in a fractured society. Death’s quest for
Xiaolian is not just a romantic pursuit; it is a search for belonging in a world that has stripped him of
his connections. The various factions represent different identities and beliefs, highlighting the ways in

which people align themselves with groups in search of purpose and community.

4. Alternate History and Political Commentary

The setting of "East of West" serves as a backdrop for exploring themes of power, governance, and
the consequences of political decisions. The alternate history of America, where the Civil War never
truly ended, allows Hickman to comment on real-world issues of division, conflict, and the fragility of

peace. The fractured nation becomes a mirror reflecting contemporary societal dilemmas.

Artistic Style

Nick Dragotta’s artwork is another vital component of "East of West Vol 1." The style is visually

striking, combining elements of Western and sci-fi aesthetics. Key aspects of the artistic style include:



- Vivid Color Palette: The use of bold colors enhances the emotional tone of the story, with contrasting
hues representing the dualities of hope and despair.

- Dynamic Paneling: Dragotta employs innovative panel layouts that guide the reader’s eye and create
a sense of movement, reflecting the action-packed nature of the narrative.

- Character Design: Each character is uniquely designed, visually embodying their personalities and
roles within the story. Death, for example, is depicted with an imposing presence, reflecting his

significance as a Horseman.

Critical Reception

"East of West Vol 1" has received widespread acclaim from critics and readers alike. Reviewers have
praised Hickman's intricate storytelling and Dragotta's stunning artwork. Some key points of praise

include:

- Complex Narrative: The story’s multi-layered approach demands readers’ attention, rewarding them
with a rich and engaging experience.

- Character Depth: The nuanced portrayal of characters adds depth to the story, making their journeys
relatable and compelling.

- Artistic Innovation: Dragotta’s unique visual style has been highlighted as a significant contributor to

the overall impact of the graphic novel.

Conclusion

"East of West Vol 1" stands out as a remarkable graphic novel that intricately weaves themes of fate,
identity, and violence within a richly imagined alternate history. With its compelling characters and
stunning artwork, it invites readers to reflect on deeper philosophical questions while engaging them in
a thrilling narrative. As the series progresses, it promises to delve even deeper into these themes,
making it a must-read for fans of graphic novels and those seeking thought-provoking storytelling.

Whether you are new to the genre or a seasoned reader, "East of West Vol 1" is a powerful



exploration of the human condition set against a backdrop of apocalyptic uncertainty.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main premise of 'East of West Vol 1'9

'‘East of West Vol 1' is set in a dystopian alternate America where the Civil War never ended and
follows the story of Death, one of the Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse, as he seeks to find his way

and confront his fate.

Who are the main characters introduced in 'East of West Vol 1'?

The main characters include Death, the other Horsemen (War, Famine, and Conquest), and various

factions like the Chosen, who play significant roles in the unfolding narrative.

How does 'East of West Vol 1" blend genres?

The comic combines elements of science fiction, Westerns, and dystopian narratives, creating a

unique storytelling experience that explores themes of fate, free will, and power.

What role does the setting play in 'East of West Vol 1'?

The setting of an alternate America, deeply influenced by a never-ending Civil War, adds a rich

backdrop that enhances the story's themes of conflict, identity, and division.

Who are the creators behind 'East of West Vol 1'?

'East of West Vol 1' is created by writer Jonathan Hickman and artist Nick Dragotta, known for their

compelling storytelling and striking visual style.

What themes are explored in 'East of West Vol 1'?

The comic explores themes such as destiny versus free will, the consequences of war, and the

intertwining of myth and reality in a fractured society.



How is the artwork in 'East of West Vol 1' received by critics?

Critics have praised the artwork in 'East of West Vol 1' for its dynamic style and detailed illustrations

that complement the complex narrative and enhance the emotional impact.

What is the significance of Death's character in the story?

Death serves as a complex anti-hero whose journey challenges traditional notions of good and evil,

making him a central figure in the exploration of fate and redemption.

Is 'East of West Vol 1' part of a larger series?

'East of West Vol 1' is the first volume in an ongoing series that expands on its characters and themes

over multiple volumes, creating a rich and intricate narrative.

What has been the audience's response to 'East of West Vol 1'?

The audience has responded positively to 'East of West Vol 1', often highlighting its innovative

storytelling, engaging characters, and thought-provoking themes.
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Dive into the captivating world of "East of West Vol 1." Uncover its thrilling storyline and unique
characters. Learn more about this must-read graphic novel!
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