
Edtpa Language Function Examples

edTPA language function examples are essential components of the edTPA assessment, which is
designed to evaluate the readiness of teacher candidates to effectively teach diverse groups of
students. The edTPA process requires teacher candidates to demonstrate their ability to plan, instruct,
and assess learners in a way that promotes their academic and language development.
Understanding language functions is crucial as they directly impact how students communicate and
comprehend content in a classroom setting. This article explores language functions within the
context of edTPA, providing examples, applications, and their significance in teaching.

Understanding Language Functions in the edTPA
Framework

Language functions refer to the specific purposes or goals that language serves in a given context. In
the edTPA framework, language functions are crucial for supporting students' understanding of
content and developing their communication skills. The framework identifies key language functions
that teacher candidates must integrate into their lesson plans and assessments. These functions help
students engage with the material, express their ideas, and interact with their peers.

The Role of Language Functions in Education

Language functions play a pivotal role in education by:

1. Enhancing Comprehension: Language functions help students grasp complex concepts by breaking



down information into manageable parts.
2. Promoting Interaction: They facilitate communication among students, allowing them to collaborate
and learn from each other.
3. Supporting Critical Thinking: Language functions encourage students to analyze, evaluate, and
synthesize information, fostering higher-order thinking skills.
4. Catering to Diverse Learners: Recognizing varied language functions allows teachers to tailor their
instruction to meet the needs of students with different linguistic backgrounds.

Key Language Functions in the edTPA

The edTPA identifies several language functions that teacher candidates should incorporate into their
teaching practices. The following are key language functions with examples relevant to various
content areas:

1. Describing

Describing involves providing detailed information about a topic, object, or event. This function can be
essential in subjects such as science and social studies.

- Example in Science: A teacher might ask students to describe the process of photosynthesis by
outlining the roles of sunlight, water, and carbon dioxide.
- Example in Social Studies: Students could describe the characteristics of different cultures, focusing
on traditions, clothing, and food.

2. Explaining

Explaining requires students to clarify concepts, processes, or relationships. This function is
particularly important in subjects that require critical reasoning and analysis.

- Example in Mathematics: A teacher could ask students to explain how they arrived at a solution for a
problem, promoting understanding of mathematical concepts.
- Example in History: Students might be tasked with explaining the causes and effects of a significant
historical event, such as the American Revolution.

3. Analyzing

Analyzing involves breaking down information into its components to understand it better. This
function is vital for developing critical thinking skills.

- Example in Literature: Students can analyze a character’s motivations and actions in a novel,
discussing how these elements contribute to the overall theme.
- Example in Science: A teacher might have students analyze data from an experiment, looking for
patterns and drawing conclusions based on their findings.



4. Arguing

Arguing requires students to present a claim and provide evidence to support their position. This
function is crucial for developing persuasive writing and speaking skills.

- Example in Debate: Students may participate in a debate on a controversial issue, presenting
arguments for and against a topic such as climate change.
- Example in Social Studies: Students could write an argumentative essay about the impacts of
immigration policies, using data and research to support their claims.

5. Comparing and Contrasting

This function involves examining similarities and differences between two or more subjects, ideas, or
concepts. It encourages students to think critically and make connections between different pieces of
information.

- Example in Science: Students could compare and contrast the life cycles of different organisms,
discussing similarities and differences in their development.
- Example in Literature: Analyzing two different works of literature, students can compare themes,
character development, and narrative styles.

Integrating Language Functions into Lesson Planning

To effectively integrate language functions into lesson plans, teacher candidates should follow a
structured approach. Here are some steps to consider:

1. Identify Learning Objectives: Determine the desired outcomes for the lesson. What do you want
students to learn or achieve?

2. Select Appropriate Language Functions: Based on the learning objectives, choose the relevant
language functions that will best facilitate student understanding.

3. Design Activities: Create engaging activities that encourage students to use the selected language
functions. Ensure that these activities promote interaction and collaboration among peers.

4. Assessment: Develop assessments that allow students to demonstrate their understanding through
the language functions. This can include written assignments, presentations, or group discussions.

5. Reflect and Adjust: After teaching the lesson, reflect on its effectiveness. Did students successfully
engage with the language functions? What adjustments can be made for future lessons?

Examples of Activities Incorporating Language Functions

Here are some activity ideas that incorporate various language functions:



- Group Projects: Students can work in groups to create a presentation on a specific topic, using
describing, explaining, and arguing functions to communicate their findings.
- Writing Prompts: Provide students with writing prompts that require them to compare and contrast
two historical events or analyze a character’s development in a book.
- Socratic Seminars: Facilitate a Socratic seminar where students engage in a discussion about a text,
using analyzing and arguing functions to support their points of view.

Challenges and Considerations

While integrating language functions into teaching practices, teacher candidates may encounter
several challenges:

1. Diverse Language Proficiency Levels: Students come with varying levels of language proficiency,
which can affect their ability to engage with certain language functions. Teachers should differentiate
instruction to meet these needs.

2. Cultural Relevance: Language functions must be culturally relevant to all students. Teacher
candidates should be aware of the cultural backgrounds of their students and incorporate examples
that resonate with them.

3. Assessment Alignment: Ensuring that assessments align with the language functions taught can be
challenging. Teacher candidates must be intentional in their assessment design to accurately
measure student understanding.

4. Confidence in Language Instruction: Some teacher candidates may feel uncomfortable teaching
language functions, especially if they lack experience in language instruction. Professional
development and practice can help build confidence.

Conclusion

In summary, edTPA language function examples are vital in shaping effective teaching practices that
promote student engagement and understanding. By integrating language functions such as
describing, explaining, analyzing, arguing, and comparing into their lessons, teacher candidates can
foster a richer learning environment. The ability to effectively use language functions not only
supports students' comprehension of content but also equips them with essential communication
skills that are crucial in their academic and future professional lives. As teacher candidates navigate
the edTPA process, a focus on language functions will enhance their teaching efficacy and contribute
to their growth as educators.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of language functions in edTPA?
Language functions in edTPA are designed to help candidates understand how to use language



purposefully in the classroom to support student learning and engagement.

Can you provide an example of a language function used in an
edTPA lesson plan?
An example of a language function is 'describing,' where students may be asked to describe a
scientific process or a character's traits in literature.

How do language functions align with Common Core
Standards in edTPA?
Language functions in edTPA align with Common Core Standards by promoting critical thinking and
communication skills, which are essential for meeting these educational benchmarks.

What are some common language functions that candidates
might include in their edTPA submissions?
Common language functions include explaining, arguing, comparing, summarizing, and questioning,
which help facilitate deeper understanding of content.

How can teachers assess students' mastery of language
functions in edTPA?
Teachers can assess mastery of language functions through formative assessments, such as class
discussions, written assignments, or presentations that require the use of specific language functions.

What role do language functions play in supporting English
Language Learners (ELLs) in the edTPA framework?
Language functions are crucial for ELLs as they provide structured ways to engage with content,
enabling these students to practice language skills in meaningful contexts.

How can candidates demonstrate their understanding of
language functions in their edTPA portfolio?
Candidates can demonstrate their understanding by providing clear lesson plans that outline specific
language functions and strategies for integrating them into their instruction.
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