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East-West Shrine Game History

The East-West Shrine Game is one of the oldest and most prestigious college football all-
star games in the United States. Established in 1925, this annual event brings together
some of the best college football players from the eastern and western regions of the
country to showcase their skills and compete for the honor of representing their respective
teams. The game not only serves as a platform for these talented athletes to demonstrate
their abilities in front of NFL scouts, but it also has a rich history steeped in philanthropy,
culture, and the spirit of competition. This article delves into the history of the East-West
Shrine Game, its evolution over the decades, and its impact on college football and the NFL.

Origins of the East-West Shrine Game

The East-West Shrine Game was founded in 1925 by the Shriners, a fraternal organization
known for its charitable work, particularly in providing care for children in need. The game
was established primarily as a way to raise funds for the Shriners Hospitals for Children,
which offers specialized medical care to children with various health challenges.

- The first game took place at San Francisco's Kezar Stadium, where the East team faced off
against the West team.

- The event quickly gained popularity, drawing large crowds and media attention, which
helped to solidify its status as a key fixture in the college football calendar.



Format and Structure

The East-West Shrine Game features a unique format that pairs the best senior players
from the eastern United States against their counterparts from the western states. Over the
years, the game has evolved to include various elements that enhance the experience for
players and fans alike.

Selection of Players

- Players are typically nominated and selected based on their performance during the
college football season.

- NFL scouts and coaches play a significant role in the selection process, ensuring that the
most talented athletes participate in the game.

- Invitations are extended to players from all NCAA divisions, allowing for a diverse group of
participants.

Coaching Staff

- Each team is coached by a staff comprised of coaches from different colleges and
universities.

- This provides a unique opportunity for players to learn from different coaching styles and
enhance their skills.

- The coaches also benefit from the exposure to talented players who may not have been
on their radar during the regular season.

Historical Highlights

The East-West Shrine Game has seen numerous memorable moments and standout
performances over the years. Some notable highlights include:

- 1955: The game featured a legendary performance by quarterback George Blanda, who
would later go on to have a successful NFL career.

- 1972: Future Hall of Famer, Lynn Swann, showcased his exceptional skills in a game that
helped catapult him to a successful professional career.

- 1991: The game gained additional notoriety when future NFL star, Brett Favre,
participated and made headlines with his strong arm and impressive throws.

- 2000s: Several players who would go on to become stars in the NFL, such as Tom Brady
and Jerry Rice, played in the Shrine Game during their college careers.

Impact on the NFL and College Football

The East-West Shrine Game has had a significant influence on both the NFL and college



football as a whole.

Platform for Prospects

- The game serves as a crucial platform for college players to display their talents to NFL
scouts and teams.

- Many players have used their performances in the Shrine Game to boost their draft stock,
leading to successful professional careers.

- It has become a rite of passage for many athletes, marking the transition from college to
professional football.

Philanthropic Efforts

- The primary purpose of the East-West Shrine Game has always been to support the
Shriners Hospitals for Children.

- Funds raised through the game are directed towards providing medical care and services
to children in need.

- The game has raised millions of dollars over the decades, making a significant impact on
the lives of countless children and their families.

Modern Era of the Shrine Game

In recent years, the East-West Shrine Game has undergone changes to adapt to the
evolving landscape of college football and the NFL.

Television and Media Coverage

- The game is now broadcast nationally, allowing fans from across the country to tune in
and watch the future stars of the NFL.

- Increased media coverage has helped to elevate the game's profile, attracting more
attention from fans and scouts alike.

Player Participation and Commitment

- While the game has historically attracted top talent, some players have begun to forgo
participation in all-star games, opting instead to prepare for the NFL Draft.

- This trend has prompted organizers to innovate and find ways to enhance the appeal of
the game for prospective athletes.



Conclusion

The East-West Shrine Game has a storied history that reflects the growth and evolution of
college football in the United States. From its humble beginnings in 1925 to its status as a
premier all-star game, it has provided a platform for countless athletes to showcase their
skills and pursue their dreams of playing in the NFL. While the landscape of college football
continues to change, the Shrine Game remains steadfast in its commitment to philanthropy
and the development of young talent.

As the game continues into the future, it will undoubtedly remain a cherished tradition,
celebrating the spirit of competition while making a positive impact on the lives of children
in need. The enduring legacy of the East-West Shrine Game is a testament to the power of
sports to unite, inspire, and effect change in the world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the East-West Shrine Game?

The East-West Shrine Game is an annual college football all-star game that features some
of the best college football players from the East and West regions of the United States.

When was the first East-West Shrine Game played?
The first East-West Shrine Game was played in 1925.

Why was the East-West Shrine Game created?

The game was created to raise money for the Shriners Hospitals for Children and to
showcase top college football talent.

Where is the East-West Shrine Game traditionally held?

The East-West Shrine Game has been traditionally held in various locations, but it has been
consistently hosted in St. Petersburg, Florida, in recent years.

How does the East-West Shrine Game contribute to
charity?

The proceeds from the game and associated events go directly to the Shriners Hospitals for
Children, which provide medical care to children in need.

What is the significance of the East-West Shrine Game
for players?

The game provides an opportunity for college players to showcase their skills in front of NFL
scouts and coaches, often influencing their chances of being drafted.



Who are some notable players that have participated in
the East-West Shrine Game?

Notable players include Pro Football Hall of Famers like Walter Payton, John Elway, and
more recently, players such as Dak Prescott and Jimmy Garoppolo.

What is the format of the East-West Shrine Game?

The game features two teams, the East and the West, composed of players from various
colleges, competing in a traditional football format.

Has the East-West Shrine Game changed over the
years?

Yes, the game has evolved in terms of its location, format, and the inclusion of various
promotional activities, but its core mission of charity has remained.

What is the connection between the East-West Shrine
Game and the NFL Draft?

The East-West Shrine Game serves as a platform for college players to perform in front of
NFL scouts, potentially enhancing their prospects for being selected in the NFL Draft.
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