
Edmonton Oilers Uniform History

Edmonton Oilers uniform history is a fascinating journey that not only
reflects the evolution of the team's identity but also mirrors changes in the
broader landscape of professional hockey. The Oilers, a team steeped in a
rich tradition and history, have seen their uniforms evolve over the decades,
marking significant eras in their franchise and in the National Hockey League
(NHL) itself. This article delves into the various designs, colors, and
styles that have defined the Oilers over the years, providing insight into
how these uniforms have come to represent the team, its players, and its
passionate fan base.

Origins and Early Years (1972-1979)

The Edmonton Oilers were founded in 1972 as part of the World Hockey
Association (WHA). Their original uniform featured a classic design that set
the tone for their future identity.

Initial Uniform Design

- Colors: The original colors were a mix of blue, orange, and white, which
would become synonymous with the franchise.
- Logo: The first logo was a simple, bold design featuring an orange and blue
circle with the word "Oilers" emblazoned across it, along with an oil drop
symbolizing the city's oil industry.

This design was reflective of the time, focusing on boldness and clarity. The
Oilers continued to use this style through their WHA years, culminating in a
championship win in 1975.



Transition to the NHL (1979-1987)

In 1979, the Oilers made the leap to the NHL, and with it came a new era of
uniform design.

Introduction of the "Copper and Blue" Era

- Design Changes: The uniforms were updated to include a more prominent logo
and a more streamlined look. The colors remained the same, but the addition
of copper as a secondary color gave the team a unique identity.
- Home and Away Jerseys: The home jersey featured a blue base, while the away
jersey was predominantly white with blue and copper accents.

During this period, the Oilers established themselves as a powerhouse in the
league, winning multiple Stanley Cups. The uniforms became iconic, largely
due to the team's star players, including Wayne Gretzky, Mark Messier, and
Paul Coffey.

The Glory Years (1987-1994)

The late 1980s and early 1990s were the pinnacle of the Oilers' success, and
their uniforms reflected their status.

Refining the Look

- Minor Adjustments: The logo was slightly refined, and the jersey design
became more modern with updated striping patterns.
- Increased Popularity: The Oilers' winning streak made their uniforms highly
sought after by fans, leading to a significant increase in merchandise sales.

The combination of success on the ice and the appealing uniform design helped
solidify the Oilers' place in hockey history.

Rebranding and the Return to Tradition
(1994-2007)

Following the departure of many star players and a decline in performance,
the Oilers underwent a significant rebranding in the mid-1990s.



New Directions

- Introduction of New Colors: The team experimented with a darker blue and
introduced a more aggressive design that did not resonate well with fans.
- Mixed Reactions: The new uniforms were met with mixed reviews, with many
long-time fans expressing nostalgia for the classic copper and blue look.

Despite the push for a new identity, the Oilers struggled to find their
footing in the league, which ultimately led to a reevaluation of their
branding strategy.

Back to the Future (2007-Present)

In 2007, the Edmonton Oilers embraced their history by reverting to a design
that closely resembled their original uniforms.

Modern Vintage Look

- Revival of Classic Elements: The return to a more traditional color scheme
of blue, orange, and white was celebrated by fans. The Oilers reintroduced
the iconic oil drop logo with a fresh modern twist.
- Home and Away Jerseys: The home jersey returned to a vibrant blue, while
the away jersey also incorporated the classic orange accents, creating a
visually stunning contrast.

The new uniforms have been well received, reflecting the team's storied past
while embracing a modern aesthetic. The Oilers have seen a resurgence in
popularity, aided by the emergence of new stars like Connor McDavid and Leon
Draisaitl.

Special and Alternate Jerseys

Throughout their history, the Oilers have also introduced various special and
alternate jerseys to commemorate specific events, anniversaries, or causes.

Notable Special Editions

- Heritage Classic: The Oilers wore retro-style jerseys during the 2003
Heritage Classic, a game that showcased their historical significance in the
NHL.
- Throwback Nights: The team has occasionally donned throwback jerseys that
pay homage to their WHA roots, allowing fans to relive the glory days.



- Special Causes: Jerseys have also been created for charity events, such as
“Hockey Fights Cancer” nights, further enhancing the team's community
involvement.

These special editions not only serve as a nod to the team's past but also
engage fans and foster a sense of community.

Conclusion

The Edmonton Oilers uniform history is a testament to the team's evolution
and resilience, reflecting changes in design trends, team performance, and
fan sentiment. The journey from their early WHA days to their current modern
vintage look illustrates how the Oilers have maintained their identity while
adapting to the ever-changing landscape of professional hockey.

As the team continues to grow and evolve, one thing remains clear: the
Oilers' uniforms are more than just fabric; they represent a legacy of
excellence, hard work, and a deep connection to the city of Edmonton and its
fans. Looking ahead, the Oilers will undoubtedly continue to honor their past
while striving for future success, all showcased through their iconic
uniforms.

Frequently Asked Questions

When did the Edmonton Oilers first wear their iconic
blue and orange colors?
The Edmonton Oilers first wore their iconic blue and orange colors in the
1972-73 season when they were part of the World Hockey Association (WHA).

What significant design change occurred to the
Oilers' uniforms in the 1996 season?
In the 1996 season, the Oilers introduced a new uniform design that featured
a more streamlined look with a darker blue and a modernized logo.

What is the significance of the Oilers' third jersey
introduced in 2001?
The Oilers' third jersey introduced in 2001 paid homage to the team's WHA
roots, featuring a retro design that included the original logo and colors.

Which year did the Oilers switch back to their



classic uniform design?
The Oilers switched back to their classic uniform design in the 2007-08
season, reinstating the traditional blue and orange look that fans loved.

How many different primary logo designs have the
Oilers used since their inception?
The Oilers have used four different primary logo designs since their
inception in 1972.

What was the major uniform change the Oilers made in
2017?
In 2017, the Oilers debuted a new alternate jersey that featured a navy blue
color scheme and a modernized version of their classic logo.

Did the Oilers ever wear white uniforms as their
primary home jerseys?
Yes, the Oilers wore white uniforms as their primary home jerseys during the
1987-88 season before reverting back to blue as the primary color.

What is the significance of the orange jersey
introduced in 2015?
The orange jersey introduced in 2015 was part of the Oilers' new branding
strategy, intended to modernize their image while still honoring their
history.

Which player is most famously associated with the
Oilers’ original uniforms?
Wayne Gretzky is the player most famously associated with the Oilers’
original uniforms, as he played a significant part of his career with the
team during its early years.

What inspired the design of the Oilers' uniforms in
the late 1980s?
The design of the Oilers' uniforms in the late 1980s was inspired by the
team's success during that period, incorporating bold colors and a more
aggressive look to match their playing style.
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