
Easiest Ukulele Songs To Play

Easiest ukulele songs to play are a great way for beginners to dive into the world of
music. The ukulele, with its cheerful sound and relatively simple chord structure, is an
excellent instrument for those just starting their musical journey. In this article, we will
explore some of the easiest songs to play on the ukulele, covering everything from classic
hits to modern favorites. We’ll also discuss tips for beginners, essential chords, and
resources to help you learn.

Why Choose the Ukulele?

The ukulele is often praised for its light weight and portability, making it an ideal choice
for beginners. Here are a few reasons why the ukulele stands out:

- Easy to Learn: With only four strings and a small fretboard, it’s easier to form chords
compared to other instruments like the guitar.
- Affordability: Ukuleles are generally less expensive than guitars or pianos, making them
accessible for beginners.
- Versatility: The ukulele can be used across various music genres, from pop and rock to
jazz and traditional Hawaiian music.



Essential Chords for Beginners

Before diving into specific songs, it's important to familiarize yourself with some basic
ukulele chords. Here are six essential chords that will be used in many of the easiest
songs:

1. C Major: Place your ring finger on the third fret of the bottom string (A string).
2. G Major: Place your index finger on the second fret of the C string, your middle finger
on the second fret of the A string, and your ring finger on the third fret of the E string.
3. F Major: Place your index finger on the first fret of the E string and your middle finger
on the second fret of the G string.
4. A Minor: Place your middle finger on the second fret of the G string.
5. D Major: Place your index finger on the second fret of the G string, your middle finger
on the second fret of the C string, and your ring finger on the second fret of the E string.
6. E Minor: Place your index finger on the second fret of the A string, your middle finger
on the third fret of the E string, and your ring finger on the fourth fret of the C string.

Top 10 Easiest Ukulele Songs to Play

Now that you’re familiar with some basic chords, let’s take a look at some of the easiest
songs you can start playing today.

1. "You Are My Sunshine"

- Chords: C, C7, F, G7
- Why It’s Easy: This classic song features simple chords that are easy to switch between,
making it a perfect choice for beginners.

2. "I’m Yours" by Jason Mraz

- Chords: G, D, Em, C
- Why It’s Easy: This easy-going tune uses just four chords throughout the entire song,
allowing you to focus on your strumming.

3. "Riptide" by Vance Joy

- Chords: Am, G, C, F
- Why It’s Easy: This modern hit features a repeating chord progression that makes it easy
to learn and play along.



4. "Somewhere Over the Rainbow" by Israel
Kamakawiwo'ole

- Chords: C, Em, F, G
- Why It’s Easy: The gentle melody and simple chords make this song a favorite for ukulele
players.

5. "Stand By Me" by Ben E. King

- Chords: C, Am, F, G
- Why It’s Easy: The iconic chord progression is simple and repetitive, making it easy to
master.

6. "Let It Be" by The Beatles

- Chords: C, G, Am, F
- Why It’s Easy: This timeless classic uses a straightforward chord progression that is
great for beginners.

7. "Happy Birthday"

- Chords: C, G7, F
- Why It’s Easy: This familiar tune is a great way to practice your chords while celebrating
special occasions.

8. "Jingle Bells"

- Chords: C, E7, F, G7
- Why It’s Easy: Perfect for the holiday season, this song uses simple chords and a catchy
melody.

9. "Cecilia" by Simon & Garfunkel

- Chords: C, G, Am, F
- Why It’s Easy: The repetitive nature of the chords makes it easy to pick up and play
along.



10. "Count on Me" by Bruno Mars

- Chords: C, Am, F, G
- Why It’s Easy: This uplifting song features a simple chord structure that’s perfect for
beginners to learn.

Tips for Learning Ukulele

As you embark on your ukulele journey, consider these helpful tips to make the learning
process smoother:

- Practice Regularly: Consistency is key. Set aside time each day to practice your chords
and songs.
- Use a Metronome: A metronome can help you keep a steady rhythm as you practice
strumming patterns and transitions between chords.
- Play Along with Songs: Use backing tracks or play along with recordings of the songs
you’re learning. This will help you develop your timing and ear for music.
- Record Yourself: Listening to recordings of your playing can help you identify areas for
improvement and track your progress.
- Join a Community: Consider joining a ukulele group or online forum where you can
connect with other players, share tips, and even participate in group play-alongs.

Resources for Learning Ukulele

To enhance your learning experience, utilize various resources available online and offline:

- YouTube Tutorials: Countless ukulele tutorials are available on YouTube, providing visual
guidance to help you learn new songs and techniques.
- Ukulele Apps: Apps like "Yousician" and "Ukulele Tabs" offer interactive lessons and
chord charts that can be extremely helpful.
- Books and Method Guides: Consider investing in beginner ukulele books that provide
structured lessons and songbooks tailored for new players.

Conclusion

In conclusion, easiest ukulele songs to play can be a fun and rewarding way to start
your musical journey. With just a few basic chords and a selection of simple songs, you’ll
be strumming along in no time. Remember to practice regularly, utilize available
resources, and most importantly, enjoy the process of learning and making music!
Whether you're playing for yourself, friends, or family, the joy of playing the ukulele is
sure to bring smiles all around.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are some of the easiest ukulele songs for
beginners?
Some of the easiest ukulele songs for beginners include 'You Are My Sunshine', 'Twinkle
Twinkle Little Star', 'Row, Row, Row Your Boat', 'Happy Birthday', and 'Stand By Me'.

Which song has the simplest chord progression for
ukulele?
A popular choice for simple chord progressions is 'Cecilia' by Simon & Garfunkel, which
primarily uses the chords C, G, and F.

Are there any popular songs with just two chords for
ukulele?
Yes, 'Jambalaya (On the Bayou)' by Hank Williams and 'Achy Breaky Heart' by Billy Ray
Cyrus are both playable with just two chords: C and G.

What ukulele songs can I play with only four chords?
Songs like 'Let It Be' by The Beatles, 'Someone Like You' by Adele, and 'I’m Yours' by
Jason Mraz can all be played using the four chords C, G, Am, and F.

Can you recommend easy ukulele songs for kids?
Easy ukulele songs for kids include 'The Lion Sleeps Tonight', 'If You're Happy and You
Know It', and 'Old MacDonald Had a Farm'.

What is a good resource for finding easy ukulele tabs?
Websites like Ultimate Guitar, Ukulele Tabs, and YouTube tutorials are great resources for
finding easy ukulele tabs.

Are there any seasonal songs that are easy to play on
the ukulele?
Yes! 'Jingle Bells' is a classic holiday song that is easy to play on the ukulele, using simple
C, F, and G7 chords.

What are some easy pop songs that can be played on the
ukulele?
Easy pop songs for ukulele include 'Riptide' by Vance Joy, 'Counting Stars' by
OneRepublic, and 'I Will Wait' by Mumford & Sons.



How long does it take to learn easy songs on the
ukulele?
Most beginners can learn to play easy songs on the ukulele within a few days to a couple
of weeks, depending on practice frequency.

What is the easiest way to get started with playing the
ukulele?
The easiest way to get started is to learn a few basic chords (like C, G, F, and Am) and
practice simple songs that use those chords.
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