Easy Songs To Play On The Mandolin
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Easy songs to play on the mandolin are a great way to get started for both beginners
and seasoned players looking to expand their repertoire. The mandolin, with its bright,
ringing sound and unique tuning, offers a delightful way to express musicality. Whether
you're playing bluegrass, folk, or classical music, there are countless simple tunes that can
inspire and entertain. In this article, we will explore some of the easiest songs to play on
the mandolin, along with tips and resources to enhance your learning experience.

Why Choose the Mandolin?

The mandolin is an incredibly versatile instrument known for its distinct sound and
portability. Here are a few reasons why you might choose to learn the mandolin:

e Compact Size: The mandolin is small and lightweight, making it easy to carry

around.

¢ Rich History: It has a long history in various musical genres, particularly in folk and



bluegrass.

e Easy to Learn: The instrument's tuning (G-D-A-E) is similar to a violin, which can
make it easier for beginners to pick up.

e Community: There is a vibrant mandolin community with plenty of resources,
including online tutorials and local jam sessions.

Essential Techniques for Beginners

Before diving into the easy songs, it's important to master a few basic techniques that will
help you play more effectively:

1. Tuning Your Mandolin

It's crucial to have your mandolin properly tuned before playing. The standard tuning is G-
D-A-E, from the lowest to highest string. Use an electronic tuner or a tuning app to ensure
your instrument is in tune.

2. Basic Finger Positioning

Developing good finger positioning is key to playing smoothly. Ensure your fingers are
curved and your fingertips are pressing down on the strings firmly.

3. Strumming and Picking Techniques

Learn various strumming patterns and picking techniques. Experiment with alternate
picking and using a pick to achieve different sounds.

Easy Songs to Play on the Mandolin

Here are some easy songs that are perfect for beginners. Each song includes a brief
description and some tips for playing.

1. "Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star"

A classic children's song, "Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star" is an excellent choice for
beginners. The melody is simple and repetitive, making it easy to memorize.

¢ Key: C Major



e Tips: Focus on clean notes and try to play it slowly before increasing your tempo.

2. "Mary Had a Little Lamb"

Another familiar tune, "Mary Had a Little Lamb," is perfect for practicing your finger
positioning and timing.
e Key: C Major

e Tips: Use a metronome to keep your timing consistent.

3. "Ode to Joy"

Beethoven's "Ode to Joy" is not only a beautiful melody but also a great piece for
practicing your skills.
¢ Key: G Major

e Tips: Pay attention to the dynamics; try playing softly and then gradually increasing
your volume.

4. "Jingle Bells"

Perfect for the holiday season, "Jingle Bells" is an upbeat and fun song to learn.

e Key: C Major

e Tips: Focus on the rhythm; it's all about keeping the upbeat feel!

5. "Simple Gifts"

This traditional Shaker song is not only easy to play but also beautiful and melodic.

e Key: C Major

e Tips: Experiment with different picking styles to add texture to your playing.



6. "Amazing Grace"

A timeless hymn, "Amazing Grace" is simple yet deeply moving, making it a favorite among
many musicians.

e Key: G Major

e Tips: Take your time with each note and focus on conveying emotion through your
playing.

7. "You Are My Sunshine"

This folk classic is a joy to play and sing along with, making it a favorite among mandolin
players.
e Key: C Major

e Tips: Work on your strumming pattern to keep it lively.

Resources for Learning Mandolin

To enhance your learning experience, consider using the following resources:

Online Tutorials

There are numerous websites and YouTube channels dedicated to mandolin tutorials.
Some popular ones include:

e Mandolin Cafe: A comprehensive resource for mandolin players with forums, tabs,
and lessons.
¢ YouTube: Channels like “The Mandolin Teacher” offer free lessons for beginners.

e ArtistWorks: An online learning platform with video lessons from professional
musicians.



Books and Sheet Music

Investing in a good beginner's book can provide structured learning. Look for books that
include both tabs and standard notation.

Mobile Apps

Apps like “Yousician” and “Fretboard Hero” can help you practice your skills in a fun and
engaging way.

Conclusion

In conclusion, easy songs to play on the mandolin are a fantastic way to immerse
yourself in music and develop your skills. Whether you are strumming familiar tunes or
exploring new melodies, the mandolin offers endless possibilities for creativity and
enjoyment. With practice and the right resources, you'll be able to play a variety of songs
in no time. So grab your mandolin, and start strumming your way through these easy
songs! Happy playing!

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some easy songs for beginners to play on the
mandolin?

Some easy songs for beginners include 'Ode to Joy', 'Twinkle Twinkle Little Star', 'Amazing
Grace', 'Mary Had a Little Lamb’, 'Scarborough Fair', 'You Are My Sunshine', and 'Jingle
Bells'.

Are there specific genres of music that have easy
mandolin songs?

Yes, folk, bluegrass, and country genres often have easy songs for mandolin. These genres
typically feature simpler chord progressions and melodies that are accessible for
beginners.

What are some tips for playing easy mandolin songs
effectively?

Practice regularly, start slow, focus on clean notes, use a metronome to keep time, and
break the song into smaller sections to master each part before putting it all together.

Can I find free resources for easy mandolin songs



online?

Yes, there are many websites offering free tabs and sheet music for easy mandolin songs,
such as Ultimate Guitar, MandoTabs, and various YouTube tutorials.

What are some popular children's songs that can be
easily played on the mandolin?

Popular children's songs that are easy to play include '‘Row, Row, Row Your Boat', 'The Itsy
Bitsy Spider’, 'If You're Happy and You Know It', and 'This Old Man'.

How can I find the chords for easy songs on the
mandolin?

You can find chords for easy songs on mandolin by searching for song-specific chord
charts online, using chordbooks, or exploring mandolin forums where users share their
arrangements.

Are there any easy mandolin songs that are good for
jamming?
Yes, songs like 'Cripple Creek’, 'Wildwood Flower', and 'Whiskey Before Breakfast' are

great for jamming as they have simple chord progressions and are commonly played in
jams.
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Discover easy songs to play on the mandolin that beginners will love! Enhance your skills and enjoy
making music. Learn more in our comprehensive guide!
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