
Edgar Allan Poe The Raven Movie

Edgar Allan Poe The Raven Movie is a fascinating exploration of the life and
works of one of America's most iconic literary figures, Edgar Allan Poe. The
film, released in 2012, is a fictionalized account that blends elements of
horror, mystery, and biography into a thrilling narrative. Directed by James
McTeigue and starring John Cusack as Poe, the movie delves into the darker
aspects of the writer's life while intertwining his famous poem, "The Raven,"
into a dramatic storyline. This article aims to provide a comprehensive
overview of the movie, analyzing its themes, characters, and the historical
context surrounding Edgar Allan Poe.



Overview of Edgar Allan Poe's Life

Before diving into the movie, it's essential to understand the life of Edgar
Allan Poe, whose troubled existence greatly influenced his writing.

Early Life

- Birth and Family: Edgar Allan Poe was born on January 19, 1809, in Boston,
Massachusetts. His parents were both actors, but his father abandoned the
family, and his mother died of tuberculosis when Poe was only three years
old.
- Foster Care: Poe was taken in by John and Frances Allan, a wealthy couple
from Richmond, Virginia. Although he was never formally adopted, he took
their surname.

Education and Struggles

- University of Virginia: Poe attended the University of Virginia, where he
excelled academically but fell into gambling debt, leading to a rift with his
foster father.
- Military Career: After leaving the university, he enlisted in the United
States Army under an assumed name, eventually rising to the rank of sergeant
major.
- Literary Career: Poe began publishing poetry and short stories, gaining
some recognition but also facing many personal tragedies, including the death
of his wife, Virginia Clemm.

Literary Contributions

Poe is best known for his macabre and gothic tales, as well as his poetry.
His major works include:

1. "The Tell-Tale Heart"
2. "The Fall of the House of Usher"
3. "The Cask of Amontillado"
4. "The Raven" (1845)

"The Raven," in particular, became one of his most famous poems, exploring
themes of madness, loss, and despair.



Plot Summary of The Raven Movie

The 2012 film, "The Raven," imagines a scenario in which Poe becomes
embroiled in a series of murders that mimic the gruesome details of his own
writings.

Setting and Atmosphere

Set in 1849 Baltimore, the film captures the dark and moody atmosphere
typical of Poe's work. The city is shrouded in fog and shadows, creating a
sense of dread and anticipation as the story unfolds.

Main Characters

- Edgar Allan Poe (John Cusack): The protagonist, a troubled poet struggling
with personal demons, finds himself in a race against time to stop a killer.
- Emily (Alice Eve): Poe's love interest, whose abduction by the murderer
propels Poe into the heart of the mystery.
- Detective Fields (Luke Evans): A police detective who reluctantly teams up
with Poe to solve the murders.
- The Killer: An enigmatic figure who uses Poe's works as inspiration for his
crimes.

Key Plot Points

1. Murders Begin: The film opens with a gruesome murder, setting the tone for
the ensuing chaos. The killer uses Poe's stories as a template for his grisly
acts.
2. Poe's Involvement: As the murders continue, Poe becomes a suspect but is
soon enlisted by Detective Fields to help capture the killer.
3. Emily's Kidnapping: The stakes rise when Emily is kidnapped, forcing Poe
to confront his fears and insecurities.
4. Climactic Confrontation: The film builds toward a tense climax that
challenges Poe's intellect and emotional strength, revealing the depths of
his character.

Thematic Elements

The Raven movie explores several significant themes that resonate with both
the life of Poe and his literary works.



Madness and Obsession

Poe's struggles with mental health are mirrored in the film, as the
characters grapple with their obsessions. The killer’s fixation on Poe's
stories highlights the fine line between genius and madness.

Love and Loss

The relationship between Poe and Emily serves as a poignant reminder of the
love Poe lost through the death of his wife. This theme of love intertwined
with loss is central to much of Poe's poetry, particularly in "The Raven."

Art and Reality

The film raises questions about the relationship between an artist's work and
their reality. As Poe becomes entwined in the murders, the line between
fiction and reality blurs, emphasizing the influence of his literature on the
world around him.

Cinematic Techniques

James McTeigue employs various cinematic techniques to create a haunting
atmosphere that is reminiscent of Poe's writing.

Cinematography

- Lighting: Dark, shadowy scenes enhance the film's gothic tone, making the
audience feel the weight of despair that permeates Poe's works.
- Camera Angles: Unconventional angles and close-ups intensify the emotional
stakes, drawing the viewer into Poe's tortured psyche.

Soundtrack and Score

The score, composed by Lucas Vidal, utilizes haunting melodies that evoke a
sense of dread. The music complements the film’s visuals, enhancing the
emotional impact of key scenes.



Reception and Impact

Upon its release, "The Raven" received mixed reviews from critics and
audiences alike, with some praising Cusack's performance while others
criticized the film's pacing and plot.

Critical Reception

- Positive Aspects: Many appreciated the film's atmospheric setting and the
way it drew on Poe's literary themes. Cusack's portrayal of the enigmatic
poet was noted for its depth.
- Negative Feedback: Critics pointed out that the film's reliance on genre
tropes made it less innovative and criticized its deviation from historical
accuracy.

Cultural Impact

Despite the mixed reviews, "The Raven" contributed to the ongoing fascination
with Edgar Allan Poe and his works. It introduced a new generation to the
themes and characters that populate Poe's stories, sparking renewed interest
in his literature.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Edgar Allan Poe The Raven Movie serves as a thrilling homage
to one of literature's most significant figures. By intertwining elements of
horror, romance, and biography, the film captures the essence of Poe's life
and works. While it may not be a definitive biopic, it successfully evokes
the spirit of Poe's writing, immersing the audience in a world of gothic
horror and profound emotion. As audiences continue to explore the rich
tapestry of Poe's life and literature, "The Raven" stands as a testament to
his enduring legacy in both literature and film.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of the movie 'The Raven'
inspired by Edgar Allan Poe's poem?
The main theme revolves around the exploration of grief, loss, and the
descent into madness, reflecting Poe's own struggles with these emotions.



How does the movie 'The Raven' differ from Edgar
Allan Poe's original poem?
While the movie incorporates elements from the poem, it expands the narrative
by adding a fictional murder mystery plot, blending biographical elements of
Poe's life with a thriller storyline.

Who plays the lead role of Edgar Allan Poe in 'The
Raven'?
John Cusack plays the lead role of Edgar Allan Poe in the movie 'The Raven'.

What is the significance of the raven in both the
poem and the movie?
The raven symbolizes death and the haunting nature of memory, serving as a
reminder of loss and the inevitability of despair in both the poem and the
movie's plot.

Was 'The Raven' well received by critics and
audiences?
The movie received mixed reviews, with some praising its atmospheric style
and Cusack's performance, while others criticized its deviation from Poe's
literary themes.
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