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EbucATION LAWS IN CALIFORNIA PLAY A CRUCIAL ROLE IN SHAPING THE EDUCATIONAL LANDSCAPE OF THE STATE. THESE LAWS
GOVERN EVERYTHING FROM THE FUNDING OF SCHOOLS TO THE RIGHTS OF STUDENTS AND TEACHERS, ENSURING THAT THE
EDUCATIONAL ENVIRONMENT IS EQUITABLE, INCLUSIVE, AND CONDUCIVE TO LEARNING. As CALIFORNIA IS KNOWN FOR ITS
DIVERSE POPULATION AND PROGRESSIVE VALUES, THE EDUCATION LAWS REFLECT A COMMITMENT TO ADDRESSING THE UNIQUE
NEEDS OF VARIOUS COMMUNITIES. THIS ARTICLE EXPLORES THE KEY COMPONENTS OF EDUCATION LAWS IN CALIFORNIA/
INCLUDING FUNDING MECHANISMS, TEACHER QUALIFICATIONS, STUDENT RIGHTS, AND RECENT LEGISLATIVE CHANGES THAT IMPACT
EDUCATION.

FUNDING MECHANISMS

THE FUNDING OF PUBLIC EDUCATION IN CALIFORNIA IS PRIMARILY DERIVED FROM A COMBINATION OF STATE, FEDERAL, AND LOCAL
SOURCES. THE LAWS GOVERNING THIS FUNDING ARE COMPLEX AND AIM TO ENSURE EQUITABLE DISTRIBUTION ACROSS VARIOUS
DISTRICTS.

ProPosiTION 98

ONE OF THE MOST SIGNIFICANT PIECES OF LEGISLATION AFFECTING EDUCATION FUNDING IS PROPOSITION 98, PASSED IN 1988.
|T ESTABLISHED A MINIMUM FUNDING GUARANTEE FOR K- 14 EDUCATION (WHICH INCLUDES K-12 SCHOOLS AND COMMUNITY
COLLEGES) BASED ON THE STATE'S REVENUE.

- KEY FEATURES OF PROPOSITION 98 INCLUDE:

1. A FORMULA THAT GUARANTEES A MINIMUM PERCENTAGE OF THE STATE'S GENERAL FUND FOR EDUCATION.

2. THE REQUIREMENT THAT FUNDING LEVELS BE ADJUSTED BASED ON ECONOMIC CONDITIONS, ENSURING THAT DURING
PROSPEROUS YEARS, EDUCATION FUNDING INCREASES.

3. PROVISIONS THAT ALLOW FOR A “MAINTENANCE FACTOR,” WHICH ENSURES THAT IF FUNDING FALLS BELOW THE GUARANTEE,
THE DIFFERENCE MUST BE MADE UP IN FUTURE YEARS.

LocaL ConTroL Funbing FormuLA (LCFF)

IN 2013, CALIFORNIA INTRODUCED THE LoCAL CoNTROL FUNDING FORMULA, WHICH FUNDAMENTALLY CHANGED HOW SCHOOLS
RECEIVE FUNDING.



- Key AspecTs ofF THE LCFF INCLUDE:

1. A BASE FUNDING AMOUNT FOR EACH STUDENT, WITH ADDITIONAL FUNDING FOR LOW-INCOME STUDENTS, ENGLISH LEARNERS,
AND FOSTER YOUTH.

2. INCREASED FLEXIBILITY FOR SCHOOL DISTRICTS IN HOW THEY ALLOCATE FUNDS, ALLOWING THEM TO TAILOR PROGRAMS TO
THEIR STUDENT POPULATIONS.

3. THE REQUIREMENT FOR DISTRICTS TO ENGAGE STAKEHOLDERS IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF LocAL CONTROL AND
AccouNTABILITY PLANS (LCAPS), WHICH OUTLINE HOW FUNDS WILL BE SPENT TO IMPROVE STUDENT OUTCOMES.

TeACHER QUALIFICATIONS AND STANDARDS

CALIFORNIA PLACES A STRONG EMPHASIS ON THE QUALIFICATIONS AND PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS OF ITS EDUCATORS. THE
LAWS GOVERNING TEACHER QUALIFICATIONS ARE DESIGNED TO ENSURE THAT STUDENTS RECEIVE HIGH-QUALITY INSTRUCTION.

CREDENTIALING PROCESS

To TEACH IN CALIFORNIA, INDIVIDUALS MUST OBTAIN A TEACHING CREDENTIAL, WHICH INVOLVES SEVERAL STEPS!

1. EbucATION REQUIREMENTS: CANDIDATES MUST HAVE A BACHELOR'S DEGREE FROM AN ACCREDITED INSTITUTION, COMPLETE A
TEACHER PREPARATION PROGRAM, AND PASS THE NECESSARY EXAMINATIONS, INCLUDING THE CALIFORNIA BASIC EDUCATIONAL
SkiLLs TesT (CBEST) anD THE CALIFORNIA SUBJECT EXAMINATIONS FOR TEACHERS (CSET).

2. BACkGROUND CHECKS: ALL PROSPECTIVE TEACHERS MUST UNDERGO A CRIMINAL BACKGROUND CHECK THROUGH THE
CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE AND THE FBI.

3. INbUCTION PROGRAMS: NEW TEACHERS ARE REQUIRED TO PARTICIPATE IN A TWO-YEAR INDUCTION PROGRAM TO SUPPORT
THEIR PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT.

ProFeEssIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND EVALUATION

CALIFORNIA LAW MANDATES THAT TEACHERS ENGAGE IN ONGOING PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND EVALUATION TO ENSURE
CONTINUOUS IMPROVEMENT IN TEACHING PRACTICES.

- PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT REQUIREMENTS INCLUDE:
- REGULAR TRAINING ON INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES, CLASSROOM MANAGEMENT, AND EDUCATIONAL TECHNOLOGY.
- PARTICIPATION IN \WORKSHOPS, CONFERENCES, AND COLLABORATIVE LEARNING COMMUNITIES.

- TEACHER EVALUATIONS ARE TYPICALLY BASED ON:
- CLASSROOM OBSERVATIONS BY ADMINISTRATORS.

- STUDENT PERFORMANCE DATA.
- SELF-REFLECTION AND PROFESSIONAL GROWTH GOALS.

STUDENT RIGHTS AND PROTECTIONS

EbucATION LAWS IN CALIFORNIA ALSO FOCUS ON PROTECTING THE RIGHTS OF STUDENTS AND ENSURING A SAFE AND
SUPPORTIVE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT.

ANTI-DISCRIMINATION LAWS



CALIFORNIA HAS ROBUST LAWS PROHIBITING DISCRIMINATION AND HARASSMENT IN SCHOOLS BASED ON VARIOUS FACTORS:

- PROTECTED CATEGORIES INCLUDE:
1. RACE AND ETHNICITY.

2. GENDER AND SEXUAL ORIENTATION.
3. DISABILITY STATUS.

4. RELIGION.

THESE LAWS ARE ENFORCED BY THE CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FAIR EMPLOYMENT AND Housing (DFEH) AND THE OFFICE FOR
CiviL RigHTs (OCR) wiITHIN THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION.

SPECIAL EDUCATION RIGHTS

CALIFORNIA ADHERES TO BOTH THE INDIVIDUALS WITH DisagiLITIES EbucaTioN AcT (IDEA) AND STATE-SPECIFIC LAWS TO
ENSURE THAT STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES RECEIVE A FREE APPROPRIATE PUBLIC EDUCATION (FAPE).

- KEY PROVISIONS INCLUDE:

- INDIVIDUALIZED EDUCATION PrOGRAMS (IEPS) THAT OUTLINE THE SPECIFIC EDUCATIONAL SERVICES AND SUPPORTS A
STUDENT REQUIRES.

- THE RIGHT TO PARTICIPATE IN EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES AND RECEIVE ACCOMMODATIONS TO ENSURE EQUAL ACCESS.
- PROCEDURAL SAFEGUARDS THAT PROTECT THE RIGHTS OF STUDENTS AND THEIR FAMILIES DURING THE EVALUATION AND
PLACEMENT PROCESSES.

ReCeNT LeGISLATIVE CHANGES

CALIFORNIA’S EDUCATION LAWS ARE CONSTANTLY EVOLVING TO ADDRESS EMERGING ISSUES AND THE NEEDS OF ITS DIVERSE
STUDENT POPULATION. RECENT LEGISLATIVE CHANGES HAVE AIMED TO IMPROVE EDUCATIONAL EQUITY AND ACCESS.

AssemeLY BiLL 130 (2021)

THIS BILL EXPANDED THE OPTIONS FOR STUDENTS TO PARTICIPATE IN INDEPENDENT STUDY PROGRAMS, ESPECIALLY IN LIGHT OF
THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC.

- KEY ASPECTS INCLUDE:

- REQUIREMENTS FOR SCHOOL DISTRICTS TO OFFER INDEPENDENT STUDY AS AN OPTION FOR ALL STUDENTS.

- MANDATES FOR REGULAR COMMUNICATION AND ENGAGEMENT BETWEEN TEACHERS AND STUDENTS IN INDEPENDENT STUDY
PROGRAMS.

- PROVISIONS FOR ENSURING THAT STUDENTS HAVE ACCESS TO NECESSARY RESOURCES, INCLUDING TECHNOLOGY AND
CURRICULAR MATERIALS.

SeNATE BiLL 328 (2019)

THIS LAW AIMED TO ADDRESS THE ISSUE OF SCHOOL START TIMES TO PROMOTE BETTER HEALTH AND ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE
AMONG STUDENTS.

- KEY PROVISIONS INCLUDE:

- HIGH SCHOOLS ARE REQUIRED TO START NO EARLIER THAN 8:30 AM.

- MIDDLE SCHOOLS MUST START NO EARLIER THAN 8:00 AM.

- THE INTENT IS TO ALIGN SCHOOL SCHEDULES WITH RESEARCH ON ADOLESCENT SLEEP PATTERNS TO IMPROVE STUDENT WELL-
BEING AND PERFORMANCE.



CoNcCLUSION

IN CONCLUSION, EDUCATION LAWS IN CALIFORNIA ARE COMPREHENSIVE AND MULTIFACETED, REFLECTING THE STATE'S
COMMITMENT TO PROVIDING EQUITABLE, HIGH-QUALITY EDUCATION FOR ALL STUDENTS. FROM FUNDING MECHANISMS LIKE
ProprosITION 98 AND THE LocAL CONTROL FUNDING FORMULA TO STRINGENT TEACHER CREDENTIALING REQUIREMENTS AND
ROBUST PROTECTIONS FOR STUDENTS, CALIFORNIA'S EDUCATION LAWS AIM TO FOSTER AN INCLUSIVE AND EFFECTIVE LEARNING
ENVIRONMENT. AS THE STATE CONTINUES TO ADAPT TO NEW CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES, THESE LAWS WILL EVOLVE TO
MEET THE NEEDS OF ITS DIVERSE POPULATION, ENSURING THAT EVERY STUDENT HAS THE CHANCE TO SUCCEED. UNDERST ANDING
THESE LAWS IS ESSENTIAL FOR EDUCATORS, PARENTS, AND STUDENTS ALIKE AS THEY NAVIGATE THE EDUCATIONAL LANDSCAPE
IN CALIFORNIA.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT ARE THE KEY PROVISIONS OF THE CALIFORNIA EDUCATION CODE?

THe CALIFORNIA EDUCATION CODE OUTLINES THE LAWS GOVERNING PUBLIC EDUCATION IN THE STATE, INCLUDING REGULATIONS
ON FUNDING, STUDENT RIGHTS, TEACHER QUALIFICATIONS, CURRICULUM STANDARDS, AND THE ADMINISTRATION OF SCHOOL
DISTRICTS.

How poes CALIFORNIA LAW ADDRESS STUDENT MENTAL HEALTH IN SCHOOLS?

CALIFORNIA LAW MANDATES THAT SCHOOLS IMPLEMENT MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES AND PROGRAMS, REQUIRING DISTRICTS TO
PROVIDE ACCESS TO COUNSELING AND SUPPORT FOR STUDENTS, ESPECIALLY IN RESPONSE TO CRISES AND TO PROMOTE OVERALL
\WELL-BEING.

WHAT 1S THE CALIFORNIA HEALTHY YOUTH ACT AND WHAT DOES IT REQUIRE?

THe CALIFORNIA HEALTHY YoUTH ACT REQUIRES PUBLIC SCHOOLS TO PROVIDE COMPREHENSIVE SEXUAL HEALTH EDUCATION
AND HIV PREVENTION EDUCATION TO STUDENTS IN GRADES /-1 2/ ENSURING THAT THE CURRICULUM IS MEDICALLY ACCURATE
AND AGE-APPROPRIATE.

WHAT PROTECTIONS DOES CALIFORNIA LAW OFFER FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES?

CALIFORNIA LAW, INCLUDING THE INDIVIDUALS WITH DiSABILITIES EDUCATION AcT (IDEA) AND THE CALIFORNIA EDUCATION
CODE, ENSURES THAT STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES RECEIVE FREE APPROPRIATE PuBLIC EpucaTION (FAPE), ACCESS TO
NECESSARY ACCOMMODATIONS, AND PROTECTIONS AGAINST DISCRIMINATION.

\WHAT RECENT CHANGES HAVE BEEN MADE TO CALIFORNIA’S CHARTER SCHOOL LAWS?

RECENT CHANGES TO CALIFORNIA'S CHARTER SCHOOL LAWS INCLUDE INCREASED OVERSIGHT AND ACCOUNTABILITY MEASURES,
SUCH AS REQUIREMENTS FOR CHARTER SCHOOLS TO DEMONSTRATE FINANCIAL VIABILITY AND ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE, AS WELL
AS REGULATIONS CONCERNING RENEW AL AND CLOSURE PROCESSES.
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