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If you're considering maximizing space in your home, an easy DIY Murphy bed cutting guide can be a
game-changer. A Murphy bed, also known as a wall bed, allows you to fold a bed into the wall when
not in use, freeing up floor space for other activities. This guide will walk you through the process of
creating your own Murphy bed, complete with detailed cutting instructions, material lists, and
assembly tips to ensure a successful project.

Understanding Murphy Beds

Murphy beds have been a popular solution for small living spaces, providing a dual function of a bed
and a living area. Before diving into the cutting guide, it’s essential to understand the components
and types of Murphy beds available.

Types of Murphy Beds

1. Horizontal Murphy Bed: Ideal for rooms with limited height but ample width, this type folds
horizontally.
2. Vertical Murphy Bed: Most common, this bed folds up into the wall vertically and is suitable for
typical ceiling heights.
3. Corner Murphy Bed: Designed to fit into a corner of the room, maximizing space even further.



Materials Needed

Before you begin cutting, gather all necessary materials. Here’s a quick list:

- Plywood: ¾ inch thick for the bed frame and base.
- 2x4 lumber: For the bed supports and framework.
- Murphy bed hardware kit: Includes hinges, brackets, and bed lift mechanisms.
- Wood screws: For assembling the frames and securing joints.
- Wood glue: For extra support.
- Sandpaper: To smooth edges and surfaces.
- Finish (optional): Paint or stain to match your decor.

Tools Required

Having the right tools can make the cutting and assembly process much easier:

- Circular saw: For straight cuts on plywood and lumber.
- Drill: For making holes and driving screws.
- Measuring tape: To measure materials accurately.
- Square: To ensure your cuts are straight and angles are correct.
- Clamps: For holding pieces in place while assembling.

Measuring and Planning Your Murphy Bed

Proper measurements are crucial for a successful Murphy bed project. Follow these steps:

1. Determine the Bed Size: Decide between a twin, full, queen, or king size bed.
2. Measure the Space: Ensure that the wall where the bed will be mounted has enough height and
width to accommodate the bed when it’s folded up.
3. Sketch Your Design: Draw a rough sketch of your Murphy bed, including dimensions and where you
want the bed to fold.

Cutting Guide for Your Murphy Bed

Now that you have your materials, tools, and measurements, it’s time to start cutting. Follow this
detailed cutting guide:

1. Cutting the Plywood

- Bed Platform: Measure and cut a piece of plywood for the bed platform. Common sizes are:
- Twin: 38” x 75”



- Full: 54” x 75”
- Queen: 60” x 80”
- King: 76” x 80”

- Side Panels: Cut two pieces of plywood for the side panels, approximately 18” wide and the same
length as the bed platform.

- Top and Bottom Panels: Cut two additional pieces that match the width of the side panels, typically
54” for a queen bed.

2. Cutting the Lumber

- Support Framework: Cut several lengths of 2x4 lumber:
- Two pieces for the headboard (the same width as your bed platform).
- Two pieces for the footboard (same length as the side panels).
- Additional pieces for horizontal support beams, spaced evenly across the width of the bed.

3. Additional Components

- Legs: If your design includes foldable legs, cut two additional 2x4s to the desired height.
- Brackets and Hinges: Keep these components aside for later installation.

Assembly Instructions

Once you have all your pieces cut, it’s time to assemble your Murphy bed.

1. Construct the Bed Frame

- Build the Frame: Start by constructing a rectangular frame using your 2x4 lumber. Use wood screws
and glue for added strength.

- Attach the Platform: Secure the plywood bed platform onto the frame using screws.

2. Attach the Side Panels

- Position the Side Panels: Attach the side panels to the frame using hinges. Ensure they can fold up
and down smoothly.



3. Install the Murphy Bed Hardware

- Follow the Instructions: Use the Murphy bed hardware kit’s instructions to install the lift mechanism
and brackets. This step is crucial as it will determine how easily your bed opens and closes.

4. Add Finishing Touches

- Sand and Finish: Use sandpaper to smooth out any rough edges. Apply paint or stain if desired.

- Install Legs: If your design includes foldable legs, attach them now.

Final Installation

Now that your Murphy bed is assembled, it's time to install it:

1. Locate Studs: Use a stud finder to locate the wall studs where you will mount the bed.
2. Mount the Frame: Secure the bed frame to the wall using screws that penetrate the studs.
3. Test the Mechanism: Ensure the bed folds up and down smoothly before using it.

Maintenance Tips

To keep your Murphy bed in good condition, consider these maintenance tips:

- Regularly Check Screws: Ensure all screws and bolts are tight.
- Clean Surfaces: Dust and clean the bed and hardware regularly.
- Lubricate Moving Parts: Apply lubricant to hinges and lift mechanisms to keep them functioning
smoothly.

Conclusion

An easy DIY Murphy bed cutting guide can transform any small space into a multifunctional area. By
following the steps outlined in this guide, you can create a stylish and practical Murphy bed that
meets your needs. With the right materials, tools, and instructions, you can enjoy the benefits of a
Murphy bed in your home for years to come. Happy building!

Frequently Asked Questions



What materials do I need for an easy DIY Murphy bed?
You will need plywood, a mattress, hinges, a bed frame kit, wood screws, wood glue, and finish such
as paint or varnish.

How do I measure the space for a Murphy bed?
Measure the width and height of the wall where you plan to install the Murphy bed, ensuring there’s
enough clearance for the bed to open and close safely.

What tools are necessary for cutting the wood for a Murphy
bed?
You will need a circular saw or table saw, a drill, a measuring tape, a square, and safety equipment
such as goggles and gloves.

Can I customize the size of my DIY Murphy bed?
Yes, you can customize the size by adjusting the dimensions of the plywood and frame according to
your mattress size and available space.

What are some common mistakes to avoid when building a
Murphy bed?
Common mistakes include not measuring accurately, using inadequate hardware for support, and
neglecting to finish the wood properly to prevent wear and tear.

How do I ensure my Murphy bed is stable and secure?
Use high-quality hardware, ensure all screws are tightly fastened, and consider adding additional
support brackets if necessary.

Are there any online resources for DIY Murphy bed plans?
Yes, many websites offer free or paid plans, including detailed cutting guides, such as Pinterest,
YouTube, and DIY woodworking blogs.
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