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Eleanor of Aquitaine Civ 6 Guide: A Comprehensive Look at Playing Eleanor in Civilization VI

Eleanor of Aquitaine is one of the most intriguing leaders in Civilization VI, known for her unique abilities
that can significantly impact the game's dynamics. This guide aims to provide players with in-depth
strategies, tips, and insights into effectively utilizing Eleanor's strengths and navigating her weaknesses.
Whether you're a novice player or a seasoned Civ veteran, this guide will help you understand how to

leverage Eleanor’s unique traits to dominate your opponents.

Overview of Eleanor of Aquitaine

Eleanor of Aquitaine is the leader of both England and France in Civilization VI, and her playstyle
emphasizes culture, loyalty, and city management. Her abilities allow her to capitalize on cultural victories
while also exerting influence over other civilizations. Understanding her unique abilities and how they

interact with the game mechanics is crucial for maximizing her potential.

Unique Abilities

Eleanor's abilities are centered around her influence over cities and her cultural output. Here are her

primary unique abilities:

1. Court of Love:
- Eleanor's cities generate extra loyalty for other civilizations' cities within 9 tiles. This can be a powerful

tool for destabilizing opponents and enabling a peaceful takeover of their cities.



2. Cultural Diplomacy:
- Eleanor's culture can be used to generate more loyalty pressure, allowing her to maintain control over
her cities while exerting influence on neighboring ones. Cities with high loyalty can be challenging for

opponents to capture.

3. French Unique Unit - Garde Ecossaise:
- The Garde Ecossaise is a unique unit that replaces the Musketman. It has higher combat strength and can

gain bonuses from being stationed in cities with high loyalty. This makes it an excellent defensive unit.

4. English Unique Improvement - Chateaux:
- The Chateaux is a unique improvement that provides additional culture and tourism. It can be built on

tiles next to rivers and can significantly enhance your cultural output.

Strategic Approaches to Playing Eleanor

Playing as Eleanor requires a balanced approach that focuses on culture, loyalty management, and military

readiness. Here are some strategies to keep in mind:

1. Focus on Culture and Tourism

Eleanor thrives on cultural victories, so prioritizing culture and tourism is essential. Here are some tips to

enhance your cultural output:

- Build Cultural Districts: Focus on building Theatre Squares and other cultural districts early in the game
to boost your culture.

- Great People: Aim to recruit Great Artists, Writers, and Musicians to enhance your cultural output. Their
works can provide invaluable tourism.

- Chateaux Placement: Strategically place Chateaux near rivers to maximize their benefits. Each Chateaux

not only increases culture but also adds to your tourism output later in the game.

2. Manage Loyalty Effectively

Loyalty is a critical aspect of Eleanor’s gameplay. Managing loyalty can help you maintain control over

your cities and even flip neighboring cities:

- City Placement: When founding cities, consider placing them near your opponents to exert loyalty
pressure on their cities. This will make it easier to flip them later on.

- Civic Choices: Choose civics that enhance loyalty, such as those that provide loyalty bonuses to cities with



a cultural advantage.
- Cultural Influence: Focus on generating high culture output to increase your influence over neighboring

cities. A strong cultural presence can cause cities to flip to your control.

3. Military Readiness

‘While Eleanor is not primarily a military leader, having a capable defense is essential. Here’s how to

prepare:

- Defensive Units: Build Garde Ecossaise for defense and to maintain control over high-loyalty cities.

- Infrastructure: Ensure you have adequate infrastructure in your cities to support military production.
This includes barracks and armories.

- Alliances and Diplomacy: Use alliances to deter aggression from other civilizations. Your cultural

influence can also help maintain diplomatic relations.

4. Expansion and City Management

Eleanor's abilities allow for unique city management strategies, particularly in expanding your empire:

- Settling Cities: Prioritize settling cities in areas with high cultural potential and near opponents to exert
loyalty pressure.

- City Specialization: Specialize cities based on their strengths. Focus some cities on culture while others
may focus on military production or science.

- Use of Loyalty Policies: Implement loyalty-enhancing policies to maintain control over newly acquired

cities, especially those that may be at risk of flipping.

Tactics for Countering Opponents

Eleanor can be vulnerable to aggressive civilizations that prioritize military conquest. Here are some tactics

for countering opponents effectively:

1. Monitor Loyalty Pressure

Keeping an eye on loyalty pressure from neighboring civilizations is crucial. If you notice a rival increasing

their cultural output, consider the following:



- Build More Chateaux: Increase your cultural output to counteract their influence.

- Form Alliances: Work with other civilizations to limit the cultural impact of your rivals.

2. Use Cultural Diplomacy

Leverage your cultural strengths to manipulate the diplomatic landscape:

- Cultural Victory: Aim for a cultural victory to force your opponents into defensive positions, reducing
their expansion capabilities.
- Influence Other Civilizations: Use your cultural influence to sway other civilizations to your side or to

destabilize those that threaten your cities.

3. Prepare for War When Necessary

‘While Eleanor can be a pacifist leader, there may be times when war is unavoidable:

- Defensive Warfare: Use your Garde Ecossaise and other units to defend strategically important cities.
Make sure to fortify them to withstand enemy attacks.
- Counter-Invasion: If an enemy city is close to flipping, consider launching a surprise attack to regain

control rather than risking it to loyalty pressure.

Conclusion

Eleanor of Aquitaine is a unique leader in Civilization VI who brings a distinctive blend of cultural
strength and loyalty management. By focusing on culture, managing loyalty effectively, and maintaining
military readiness, players can leverage Eleanor's abilities to dominate the game. With careful planning and
strategic execution, you can guide Eleanor to victory, whether through cultural influence, diplomatic
maneuvers, or military might. Embrace her multifaceted gameplay, and watch as your civilization

flourishes under her reign.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the unique abilities of Eleanor of Aquitaine in Civ 6?

Eleanor of Aquitaine has the unique ability 'Court of Love', which allows her to gain extra loyalty from

cities in which she is a governor. Additionally, she can exert pressure on nearby cities to flip to her control.



What is the best strategy for playing as Eleanor of Aquitaine?

Focus on expanding your influence in nearby cities through culture and loyalty. Use governors effectively

to maintain loyalty and flip cities to your side, while also working on cultural victories.

How does Eleanor of Aquitaine's unique unit work?

Eleanor does not have a unique unit, but her unique ability enhances her cultural playstyle and loyalty

management, allowing for strategic advantages in both warfare and diplomacy.

Which civilizations are good opponents for Eleanor of Aquitaine?

Civilizations with strong loyalty pressure or aggressive military strategies, such as Russia or Mongolia, can

be challenging for Eleanor, as they can undermine her loyalty-based gameplay.

‘What wonders should I prioritize when playing as Eleanor of Aquitaine?

Prioritize wonders that boost culture and tourism, such as the Eiffel Tower and the Sydney Opera House, as

they will help enhance your cultural victory and loyalty pressure.

How can I effectively use governors with Eleanor of Aquitaine?

Assign governors to cities that are at risk of flipping or that you want to influence. Use the 'Amani'’
governor to increase loyalty in targeted cities and the 'Liang’ governor for additional bonuses to production

and growth.

What is the best victory type for Eleanor of Aquitaine?

Eleanor is best suited for a cultural victory, as her abilities allow her to exert pressure on nearby

civilizations and flip their cities, thereby increasing her tourism and cultural influence.

How does loyalty work in Civ 6 with Eleanor of Aquitaine?

Loyalty is a measure of how likely a city is to remain under your control. Eleanor's abilities increase loyalty

in her cities and can cause nearby cities to flip to her control if they fall below the loyalty threshold.

‘What are some good city placements for Eleanor of Aquitaine?

Focus on settling cities near cultural wonders and along coastal areas to maximize tourism and trade routes.

Also, consider locations near rival cities that you can influence for loyalty flipping.
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Boy Sibling for Eleanor? - Boy Names - Nameberry
Oct 29, 2021 - Hello! I am having a baby boy (yay!) but am COMPLETELY stumped. I had my girl
name ready to go, but I don’t know about a boy! Our daughter’s name is Eleanor Frances and ...

Twin siblings for Eleanor - General Name Discussion - Nameberry
Sep 24, 2009 - I'm having twins, a boy and a girl, and my husband and I can’t agree on names that
work with older sister [name]Eleanor[/name]. I love the quirky English names like ...

Eleanor, Elena or Ellena? (Spelling question) - Nameberry
Jul 17, 2023 - Hi everyone! I've mentioned this before, but I absolutely love the name Ell-en-uh.
However, I'm unsure how to spell it. However, my favourite spelling is Eleanor, and I ...

Eleanor, Elinor, Elanor... oh my! - Girl Names - Nameberry
Jul 22, 2023 - Eleanor/Elinor and [name f]Louisa [/name f] was my go-to sibset for a while in my
teens, but a lot of my family pronounces it with an -er ending instead of -or, and I don't ...

Nicknames for Eleanor? - Girl Names - Nameberry
Dec 7, 2013 - Lena (which I would pronounce LEE-nuh) is my favorite nn for Eleanor and what I'd
use if I could ever convince my husband to use Eleanor. I also like Leni (which I would ...

Could Elsie work as nn for Eleanor? - Girl Names - Nameberry
Jan 16, 2014 - The “ie” or “ee” ending is a common ending for nicknames, almost like a term of
affection. There are definitely bigger stretches than [name f]Eleanor [/name f] nn ...

CAF with names from birth announcements 2!
Jun 16, 2025 - More names from more birth annoucements I found... DH (39): Mason, Lucas, Crue,
Crew, Ronan, Cecilio, James DW (39): Quinn, Gianna, Ava, Aletta, Eleanor, Mia, Hazel ...

Sibling for Eleanor - Name Advice - Nameberry
Mar 10, 2019 - Eleanor Caroline is a beautiful name, so classic and elegant. The name that
immediately jumped out at me from your list is Jane. I think it’s one of the best names out ...

Eleanor, Elaine, Elizabeth, or...? EI- names! - Girl Names - Nameberry
Mar 30, 2013 - My favourite is [name]Eleanor [/name], both for reasons that you have stated and
because I just generally love the name. I probably like [name]Elizabeth [/name] a little bit more ...

Would Eleanor get shortened? - Girl Names - Nameberry
Jan 18, 2023 - Hi everyone, I really like the name Eleanor, however [ fear it would get shortened to
Ellie. It probably would on a 5 year old, but what about an 18 year old or adult? Would it be ...

Boy Sibling for Eleanor? - Boy Names - Nameberry
Oct 29, 2021 - Hello! I am having a baby boy (yay!) but am COMPLETELY stumped. I had my girl
name ready to go, but I don’t know about a boy! ...

Twin siblings for Eleanor - General Name Discussion - N...
Sep 24, 2009 - I'm having twins, a boy and a girl, and my husband and I can’t agree on names that
work with older sister [name]Eleanor[/name]. I love ...
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Eleanor, Elena or Ellena? (Spelling question) - Nameberry
Jul 17, 2023 - Hi everyone! I've mentioned this before, but I absolutely love the name Ell-en-uh.
However, I'm unsure how to spell it. However, my ...

Eleanor, Elinor, Elanor... oh my! - Girl Names - Nameberry
Jul 22, 2023 - Eleanor/Elinor and [name f]Louisa [/name f] was my go-to sibset for a while in my

teens, but a lot of my family pronounces it with an ...
Nicknames for Eleanor? - Girl Names - Nameberry

Dec 7, 2013 - Lena (which I would pronounce LEE-nuh) is my favorite nn for Eleanor and what I'd
use if I could ever convince my husband to use ...

Unlock the secrets of Eleanor of Aquitaine in Civ 6 with our comprehensive guide! Discover
strategies and tips to dominate your gameplay. Learn more now!
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