
Economies Of Colonial America Worksheet
Answer Key

Economies of colonial America worksheet answer key serves as a valuable
resource for educators and students alike, providing insights into the
economic structures that shaped the early American colonies. Understanding
the diverse economies that emerged during this period is essential for
grasping how they influenced social structures, interactions with Native
Americans, and the eventual development of the United States. This article
will delve into the various colonial economies, their characteristics, and



how they can be effectively taught and assessed using worksheets and answer
keys.

Overview of Colonial Economies

The economies of colonial America were not homogeneous; rather, they varied
significantly by region. Broadly, they can be categorized into three main
regions: the New England colonies, the Middle colonies, and the Southern
colonies. Each region developed its own unique economic activities based on
geographic factors, climate, and available resources.

New England Colonies

The New England colonies included Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode Island,
and New Hampshire. The economy in this region was heavily influenced by its
rocky terrain and harsh climate, which limited agricultural output.
Consequently, the New England economy was characterized by:

- Fishing and Whaling: The abundant coastal waters allowed for a thriving
fishing industry. Cod, mackerel, and herring were significant catches, with
whale oil becoming a valuable commodity.
- Shipbuilding: The availability of timber resources fueled a robust
shipbuilding industry, which was vital for trade and transportation.
- Trade and Commerce: New England merchants engaged in trade with Europe, the
West Indies, and other colonies, exchanging goods like rum, fish, and timber.
- Small-Scale Farming: While agriculture was not the mainstay, farmers grew
crops such as corn, wheat, and barley, primarily for subsistence.

Middle Colonies

The Middle colonies, consisting of New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and
Delaware, boasted a more diverse and prosperous economy. The fertile land and
moderate climate supported various agricultural practices, leading to:

- Grain Production: Often referred to as the "breadbasket" of colonial
America, these colonies produced large quantities of wheat, barley, and rye.
- Livestock Raising: Farmers raised cattle, sheep, and pigs, contributing to
both local consumption and trade.
- Manufacturing: The Middle colonies witnessed the emergence of small-scale
manufacturing, producing goods such as textiles, iron products, and flour.
- Diverse Trade: The region's ports, such as Philadelphia and New York City,
became bustling centers of trade, facilitating commerce with both domestic
and international markets.



Southern Colonies

The Southern colonies, which included Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina,
South Carolina, and Georgia, developed an economy primarily based on
agriculture. The warm climate and fertile soil allowed for the cultivation of
cash crops, leading to:

- Tobacco Cultivation: Tobacco became the dominant cash crop in Virginia and
Maryland, driving the economy and shaping the social structure.
- Rice and Indigo: In the Carolinas, rice and indigo emerged as significant
cash crops, requiring extensive labor forces, which led to the reliance on
enslaved labor.
- Plantation System: The Southern economy was characterized by large
plantations, where a small number of wealthy landowners controlled vast
tracts of land and employed many laborers.
- Trade Networks: The Southern colonies engaged in trade with Europe,
exporting their cash crops and importing manufactured goods.

The Role of Slavery in Colonial Economies

Slavery played a pivotal role in shaping the economies of the Southern
colonies. The demand for labor-intensive cash crops like tobacco, rice, and
indigo led to the establishment of the transatlantic slave trade. Enslaved
Africans were forcibly brought to America, where they worked on plantations
under brutal conditions. The reliance on enslaved labor not only impacted the
economy but also had profound social and cultural implications that would
resonate throughout American history.

Teaching Colonial Economies with Worksheets

To effectively teach about the economies of colonial America, worksheets can
be an excellent tool. They can help students engage with the material
actively and assess their understanding. Here are some ideas for creating
effective worksheets:

Types of Worksheets

1. Matching Exercises: Students can match economic activities with the
corresponding colonial region. For example, match "tobacco" with "Southern
colonies" or "shipbuilding" with "New England colonies."

2. Fill-in-the-Blank: A worksheet can include sentences with missing keywords
related to colonial economies. For instance, "The primary cash crop of
Virginia was ________."



3. Graphic Organizers: Students can use Venn diagrams or charts to compare
and contrast the economies of the different regions. This visual
representation can help them understand the unique characteristics of each
economy.

4. Short Answer Questions: Include questions that require students to
elaborate on specific economic activities, such as "Describe the significance
of the fur trade in the Middle colonies."

5. Scenarios and Role-Playing: Create scenarios where students must assume
roles (e.g., a New England fisherman, a Southern plantation owner) and
discuss how their economic activities impact their lives and communities.

Using the Answer Key

An answer key for the economies of colonial America worksheet is essential
for educators to ensure that assessments are accurately graded. The answer
key should include:

- Correct answers for matching exercises and fill-in-the-blanks.
- Sample responses for short answer questions, providing a benchmark for
student answers.
- Guidelines for evaluating graphic organizers based on clarity and
completeness.

Providing students with a clear answer key will help them learn from their
mistakes and reinforce their understanding of the material.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the economies of colonial America were diverse and shaped by
various factors such as geography, climate, and social structures.
Understanding these economies is crucial for comprehending the early
foundations of the United States. Utilizing worksheets and answer keys can
enhance students' learning experiences by providing structured assessments
and engaging activities. By exploring the economic history of colonial
America, students can gain insights into the complexities of early American
life and the legacies that still resonate today.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the primary economic activities in



Colonial America?
Colonial America primarily engaged in agriculture, trade, and craftsmanship.
Key crops included tobacco, rice, and indigo, particularly in the Southern
colonies, while the Northern colonies focused on fishing, shipbuilding, and
small-scale farming.

How did mercantilism influence the economies of
Colonial America?
Mercantilism emphasized that colonies existed for the benefit of the mother
country. This led to trade restrictions, with colonies required to export raw
materials to Britain and import finished goods, shaping their economic
structures and trade relationships.

What role did slavery play in the economic systems
of Colonial America?
Slavery was integral to the economy, especially in the Southern colonies,
where enslaved Africans provided labor for large plantations growing cash
crops like tobacco and cotton, significantly contributing to the region's
wealth and economic development.

What was the significance of the triangular trade in
Colonial American economies?
The triangular trade was a system of transatlantic trade routes that
connected Europe, Africa, and the Americas. It facilitated the exchange of
goods and enslaved people, significantly impacting the economies of the
colonies by providing labor and increasing wealth through trade.

How did colonial economies vary between the Northern
and Southern colonies?
Northern economies were more diversified, focusing on small-scale farming,
fishing, shipbuilding, and trade, while Southern economies relied heavily on
plantation agriculture and cash crops, leading to distinct social and
economic structures.
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