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Edward Hyde, Earl of Clarendon, was a prominent English statesman and
historian during the 17th century, particularly known for his role as a chief
advisor to King Charles I and later King Charles II. His life spanned a
period marked by political strife, the English Civil War, and the Restoration
of the monarchy. Clarendon's contributions to political philosophy,
governance, and historical writing provide a window into the complexities of
his time, illustrating the interplay between personal ambition and the
broader narrative of English history.



Early Life and Education

Edward Hyde was born on February 18, 1609, in Dinton, Wiltshire, to a family
of moderate means. His father, a lawyer, died when Hyde was young, leaving
his mother to raise him with limited resources. Despite these challenges,
Hyde received a solid education at Magdalen Hall, Oxford, where he developed
an interest in law and politics.

- Education Highlights:

- Attended Magdalen Hall, Oxford.

- Studied law and political theory, laying the foundation for his future
career.

Upon completing his studies, Hyde was admitted to the bar at the Inner Temple
in 1632, where he began to build his reputation as a lawyer and a man of
letters.

Political Career Before the Civil War

Hyde’s early political career began as he aligned himself with the royalist
cause. His legal expertise and eloquent advocacy caught the attention of the
royal court, and he was soon appointed as one of the King’s counsel. His
first significant political role was as the solicitor general for the
province of Ireland.

- Key Appointments:
- Solicitor General for Ireland.
- Member of Parliament for the city of Oxford.

Hyde’s political acumen and loyalty to the monarchy set the stage for his
future influence within the royal court.

The English Civil War

The outbreak of the English Civil War in 1642 marked a tumultuous period in
Hyde's life. As tensions escalated between King Charles I and Parliament,
Hyde was appointed to the Privy Council and became one of the King's
principal advisors.

Role as Chief Advisor

During the civil conflict, Hyde played a crucial role in advising the King on
military and political strategies. He was committed to the royalist cause and
worked tirelessly to rally support for the King.



- Challenges Faced:

- Navigating internal divisions within the royalist faction.

- Managing the King'’s increasingly tenuous position as Parliament gained
power.

Despite his efforts, the royalist forces faced significant defeats,
culminating in the capture of King Charles I in 1646. Hyde sought to
negotiate with parliamentary forces but ultimately failed, leading to a
deepening crisis for the monarchy.

Exile and the Restoration

Following the defeat of the royalists, Hyde fled England and spent several
years in exile. During this time, he continued to serve as a key advisor to
Charles II, who was in exile following his father’s execution in 1649.

Writing and Historical Contributions

While in exile, Hyde began to write extensively about the events that
transpired during the Civil War and the monarchy’s trials. His most notable
work, "The History of the Rebellion and Civil Wars in England," provides a
detailed narrative of the political turmoil and conflicts of the time.

- Significant Themes in His Writing:

- Justification of royal authority and the divine right of kings.

- Critique of parliamentary actions and the rise of radical factions.
- Reflections on the moral and ethical implications of the conflict.

Hyde’'s work is not only a historical account but also serves as a defense of
his political philosophy and royalist beliefs.

Return to England and the Earl of Clarendon

With the Restoration of Charles II in 1660, Hyde was appointed as the Lord
Chancellor of England and was created Earl of Clarendon. This promotion
marked the zenith of his political career, allowing him to influence the
rebuilding of the monarchy.

Policies and Administration

As Lord Chancellor, Clarendon was responsible for implementing policies aimed
at stabilizing the nation after years of civil conflict. His administration
focused on restoring the monarchy's authority while also attempting to



reconcile with former Parliamentarians.

- Key Policies:

- Promoting religious tolerance, particularly towards nonconformists.

- Encouraging economic recovery and stability.

- Establishing a legal framework to address grievances from the civil war
era.

Despite his efforts, Clarendon faced opposition from various factions within
the court and Parliament, which led to increasing dissatisfaction with his
policies.

Decline and Exile Again

By 1667, Clarendon’s influence began to wane. His attempts to mediate between
the differing interests of royalists and Parliamentarians were met with
resistance. He was accused of overstepping his authority and was ultimately
forced to resign in 1667.

- Reasons for Decline:
- Growing discontent among Parliamentarians with royalist policies.
- Personal conflicts with other court officials.

Clarendon fled to France, where he remained in exile until his death. His
later years were marked by a sense of disappointment over his political
failures, yet he continued writing, reflecting on his experiences and the
lessons learned from the tumultuous years of the English Civil War.

Legacy and Historical Impact

Edward Hyde, Earl of Clarendon, left an indelible mark on English history
through his writings and his role in the political landscape of the 17th
century. His commitment to the royalist cause and his efforts to articulate a
coherent political philosophy have been both praised and criticized by
historians.

- Contributions to History:

- His historical writings remain significant sources for understanding the
English Civil War.

- Clarendon’s insights into the nature of power, governance, and human
behavior continue to be studied in political science and history.

His life serves as a reminder of the intricacies of political allegiances and
the enduring struggles between authority and liberty in English history.



Conclusion

Edward Hyde, Earl of Clarendon, was a pivotal figure in one of the most
tumultuous periods in English history. His journey from a promising young
lawyer to a prominent royalist statesman and historian encapsulates the
challenges of leadership in the face of political upheaval. Through his
writings, he provided an enduring perspective on the conflicts that shaped
England, offering critical reflections on the nature of power and governance.
Although his political career ended in disappointment, his legacy as a
historian and thinker continues to resonate in discussions of monarchy,
authority, and the evolution of the English political landscape.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Edward Hyde, Earl of Clarendon?

Edward Hyde, Earl of Clarendon, was an English statesman and historian who
served as a chief advisor to King Charles I and later to King Charles II
during the English Civil War and the Restoration period.

What were the key contributions of Edward Hyde to
English history?

Edward Hyde contributed to English history through his role as a statesman,
his authorship of 'The History of the Rebellion and Civil Wars in England',
and his influence in the establishment of the monarchy after the Restoration.

What is the significance of Edward Hyde's historical
writings?

Edward Hyde's historical writings are significant as they provide a detailed
first-hand account of the English Civil War from the Royalist perspective and
offer insights into the political and social climate of 17th century England.

How did Edward Hyde rise to power during the English
Civil Wwar?

Edward Hyde rose to power during the English Civil War by being a close
advisor to King Charles I, managing royalist interests, and ultimately
becoming the Lord Chancellor under King Charles II after the monarchy was
restored.

What challenges did Edward Hyde face during his
political career?

Edward Hyde faced numerous challenges including the opposition from
Parliamentarians, the political instability during the Civil War, and later



conflicts with other royalists and court factions during the Restoration.

What led to Edward Hyde's exile?

Edward Hyde was exiled following the defeat of the royalists in the English
Civil War and the establishment of the Commonwealth under Oliver Cromwell; he
fled to France where he continued to support Charles II.

What role did Edward Hyde play in the Restoration of
Charles II?

Edward Hyde played a crucial role in the Restoration of Charles II by
advising on political strategy, maintaining royalist unity, and negotiating
Charles's return to England as king in 1660.

How is Edward Hyde viewed in contemporary historical
scholarship?

In contemporary historical scholarship, Edward Hyde is viewed as a complex
figure whose contributions to royalist ideology and governance are
acknowledged, while his writings are often analyzed for their biases and
perspectives on the Civil War.
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