Drafting The Declaration Of Independence
Answer Key

Decleration of Independence
P

]

[l i the bloris with. the correct wards Trom the sang
A S k) s L::": =

.'/ W,
B o

= O

ey e ks born
.'H. A N

Thary coma from par _
T
Complete parh gemtence mith foors frogl fhe ooy ™ %
A L
Ameruoe cofiratnd e Yo Hir e loration of
.- 5, ;
= . ,
2 Hht oty gl P et and g lng et
1 . )

..-..-u--.:---.-.i{ A

PR A N

Drafting the Declaration of Independence Answer Key

The Declaration of Independence stands as a monumental document in the
history of the United States, symbolizing the birth of a nation dedicated to
the principles of liberty, equality, and self-governance. The drafting of
this document was not merely a procedural formality; it was a carefully
orchestrated effort that involved philosophical thought, political strategy,
and the aspirations of a diverse group of colonists seeking to declare their
independence from British rule. This article will explore the key elements
involved in drafting the Declaration of Independence, the historical context
surrounding its creation, and its lasting impact on the United States and the
world.

Historical Context

Before delving into the specifics of drafting the Declaration of
Independence, it is crucial to understand the historical context in which it
was created. The American colonies had been experiencing mounting tensions
with Great Britain, primarily due to:

1. Taxation Without Representation: The imposition of taxes, such as the
Stamp Act and the Townshend Acts, stirred resentment among colonists who
believed they should not be taxed without having representatives in



Parliament.

2. Restriction of Rights: Various acts, like the Intolerable Acts, were
perceived as infringements on the rights and liberties of the colonists.

3. Growing Nationalism: A sense of American identity was emerging, fueled by
Enlightenment ideas advocating for individual rights and self-governance.

These factors culminated in the convening of the Continental Congress, where
representatives from the thirteen colonies gathered to discuss their
grievances and potential courses of action.

The Continental Congress and the Push for
Independence

In 1775, the Continental Congress convened to address the escalating conflict
with Britain. By June 1776, the sentiment for independence had gained
significant traction. Key figures such as John Adams, Benjamin Franklin,
Thomas Jefferson, and others were instrumental in advocating for a formal
declaration of independence.

Key Figures in Drafting

The drafting committee for the Declaration of Independence consisted of five
members:

1. Thomas Jefferson: The primary author, known for his eloquent prose and
philosophical grounding.

2. John Adams: A strong advocate for independence who provided significant
input during the drafting process.

3. Benjamin Franklin: A noted diplomat and thinker who contributed ideas and
helped shape the final document.

4. Roger Sherman: A lesser-known but important member who provided legal
insights.

5. Robert R. Livingston: Although he played a minimal role in the final
draft, his contributions were nonetheless valued.

The Drafting Process

The drafting process for the Declaration of Independence was meticulous and



reflected the collective thoughts and aspirations of the colonies. The
committee began its work in early June 1776, and several important steps were
taken in crafting the document.

1. Philosophical Foundations

The Declaration was heavily influenced by Enlightenment thinkers,
particularly John Locke, who argued for natural rights: life, liberty, and
property. Jefferson adapted these ideas, famously stating:

- "We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal,
that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that
among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness."

This philosophical underpinning laid the groundwork for the argument that the

colonists had the right to revolt against a government that violated these
rights.

2. Structure of the Document

The Declaration of Independence is structured into several distinct sections:

- Preamble: Introduces the purpose of the document and outlines the
philosophical basis for independence.

- Grievances: Lists the specific complaints against King George III,
detailing how he violated the rights of the colonists.

- Conclusion: Affirms the colonies' intention to be free and independent
states.

3. Language and Rhetoric

Jefferson's mastery of language is evident throughout the document. The use
of rhetorical devices, such as parallelism and repetition, enhances its
persuasive power. For example, the phrase "He has..." is repeated in the
grievances section, emphasizing the king's oppressive actions.

Debate and Revision

Once the initial draft was completed, it was presented to the Continental
Congress for debate and revision. The process of refining the document
involved:



- Discussion and Disagreement: Some delegates had reservations about certain
phrases, particularly those referencing slavery, which were ultimately
removed to achieve consensus.

- Final Edits: Other grammatical and stylistic changes were made to improve
clarity and impact.

Despite these modifications, the essence of the document remained intact, and
on July 4, 1776, the Declaration of Independence was adopted.

Impact of the Declaration

The Declaration of Independence had profound implications, both immediately
and in the long term. Its impact can be categorized into several key areas:

1. National Identity

The Declaration served as a unifying document for the thirteen colonies,
fostering a sense of American identity and purpose. It articulated the values
and principles that would guide the nation moving forward.

2. Global Influence

The Declaration inspired movements for independence and democracy worldwide.
Leaders in various nations looked to the document as a model for their own
struggles against colonialism and tyranny.

3. Legal and Political Framework

In the years following its adoption, the principles enshrined in the
Declaration laid the groundwork for the U.S. Constitution and Bill of Rights,
establishing a legal framework that protects individual freedoms and rights.

Conclusion

The drafting of the Declaration of Independence was a critical moment in
American history. It was not merely a statement of intent but a bold
proclamation of the colonists' aspirations for freedom and governance.
Through careful philosophical foundations, structured argumentation, and
eloquent language, the Declaration articulated the grievances against British
rule while establishing the principles of liberty and equality that would



become cornerstones of American democracy. Its legacy continues to resonate,
reminding citizens of the enduring struggle for rights and the importance of
self-determination.

As we reflect on the Declaration of Independence, it is essential to remember
the courage and conviction of those who drafted it and the profound impact it
has had on the United States and the world at large. The principles outlined
in this seminal document remain relevant today, serving as a guiding light
for future generations in their pursuit of justice and equality.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the main purpose of drafting the
Declaration of Independence?

The main purpose was to formally declare the American colonies' independence
from British rule and to articulate the principles of individual rights and
government by consent.

Who was the primary author of the Declaration of
Independence?

Thomas Jefferson was the primary author of the Declaration of Independence,
with input from other members of the Continental Congress, including John
Adams and Benjamin Franklin.

What are the key principles outlined in the
Declaration of Independence?

The key principles include the idea that all men are created equal, the
unalienable rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, and the
belief that government derives its power from the consent of the governed.

When was the Declaration of Independence officially
adopted?
The Declaration of Independence was officially adopted on July 4, 1776.

How did the Declaration of Independence impact the
American Revolution?

The Declaration of Independence galvanized the colonies to unite against
British rule, providing a clear ideological framework for the American
Revolution and inspiring other nations seeking independence.



What criticisms have been made regarding the
Declaration of Independence?

Critics have pointed out that while the Declaration proclaims equality, it
did not address the issues of slavery and the rights of women, leading to
ongoing debates about its inclusivity and application.
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