
Doctrines Of Salvation Joseph Fielding Smith

Doctrines of Salvation Joseph Fielding Smith is a pivotal subject within the
context of Latter-day Saint theology. Joseph Fielding Smith, an influential
leader in The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (LDS Church),
contributed significantly to the understanding and interpretation of
salvation doctrines. His teachings and writings have shaped the beliefs of
many members of the Church and are considered essential for understanding the
path to salvation as taught by LDS theology.



Understanding the Doctrines of Salvation

The doctrines of salvation encompass various beliefs about how individuals
can attain eternal life and the role of Jesus Christ in that process. Joseph
Fielding Smith emphasized several key principles that define these doctrines:

The Role of Jesus Christ

At the core of Smith's teachings is the belief in Jesus Christ as the central
figure of salvation. He taught that:

1. Atonement: The Atonement of Jesus Christ is the foundational principle of
salvation. Smith emphasized that through Christ’s suffering, death, and
resurrection, all humanity can be saved.
2. Faith in Christ: True faith in Jesus is essential for obtaining salvation.
Smith believed that faith must be accompanied by repentance and works.
3. Grace: While emphasizing the necessity of works, Smith also taught that
grace is a vital component of salvation. He stated that individuals cannot
achieve salvation through their own efforts alone.

Plan of Salvation

Smith articulated a comprehensive Plan of Salvation that outlines the journey
of human souls from pre-mortal existence to eternal life. This plan includes:

1. Pre-Mortal Life: According to Smith, all individuals lived with God before
being born on Earth. This pre-mortal existence is crucial for understanding
life’s purpose.
2. Earthly Life: Life on Earth is a time of testing and growth. Individuals
have the opportunity to choose good over evil and to follow the teachings of
Jesus Christ.
3. Death and the Afterlife: Smith taught that after death, individuals enter
a spirit world where they await resurrection and final judgment. Their
choices in life determine their eternal destiny.

Key Doctrines as Explained by Joseph Fielding
Smith

Joseph Fielding Smith articulated several key doctrines that are integral to
understanding salvation in LDS theology. These doctrines provide a framework
for how individuals can achieve eternal life.



Repentance

Repentance is a crucial doctrine in Smith's teachings. He emphasized that:

- Recognition of Sin: Individuals must recognize and acknowledge their sins.
- Sincere Regret: Repentance requires genuine sorrow for wrongdoing.
- Commitment to Change: True repentance involves a commitment to change one’s
behavior and seek forgiveness.

Baptism

Baptism is considered essential for salvation in LDS theology. Smith taught
that:

1. Necessity of Baptism: Baptism by immersion is necessary for the remission
of sins.
2. Authority: Baptism must be performed by someone holding the proper
priesthood authority.
3. Covenants: Through baptism, individuals enter into a covenant with God,
promising to follow His commandments.

Receiving the Holy Ghost

In Smith's doctrine, receiving the Holy Ghost is a significant step in the
process of salvation. This includes:

- Gift of the Holy Ghost: After baptism, individuals can receive the Holy
Ghost, which acts as a comforter and guide.
- Spiritual Confirmation: The Holy Ghost confirms the truth of the Gospel and
helps individuals recognize and follow God’s will.
- Ongoing Guidance: The influence of the Holy Ghost is essential for
maintaining spiritual growth and making righteous decisions.

The Importance of Obedience and Enduring to the
End

Joseph Fielding Smith placed a strong emphasis on obedience to God’s
commandments as a condition for salvation. He taught that:

1. Obedience to Commandments: Following God’s commandments is a demonstration
of faith and commitment.
2. Enduring to the End: Smith emphasized the necessity of enduring in faith
throughout one’s life, suggesting that it is not sufficient to simply start
on the path to righteousness but to persevere in that path.



3. Service to Others: Acts of service and charity are viewed as expressions
of faith and obedience, contributing to one’s salvation.

Controversial Perspectives

While Smith’s teachings are widely accepted within the Church, some of his
views have sparked debate among Latter-day Saints and scholars.

Views on Salvation for Non-Members

Smith held a traditional view that salvation is primarily for those who
accept the Gospel of Jesus Christ as taught by the LDS Church. He believed
that:

- Limitations on Salvation: Non-members who do not receive the Gospel during
their earthly life may have the opportunity to accept it in the spirit world,
but this remains a contentious topic.
- Importance of Missionary Work: He strongly advocated for missionary work,
emphasizing the need to share the message of salvation with all people.

Understanding of Grace

While Smith emphasized the importance of works, some have interpreted this as
a minimization of grace. Smith addressed this concern by stating that:

- Interdependence of Grace and Works: He believed that grace and works are
not mutually exclusive but rather interdependent.
- Role of Christ: Ultimately, it is through Christ’s grace that individuals
are saved, even when they do their best to follow His commandments.

Conclusion

The doctrines of salvation Joseph Fielding Smith presented are foundational
to Latter-day Saint beliefs. His teachings on the Atonement of Christ, the
importance of faith, repentance, baptism, and the role of the Holy Ghost
provide a comprehensive framework for understanding how individuals can
achieve eternal life. While some aspects of his teachings spark debate, the
core principles remain a guiding force for those seeking to follow the path
laid out by Christ. Smith's contributions to the understanding of salvation
continue to influence modern Latter-day Saint theology, ensuring that his
legacy endures within the faith community.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the core doctrines of salvation according
to Joseph Fielding Smith?
Joseph Fielding Smith emphasized faith in Jesus Christ, repentance, baptism
by immersion for the remission of sins, receiving the Holy Ghost, and
enduring to the end as the essential steps in the doctrine of salvation.

How did Joseph Fielding Smith view the role of grace
in salvation?
Joseph Fielding Smith taught that grace is a fundamental aspect of salvation,
asserting that while works are necessary, it is ultimately through the grace
of Jesus Christ that individuals are saved.

In what ways did Joseph Fielding Smith address the
concept of eternal life?
Joseph Fielding Smith described eternal life as the greatest gift of God,
which is obtained through obedience to the laws and ordinances of the Gospel,
culminating in exaltation in the presence of God.

What significance did Joseph Fielding Smith place on
the Atonement in the doctrine of salvation?
Joseph Fielding Smith regarded the Atonement of Jesus Christ as central to
salvation, as it provides the means for repentance and reconciliation with
God, allowing individuals to overcome sin and death.

How did Smith's teachings emphasize the importance
of baptism in salvation?
Smith taught that baptism is an essential ordinance for salvation, as it is
the means by which individuals are formally initiated into the Church and
cleansed from sin, necessary for entering the Kingdom of God.

What did Joseph Fielding Smith say about the
necessity of following prophets in the process of
salvation?
Joseph Fielding Smith emphasized that following living prophets is crucial
for salvation, as they provide guidance and revelation that help individuals
understand and fulfill the requirements of the Gospel.



How did Joseph Fielding Smith address the concept of
personal revelation in relation to salvation?
Smith taught that personal revelation is vital for spiritual growth and
salvation, encouraging individuals to seek personal confirmation of truths
through prayer and the Holy Ghost.

What role did Joseph Fielding Smith assign to the
Holy Ghost in the doctrine of salvation?
Joseph Fielding Smith indicated that the Holy Ghost plays a crucial role in
the process of salvation, serving as a comforter, guide, and witness of
truth, which helps individuals navigate their spiritual journey.

How did Joseph Fielding Smith's teachings influence
the understanding of salvation in The Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints?
Smith's teachings solidified the belief that salvation is a process involving
both faith and works, emphasizing the necessity of following Christ's
teachings and ordinances while also relying on His grace for ultimate
salvation.
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