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DR. AMBEDKAR WITH THE SIMON COMMISSION HOLDS A SIGNIFICANT PLACE IN THE HISTORY OF INDIA’S STRUGGLE FOR SOCIAL
JUSTICE AND POLITICAL RIGHTS. Dr. B.R. AMBEDKAR, AN EMINENT SCHOLAR, SOCIAL REFORMER, AND THE PRINCIPAL ARCHITECT
OF THE INDIAN CONSTITUTIONI PLAYED A CRUCIAL ROLE IN ADVOCATING FOR THE RIGHTS OF THE MARGINALIZED COMMUNITIES IN
INDIAI PARTICULARLY THE DALITS. THE SIMON COMMISSION, OFFICIALLY KNOWN AS THE INDIAN STATUTORY COMMISSION,
WAS A PIVOTAL MOMENT IN THE BRITISH COLONIAL ADMINISTRATION'S ATTEMPTS TO ADDRESS THE POLITICAL DEMANDS OF

INDIAN LEADERS. THIS ARTICLE DELVES INTO DR. AMBEDKAR'S INTERACTIONS WITH THE SIMON COMMISSION, ITS IMPLICATIONS
FOR INDIAN SOCIETY, AND HOW IT SHAPED HIS VISION FOR A MORE EQUITABLE INDIA.



UNDERSTANDING THE SiIMON COMMISSION

THE SIMON COMMISSION WAS ESTABLISHED IN 1927 BY THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT TO REVIEW THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA ACT
1919 AND PROPOSE FURTHER CONSTITUTIONAL REFORMS. HOWEVER, THE COMMISSION FACED WIDESPREAD CRITICISM AND
OPPOSITION FROM INDIAN POLITICAL LEADERS AND THE PUBLIC FOR SEVERAL REASONS:

o ALL-WHITE COMPOSITION: THE COMMISSION COMPRISED SEVEN BRITISH MEMBERS AND NO [NDIAN REPRESENTATIVES,
LEADING TO ACCUSATIONS OF IGNORING THE VOICES OF INDIANS.

® TIMING: THE COMMISSION WAS ANNOUNCED AT A TIME WHEN INDIANS WERE ACTIVELY SEEKING GREATER SELF-
GOVERNANCE AND POLITICAL RIGHTS.

® |NDIFFERENCE TO INDIAN ISSUES: MANY BELIEVED THAT THE COMMISSION DID NOT ADEQUATELY ADDRESS THE PRESSING
SOCIAL AND POLITICAL ISSUES FACED BY THE INDIAN POPULACE, PARTICULARLY THE MARGINALIZED COMMUNITIES.

THE SIMON COMMISSION’S ARRIVAL IN INDIA IN 1928 WAS MET WITH PROTESTS, AND THE SLOGAN “SIMON GO BACK”™ BECAME
A RALLYING CRY FOR VARIOUS POLITICAL FACTIONS.

Dr. B.R. AMBEDKAR'S ROLE IN THE SiMoON CoMMISSION DEBATE

Dr. AMBEDKAR'S INVOLVEMENT WITH THE SIMON COMMISSION WAS MARKED BY HIS FIERCE ADVOCACY FOR THE RIGHTS OF THE
DALITS. As A MEMBER OF THE INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS AND A PROMINENT DALIT LEADER, HE RECOGNIZED THE NEED TO
ENGAGE WITH THE COMMISSION TO VOICE THE CONCERNS OF THE OPPRESSED CLASSES. HERE’S HOW HE INTERACTED WITH THE
COMMISSION:

MEETING WITH THE SIMON COMMISSION

DR. AMBEDKAR PRESENTED HIS DEMANDS AND CONCERNS TO THE COMMISSION DURING ITS VISIT TO INDIA. HIS KEY ARGUMENTS
INCLUDED:

1. REPRESENTATION FOR DALITS: AMBEDKAR ARGUED FOR SEPARATE ELECTORATES FOR THE DALITSI EMPHASIZING THAT THE
POLITICAL REPRESENTATION OF MARGINALIZED COMMUNITIES WAS ESSENTIAL FOR ACHIEVING GENUINE EQUALITY.

2. SOCIALJUSTICEZ HE HIGHLIGHTED THE SYSTEMIC DISCRIMINATION FACED BY DALITS AND STRESSED THAT ANY POLITICAL
REFORMS MUST INCLUDE MEASURES FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE.

3. EMPOWERMENT THROUGH EDUCATION: AMBEDKAR BELIEVED THAT EDUCATION WAS CRUCIAL FOR THE EMPOWERMENT OF
DALITS/ ADVOCATING FOR POLICIES THAT WOULD ENHANCE EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR THESE COMMUNITIES.

RespoNse To THE COMMISSION'S RECOMMENDATIONS

THE SIMON COMMISSION EVENTUALLY RELEASED ITS REPORT IN ]930, WHICH RECOMMENDED LIMITED REFORMS BUT LARGELY
IGNORED THE SPECIFIC DEMANDS OF THE DALITS. DR. AMBEDKAR WAS CRITICAL OF THE COMMISSION’S FINDINGS, BELIEVING THAT
THEY FAILED TO ADDRESS THE ROOT CAUSES OF SOCIAL INEQUALITY. HE ARGUED THAT:



® THE REPORT DID NOT ADEQUATELY REFLECT THE ASPIRATIONS OF THE LOWER CASTES.
® |T PERPETUATED EXISTING POWER STRUCTURES THAT MARGINALIZED DALIT VOICES.

® THERE WAS A LACK OF COMMITMENT TO IMPLEMENTING SUBSTANTIAL REFORMS NECESSARY FOR ACHIEVING SOCIAL
JUSTICE.

THe IMPACT oF THE SIMON CoMMISSION oN DR. AMBEDKAR'S IDEOLOGY

THE INTERACTIONS BETWEEN DR. AMBEDKAR AND THE SIMON COMMISSION WERE TRANSFORMATIVE FOR AMBEDKAR’S POLITICAL
IDEOLOGY AND ACTIVISM. SEVERAL KEY DEVELOPMENTS EMERGED FROM THIS ENGAGEMENT:

FORMATION OF THE SCHEDULED CASTES FEDERATION

IN RESPONSE TO THE LACK OF ADEQUATE REPRESENTATION AND THE FAILURE OF THE SIMON COMMISSION TO ADDRESS DALIT
ISSUES, DR. AMBEDKAR FOUNDED THE SCHEDULED CASTES FEDERATION IN 194 2. THIS POLITICAL PARTY AIMED TO UNITE THE
DALITS AND OTHER MARGINALIZED GROUPS TO FIGHT FOR THEIR RIGHTS AND REPRESENTATION IN THE POLITICAL SPHERE.

AbvocAcY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS

DR. AMBEDKAR’S EXPERIENCE WITH THE SIMON COMMISSION REINFORCED HIS BELIEF IN THE IMPORTANCE OF CONSTITUTIONAL
SAFEGUARDS FOR DALITS. HE WORKED TIRELESSLY TO ENSURE THAT THE INDIAN CONSTITUTION WOULD INCLUDE PROVISIONS
FOR THE PROTECTION AND ADVANCEMENT OF SCHEDULED CASTES, RESULTING IN CRUCIAL ARTICLES THAT PROHIBIT
DISCRIMINATION AND PROMOTE EQUALITY.

EMPHASIS ON SociAL REFOrRM

THe SiMoN COMMISSION EXPERIENCE FURTHER SOLIDIFIED AMBEDKAR'S COMMITMENT TO SOCIAL REFORM. HE BELIEVED THAT

POLITICAL RIGHTS ALONE WERE INSUFFICIENT WITHOUT CORRESPONDING SOCIAL RIGHTS. THIS LED HIM TO ADVOCATE FOR:
1. INTER-CASTE MARRIAGES: PROMOTING MARRIAGES BETWEEN DIFFERENT CASTES TO BREAK DOWN SOCIAL BARRIERS.
2. EDUCATION: ESTABLISHING EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS FOR DALITS TO UPLIFT THEIR SOCIO-ECONOMIC STATUS.

3. ReLIGious CONVERSION: ENCOURAGING DALITS TO CONVERT TO BUDDHISM AS A MEANS OF ESCAPING THE CASTE
SYSTEM'S CONSTRAINTS.

LEGACY oF DR. AMBEDKAR AND THE SIMON COMMISSION

THE LEGACY OF DR. AMBEDKAR'S ENGAGEMENT WITH THE SIMON COMMISSION IS PROFOUND AND CONTINUES TO INFLUENCE
CONTEMPORARY DISCUSSIONS ON CASTE, SOCIAL JUSTICE, AND POLITICAL REPRESENTATION IN INDIA. HIS INSISTENCE ON
SEPARATE ELECTORATES FOR DALITS, WHILE CONTROVERSIAL, WAS AN ESSENTIAL PART OF THE DISCOURSE ON POLITICAL
RIGHTS FOR MARGINALIZED COMMUNITIES.



INFLUENCE ON MODERN INDIAN POLITICS

Dr. AMBEDKAR'S ADVOCACY HAS INSPIRED VARIOUS MOVEMENTS AIMED AT IMPROVING THE CONDITIONS OF DALITS AND OTHER
MARGINALIZED GROUPS. HIS LEGACY IS EVIDENT IN:

® THE ESTABLISHMENT OF AFFIRMATIVE ACTION POLICIES IN INDIA.
® THE RISE OF POLITICAL PARTIES THAT FOCUS ON DALIT RIGHTS AND REPRESENTATION.

® THE GROWING AWARENESS AND ACTIVISM AROUND CASTE-BASED DISCRIMINATION.

CONTINUING RELEVANCE

IN TODAY'S |NDIA, THE DISCUSSIONS AROUND CASTE, EQUALITY, AND SOCIAL JUSTICE REMAIN AS RELEVANT AS EVER. Dr.
AMBEDKAR'S INSIGHTS AND ADVOCACY FOR THE RIGHTS OF THE MARGINALIZED CONTINUE TO RESONATE, PROVIDING A
FRAMEWORK FOR ADDRESSING ONGOING INEQUALITIES. HIS VISION FOR A JUST SOCIETY, WHERE EVERYONE HAS EQUAL RIGHTS
AND OPPORTUNITIES, SERVES AS AN INSPIRATION FOR NEW GENERATIONS OF ACTIVISTS AND LEADERS.

CoNcLUSION

IN CONCLUSION, THE INTERACTION BETWEEN Dr. AMBEDKAR AND THE SIMON COMMISSION MARKED A TURNING POINT IN THE
STRUGGLE FOR DALIT RIGHTS AND SOCIAL JUSTICE IN INDIA. DR. AMBEDKAR’S TIRELESS EFFORTS TO FIGHT FOR THE RIGHTS OF
THE MARGINALIZED SET THE STAGE FOR FUTURE REFORMS AND LAID THE FOUNDATION FOR A MORE EQUITABLE SOCIETY. AS WE
REFLECT ON THIS HISTORICAL MOMENT, IT IS CRUCIAL TO RECOGNIZE THE ENDURING LEGACY OF Dr. AMBEDKAR AND THE LESSONS
LEARNED FROM THE SIMON COMMISSION, AS THEY CONTINUE TO SHAPE INDIA'S POLITICAL LANDSCAPE AND SOCIAL FABRIC.

FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT WAS Dr. B.R. AMBEDKAR'S STANCE ON THE SIMON COMMISSION?

Dr. B.R. AMBEDKAR OPPOSED THE SIMON COMMISSION BECAUSE IT DID NOT INCLUDE ANY INDIAN MEMBERS, WHICH HE VIEWED AS
A LACK OF REPRESENTATION FOR THE INDIAN PEOPLE IN DISCUSSIONS ABOUT THEIR CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS.

How pib THE SIMON COMMISSION IMPACT DR. AMBEDKAR’S POLITICAL ACTIVITIES?

THE SiMoN COMMISSION GALVANIZED DR. AMBEDKAR'S POLITICAL ACTIVISM, AS HE USED THE OPPORTUNITY TO ADVOCATE FOR
THE RIGHTS OF THE MARGINALIZED AND TO PROMOTE THE NEED FOR A SEPARATE ELECTORATE FOR DALITS.

WHAT WAS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE PROTESTS AGAINST THE SIMON COMMISSION IN
RELATION TO DR. AMBEDKAR?

THE PROTESTS AGAINST THE SIMON COMMISSION HIGHLIGHTED THE WIDESPREAD DISCONTENT WITH BRITISH RULE IN INDIA AND
PROVIDED DR. AMBEDKAR WITH A PLATFORM TO ARTICULATE THE GRIEVANCES OF THE DALIT COMMUNITY AND ADVOCATE FOR
THEIR REPRESENTATION IN THE POLITICAL PROCESS.



Dib DR. AMBEDKAR PARTICIPATE IN THE ROUNDTABLE CONFERENCES INITIATED BY THE
SiMoN COMMISSION?

YES/ DR. AMBEDKAR PARTICIPATED IN THE ROUNDTABLE CONFERENCES THAT FOLLOWED THE SIMON COMMISSION/ \WHERE HE
PRESENTED HIS ARGUMENTS FOR THE RIGHTS OF THE DALITS AND THE NEED FOR CONSTITUTIONAL SAFEGUARDS.

\WHAT WERE DR. AMBEDKAR’S MAIN DEMANDS DURING THE DISCUSSIONS RELATED TO THE
SiMoN COMMISSION?

Dr. AMBEDKAR’S MAIN DEMANDS INCLUDED THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A SEPARATE ELECTORATE FOR DALITSI ADEQUATE
REPRESENTATION IN LEGISLATIVE BODIES, AND MEASURES TO ENSURE SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC RIGHTS FOR MARGINALIZED
COMMUNITIES.
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Explore Dr. Ambedkar's pivotal role with the Simon Commission and its impact on India's social
reforms. Discover how his vision shaped modern democracy. Learn more!
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